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opportunities for less fortunate Canadians, the government will 
not abandon those in need.

their tax dollars. During the election the people of Vancouver 
South asked me to work toward putting an end to the waste and 
mismanagement of past governments and to act responsibly 
with their tax dollars.

But compassion does not end at home. In some countries in 
the world freedom is not a right, it is a dream. In some countries 
in the world human rights abuses continue regularly unchecked. 
Many of my constituents come from countries which have track 
records of human rights abuses. They know first hand the 
difference between good and bad democracy. They are confident 
that Canada as a role model for human rights and compassionate 
government will not lose sight of its international responsibility 
as a facilitator for justice. They are confident that this country 
will never allow itself to be silenced by commercial interests 
when speaking out on human rights issues.

The government knows we cannot ask Canadians to pull 
together in hard times if we are not ready to make sacrifices. The 
budget demonstrates that we are willing to make those sacri­
fices: a smaller, less expensive cabinet, the Gagliano plan, and a 
“just the facts” budget all demonstrate the government’s com­
mitment to ensuring that the hard earned tax dollars of Cana­
dians are not wasted. The government knows that we must 
continue to work with Canadians to make the tough choices 
needed to get our financial house in order.

My constituents have asked me to ensure that we do not 
compromise when it comes to our environment. I consider 
myself very fortunate to come from British Columbia, a prov­
ince that has both a mild climate and unparalleled beauty. After 
experiencing my first winter here, I am confident that when I 
initiate a private member’s bill to move the national capital 
from Ottawa to Vancouver I will receive tremendous support.

My constituents asked me to represent their diversity. Like 
Canada, my constituency has a diverse ethnic and cultural base. 
Many of my constituents are first generation Canadians. They 
have come here with their hopes and dreams and have become 
part of the Canadian mosaic. They offer us diversity, a diversity 
which I believe contributes greatly to Canada’s national identi­
ty. It is our responsibility as the Government of Canada to 
ensure that we continue to represent our nation’s diversity, that 
we continue to represent the constituency which we serve.British Columbia offers a unique natural environment which I 

humbly submit is unequalled in the rest of Canada. It is a 
combination of mountains, oceans and forests, which 
that British Columbians remain conscious of the impact 
actions have on the environment.

ensures
The Liberal government is proud to be working to include a 

truly representative cross section of Canadians. I am proud to be 
a part of that change.

our

• (1625)
I inherit a proud tradition in my riding of Vancouver South. 

Nestled between West 41st to the north, Canada’s largest fish­
ery, the Fraser River to the south, and Boundary Road to the east, 
my riding has had a long history of demanding a high quality of 
representation from their elected members. John Fraser served 
Vancouver South for 20 years and during that time was distin­
guished with being the first member of Parliament to ever be 
elected Speaker of the House. It is in that tradition of strong 
parliamentary representation that I am privileged to follow.

No government owns the oceans, land or air, yet every 
government has a responsibility to protect our natural environ­
ment for present and future Canadians. We must never forget 
that we are only the trustees of this world. Our challenge is to 
pass it along to our children in a cleaner and healthier state than 
it was passed to us.

I hope to work very closely with cabinet, both in my capacity 
as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans and as a representative of a constituency very much 
concerned about protecting our environment.

In conclusion, I would like to humbly thank my constituents 
for placing their trust in me to represent them at the federal 
level. My constituents have placed a tremendous challenge 
before me which I am proud to meet. Every long journey begins 
with the first step. On October 26 we took our first step on the 
journey toward economic prosperity for Canada. On February 
22 we took another long stride.

My constituents have also asked me to ensure that govern­
ment remains compassionate, both nationally and international­
ly. During the election my constituents asked me to ensure that 
despite the pressure to cut back on government expenditures, a 
Liberal government would maintain Canada’s record of compas­
sion and continue to provide for those areas of our society which 
need our help.

[Translation]

The Deputy Speaker: It is my duty, pursuant to Standing 
Order 38, to inform the House that the questions to be raised 
tonight at the time of adjournment are as follows: the hon. 
member for Capilano—Howe Sound, Immigration; the hon. 
member for Rimouski—Témiscouata, National Arts Centre; the

February’s budget announcement allowed me to return to my 
riding and show my constituents that the government, while still 
acting responsibly, has remained compassionate. Whether it 
means ensuring fair pensions for the elderly or providing


