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1 want to thank the hon. member for Winnipeg Trascona for
his thoughtful, in-depth* presentation. I appreciate the contribu-
tions of the han. members for Kingston and the Islands, Lauri-
er-Sante-Marie and Kindersley-LloydmilsteT. I hope the
steps 1 have taken ta solve matters within my discretion will go
some way ta remedy the situation. The hon. member for Winni-
peg Transcona and his caucus colleagues may be assured that if
the House indicates to me that it has been persuaded by his
arguments 1 stand ready ta be guided accordingly.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

YOUNG OFFENDERS ACT

The House resumed from June 15 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-37, an act ta amend the Young Offenders Act and the
Criminal Code, be now read a second time and referred ta a
committee, and of the amendment.

Mrs. Suzanrne Tremblay (Rimouski-Témiscoflata) Mad-
amn Speaker, 35 years aga, I opted for a career in education,
specifically in the training of pre--school and primary school
teachers.

I also decided ta speak for those who have no voice, the
children and adolescents who rarely get an opportunity ta
express their views, dcfend their position or demand their rights.
Therefore, 1 amn especially pleased ta speak today ta this debate
on Bill C-37, An Act ta amend the Young Offenders Act and the
Criminal Code.

At the outset, I want the House ta knaw that I fully support the
amcndrnent proposed by the hon. member for Saint-Hubert wha
is also the justice critic for the officiai opposition. This overly
regressive bill should flot proceed beyond second reading and
should be withdrawn by thc gaverrnent.

Moreover, thc ameadment states that the Young Offenders
Act "introduces no concrete measure for thc rehabilitation of
yaung offenders" and "does not encourage Uic provinces ta take
legislative or ather measures necessary ini order ta set up
camprehensive crime prevention programs".
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I would like ta add my voice ta those of my colleagues and
join the broad consensus in Quebec which opposes any attempts
ta make Uic provisions of Uic Young Offenders Act more
stringent. In Uic time allotted ta me, 1 would like ta outline aur
main reasons for opposing this bill.

First of ail, far be it for me ta dcny Uic existence of youth
crime and violence, much less ta minimize thc seriausnes. of

thc problem. In Point of fact, vile, unacceptable crinlE
premeditated murder are commnitted by juvenile de]
The present systema acts as a kind of safety valve and %N
in that the existing legisiation already makes it P(
transfer such cases ta aduit court and ta sentence the
accordingly.

During 1992-93, 33 cases involving serious cri]
transferred ta aduit court. The problem. is that we do noa
data ta canfirm or invalidate Uic government's decisio
in this direction. As for other seriaus crimes whic
categorized as relationai crimes, reintegration into
society should be Uic prcferred approach.

The legishator showed Uiat social reintegration was
main concemns, as he clearly stated in the principle of'i
including Paragraphs a) and c.1) in Clause 1, anÉ
"Crime prevention is essential ta the long-term Pro
society and requires addressing the underlying causeý
by young persans and developing multi-discipi
proaches to identifying and effectively respondig ti
and young persans at risk of committing offending bell
thc future". The bill goes on to say: "The protection,
which is a primary objective of the criminal law api
youth, is best served by rehabilitation, wherever pi
young persons who commit offences, and rehabilitaSt
achieved by addressing Uic needs and circunistalces
persan that are relevant ta the young person's offei
viaur".

Where Uic shoe pinches is that the legislatar'S 900
not extend beyond stating these nice principles. Toc
Minister of Justice had everything he needed ta brifl4
changes that would have made the youth justice sY'
efficient. He financed a late-February sem-inar hasi

University of Taronto's criminology centre. Ti
brought together a group of experts including acade
ernment off icials and professionals working in the fie~
justice.

taxpayers, Bc
aavise wne nul1 remind you.
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They give thernelves a clear conscience.
consult. But why, I ask you, Madam Speakci
was already ini Uic red book. Sa Uic essentiai 2
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