ML QAW T R ‘.'.O } % ']
L& OODADMLOY LARL I AV DL

S. M. BAYLIS

3 5‘7 ¢ 808 UNIVERSITY STREET .
MONTREAL, QUE.

February 16th, 1928.

m Lt “ B g et ™

10 the Lditor of the Ga
Sir :-

%)

Your thoughtfur article of the 1l4th instant is evidence that
this question is & live one and of necessity"bound %o reappear ever
and anon® until the day when the world wiil wake up to wonder why
there should ever have been any "Question®™ about it.

The growing adheslion of g*ﬁht names, from Lord P
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tc the uuﬂf lesser voices “crying in the wilde rﬂdau" against the re-
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of the Pretender whose claim is supported "with a skill and plausi-
billty that excels the evidence in sight".

It is not a juestion of the sklil of the Elizabethan Dramatists,
wliose productions the Lcnnun theatre manager - if such, indeed, he
Was - may Oor may not have been instrumental in putting on the stage;
who never claimed f:__uuwu 1 in the Craft, assumed no rights of author-
ship, or interfered with the mct;fiths of piratical printers trading
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on this supposition. When the Piays attributed to a “z ural yoked
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were pr inted in the Great Folio of 16% 3 aeysn Jears alfter als .a,n,

amended, enlurged and improved from their Quarto form - perhaps con-
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nived at or permitted by the "Crand Possessors" of the MSS - as

“Mrx Wiilianm {:\;'ZJ'\}':..;uT.‘nIL;.‘:\I}/ Comedies Histories & .&fuf')"\'.'i.i)o/ Publiished
accordaing to the True rinal Coples®, they were sponsored by wnolly
unauthorized persons, prefaced by equivocal and false statements in
prose and verse, and disfipured by a palpably “"fake" Portralt, the
wnole cleverly desipned to mislead and decelve the uninitiated or
thoss km 'uj..;:ﬁllj blind.

Nor is< it & question of that supreme gift - call it "Geniua", if
you llke - which enabied the 'b¢nL3f Bunyan® to “ascend to the aglcnu—
id realm he has giorified"™ nor to "the list of mysterlious examplies
of rapt w;e‘gz;on“, which, as you well say, might be almost indefin-
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These, OAfroulenuzy .5 some are, may all be accounted for by the
natural working of some impelling lorce influéncling & mind predisposed
to receive such impressions. Heredity, environment and trgin¢n» adl
contribute to great achievement, without resort to the obsolete doc-
trine of Pienary Inspiration, on which some &re ;unwtrh;nwu to rely

in attributine to an untaught, uncultured, untrained, "rural yokedl"
the stupendous, pax unpuralleled achlevement whlch we know and revere
under the significant pseudonym, "Shake-Speare", stored with all the
learning of the ages, crammed wilh tThe accurate technique of the Law

th by a trained legal mind, vibrant wlth the intimate alr
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