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ered in the nieutalitv wbichi was running
through that speech f romi the first word hie
uttered until the close , nothing but the nar-
rowest and hitterest kind ai partisanship
I want ta join withi ny honourable iriend
who spoke yesterdaý (Han. Mr. Schaffner)
in saying that, although we have ail, I sup-
pose, gone thraugh the lires ai partisan-
ship, yet when we corne ta this Chamber,
we should at any rate try ta forget those
aid feuds and aid fights. We should remem-
ber that we are an independent Chamber,
that we are here ta take under review the
whole ai this country, and ta bend aur ener-
gies and cantribute a ur mite ta the work
ai making Canada the great country which
we ail hope and expect it will be. As
I have said, there w-as nothing but par-
tisanship in the honourable gentle-
man' s (lion. 'Mr. Dandurand's) speech.
He is an able man, an able speaker, bas
had long experience in public life; is famil-
iar with the conditions ai thîs country,
present and past, and should -have sorte
vision in reg-ard ta the future. I refiected
upan bis reinarks in order ta discover if I
cauld, the reason wvhy hie delivered s0 in-
appropriate an address, and the only con-
clusion I could corne ta was that the lion-
aurabie gentleman w-as making what we
used ta cali, w-ben I w-as in the rough-and-
tumble ai poiitics, a political campaign
speech, for publication in the province
fromn which hie cornes.

My honourabie friend on the front bench
(Hon. Mr. Pope), who spake after hirn,
rnentioned the iact that hie cornes from
the sanie province. I hope I iuay be
regarded as ab]e to look at this turmloil
which has been -oing an for niany years
between Quebec' and Ontario, through
glasses w-hidi are not discoloured-to take,
in fact, an independent view ai the situa-
tion. In these days w-e in Nova Scotia take
very littie stock indeed ini these recrimiinat-
ory remarks w'hich are made by the political
leaders, or somue of the palitical leaders. in
bath Ontario and Quebec. There w-as a tirne
whenl the fends between these provinces on
variaus local questions seemed ta be the
only issues which should engage the atten-
tion ai the people ai tis great country. The
gentlemen w-ho are endeavouring ta perpetu-
ate that situation, by continuing those un-
profitable discussions and unprofitable aile-
gatians, anc against the çther, forget that
this country lias arown and conditions have
changed. and that the provinces of Ontario
and Quebec, important as they nmay be, do
nat constitute the whole ai Canada. There
is a great ami growing West.. These g-entle-

men forget that. The Maritime Provinces
are flot going behind, nor are they losing
interest in public questions. I would have
these gentlemen understand that their do-
mestic squabbles, which years ago occupied
Sa big a place in the publie eye, are to-day
regarded with very littie concern by the
people of the West and the peopie of the
Maritime Provinces.

The honourable gentleman froin De Lori-
iie (Hon. Mr. Dandurand) undertook to

gfive us some information in regard to the
province of Quebec and the Union Govern-
nment. He told us that the province af
Quebec spurned Union Government and that
Sir Robert Borden bedevilled the province
af Quebec. 1 take issue with my honaur-
able friend in respect ta these mnatters. 1
do not believe that the province of Quebec
spurns Union Governrnent. I amn sure
that Sir Wilfrid Laurier did not wholly
and absoiutely spurn it. My honaurable
friend would have us believe that when Sir
Robert Borden suggested the organizatian
of a Union Government, Sir Wilfrid Laur-
ier and other Liberals. point blank, wit'hout
a mornent's consîderation, waved him back
-gave -lmn ta understand that they would
have nothing to do with it. What are the
facts in regard ta Sir Wilfrid Laurier him-
self? On the 24th ai May, hie tells us, he
w-as invited ta a conference with Sir Robert
Borden an the question ai a Union Govern-
nient, with conscription as a basis ai the
union. Did Sir Wilfrid Laurier say at once
to Sir Robert Borden, - I will have nat-hing-
w-hatever ta do with any such proposition?"
Mly honourable friend framn De Lorimier
(Han. Mr. Dandurand ' would have us
understand that that ivas practically the
situation.' and rnany af his friends, if I
read their remarks carrectiy, wvould have us
believe the saine thing. That is not the
iact. Sir Wilfrid Laurier received the pro-
posais af Sir Robert Borden on the '24thi ai
May, and hie kept themn unider con-
sideratian, aud iinder consultation, by
hilîiseli and with bis friends. until
t]îe 6th ai June. That w-as not the
action ai a man who had already mnade
Up his mind that hae would not even con-
sider conscription, nor entartain the sug-
gestion ta enter inta a Union Govcrinnent.
From the fact that hie took frorn the 24th
ai May until the 6th ai June ta cansider and
consuit, I infer that if hie had received
encouragement frorn nmen like thc inflexible
hanourable niember frorn De Lorimier, if
tliey had nat refused ta go with hini, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier wauld have accepted the
proposai ai Sir Robert Borden and there


