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Pro portional Representat:on

of voting permits the elector to express bis
preferences beyond merely voting for one
candidate.

I think, Mr. Speaker, -that as there was no
objection raised to this particular reform
last year, and as 1 have flot heard any objec-
tion, it is needicas to spend further time upon
the resolution at present, and we might have
the question put.

Mr. MEIGHEN: May I ask whether the
government has any policy upon this ques-
tion?

Hon. W. S. FIELDING (Minister of Fin-
ance): The motion having heen brouglit
forward by a private member and flot by
the ministry, any member of the government
is free to vote as lie pleases on the subjeet.
For myseif I întend to vote for the motion
of the hon. gentleman (Mr. Good). 1 may
say that when this matter was debated lest
session the Prime Minister expressed bis
views upon it, giving bis assurance of support
of the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Shall the motion carry?
Some hon. MEMBERS: Carried.
Some hon. MEMBERS: Lost.
Motion agreed to.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN MULTI-
MEMBER CONSTITIJENCIES

Mr. W. 0. GOOD (Brant), moved:
Whereas the apecial committee on proportional

representation appointed et the last session of the
lest parliarnent reported ini favour of the adoption of
the alternative vote method of election mn a&R single
member constituencies when more than two candi-
dates were running for election, andi alsa found much
menit in the systema of true proportional representa-
tion

And whereas the lest general election bas fully
demonstrated the many serious anomalies of the exist-
ing electcral system;

And whereas ibis niatter was debated at the ]mat
session of the present parliament but did not reaoh
a vote;

And wherens the gavernment has prarnised ta sub-
mit Y% redistribution bill during the present session;

And whereas it in important that Boy desirable
electoral reforme be adapted in canhunction with redis-
tribution;

Therefore be it resalved,-
That in the opinion of this Hanse, for the purpose
of dernonstrating the working and effects cf the sys-
temn cf trus prapartional representation. one or mors
multi-memrber constituencies should be constituted by
the redistribution legisiatian in whioh that aystem
éhould be applied at the nazi general election.

Hie said: May I he permitted for a very
few minutes to give a resumé of the case I
presented last year, in view of the fact that
there may he some members present now
who have flot read the debates in Hansard
and who were flot here lhat year?.

I traced last year, first the history of the
attention which had heen given to this subject
by this parliament from the time when the
late Hon. Mr. Monk introduced it on the
l5th Mardi, 1909, up to the the time at which
I spoke, covering a number of cases when
this matter was submitted to and debated by
this House and action taken thereon. With-
out mentioning ail of the cases which I men-
tioned last year, I would like to draw atten-
tion to the fact that in 1921 a committee was
appointed to consider this matter, which com-
nuttee reported quite late in the session of
1921, too late for anything to be done durmng
that session.

Now, as the House has already adopted
the first recommendation of that committee,
I wish to deal with the other question pre-
sented to it. I pointed out last year that,
having adopted the alternative vote method,
we would flot necessarily get very far towards
a true representation, and I instanced a num-
ber of cases under the old system which
showed how difficuit it was either with the
voting method we have foilowed in the past,
or with the alternative vote method, to secure
a true representation. May I briefly enumer-
ate the cases which I presented to the House
last year in that connection? They were:
Nova Scotia federal election of 1904; British
Columbia federal election of 1911; Dominion
federal election of 1896; Manitoba provincial
election of 1914; Dominion federal election
of 1908; Dominion federal election of 1911;
British elections of 1918; Transvaal elections
of 1914; Ontario provincial elections of 1919;
Alberta election of 1921; New York aider-
manie elections of 1921.

I then proceeded to make a somewhat ex-
haustive analysis of the last Canadian general
election and gave a very large number of factq
in that connection. Next I pointed out-illus-
trating this point by referring to the Canadian
federal elections of 1908 and 1911-the way in
which the pendulum swung from one extreme
to another, with a very amail change in
popular vote; and in that connection I
pointed out that in 1911 a majority of 47
representatives could have been wiped out by a
change in the popular vote of less than 3,000.
So there is a great deal to support the state-
ment that under the aid system the result
of aur elections was pretty much of a politi-
cal gamble. I pointed out, next, the very
remarkable accuracy in representation which
occurs under the systemn of proportional vot-
ing, referring in that connection to the Tas-
manian electiohs of 1909, 1912, 1916 and 1919;
the Belgian elections of 1908; the Finland
elections of 1909; the New South Wales' elec-


