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COMMONS

reasoning, because after all you got over
200,000 more votes than we did. Well,
analysing these figures I find he was right.

The unit of representation per member
for the Government supporters averages
therefore 10,989; the Conservatives, 19,430
per member, and the Progressives 11,836.
We have 118 members supporting the Gov-
ernment, 50 Liberal-Conservative members,
65 Progressives, and 2 Independents. If
we were to take the basis of the vote of the
Liberal-Conservatives as the basis of rep-
resentation, the Government would have
only 66 seats as against our 50, and the
Progressives would have 39. If we take
the Government unit, the Conservatives
would have 88 seats as against their pres-
ent 50, and the Progressives 70 seats. I
think the fortunes of war have dealt pretty
kindly with my hon. friend the leader of
the Government, and that on reflection he
* will think that after all he should not per-
-haps gibe us too much on forming a party
which can only properly count 22 members.

If there is one thing that this House
ought to do during the present session it
is to pass a redistribution bill. The Speech
from the Throne does not indicate any
very extensive legislative programme. My.
hon. friend is the head of a minority gov-
ernment. I do not know what the future
holds in store for him or for his party;
nobody knows; he himself does not know,.
In order, therefore, to ensure something
like fair'and proper representation of the
people in the next Parliament, the neces-
sary steps to effect redistribution should
be taken at. once.

We have heard a good deal about cam-
paign literature. Definite pledges, plat-
forms and statements have been referred
to by my leader and brought to the at-
tention of the Prime Minister. Am I un-
fair in saying that the Prime Minister’s
reception of this recapitulation of campaign
promises was, to say the least, cynical?
The Prime Minister tells us not to take
seriously this camvaign literature; not to
take seriously the pledges given to the
people during the election campaign by the
different parties. The hon. gentleman re-
minded my leader of a certain poster which
contained the statement that Canada
needed a certain very eminent gentleman,
and went on to remark that the country
did not think so. But if the cartoonist
was wrong; if that idea was for the mo-
ment mistaken, is that any reason why

the plighted word and solemn pledges of-

gentlemen returned to office should not be
observed?
[Sir Henry Drayton.]

What is the use of an election if those
who have voted for the victorious party
find that the pledges on the strength of
which they voted never existed? Does my
hon. friend intend during the present ses-
sion to bring down a bill to amend the
Criminal Code? In that code there are
laws dealing with misrepresentation,—
and I may point out to my hon. friend
that the crime of misrepresentation is only
complete when the offender charged gets

the goods. My hon. friend has the goods
here; he is in office. Anyone who by false
pretences, or misrepresentation, obtains

property, even of infinitesimal wvalue, is
guilty of a crime and liable to a long term
of imprisonment. Does my hoh. friend
think it is a small thing to say that faith
with the people may be broken, that repre-
sentations made for the purpose of obtain-
ing office may ecynically be disallowed?
I am disappointed, more than disappointed,
in the attitude of my hon. friend. I have
had a high opinion of his character, and
I am sure that upon reflection he will
admit that such a serious matter cannot be
disposed of by an easy gibe.

I am disappointed in my hon. friend for
another reason. You know, Mr. Speaker,
something happened during the last elec-
tion—the Liberals discovered something
during the campaign. Why, they discov-
ered Toronto, and they proclaimed their
discovery in their pre-election literature.
Here is another of those things to which
the Prime Minister thinks we should not
pay attention. I was in hopes that what I

.am about to read was a distinct conversion

of the great Liberal party to the just claims
of Toronto. What do they say? Here is
a campaign- advertisement graced by my
hon. friend’s picture. I use the word
“graced” advisedly; it is a very good por-
trait.

Mr. CHISHOLM: We cannot hear a
word of what my hon. friend is saying.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: I am very
sorry. Among other things I was observ-
ing that this campaignr document is graced
by a fair picture of the Prime Minister.

Mr. McMASTER: That is good so far.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: First rate; it
is all good, but apparently it is not to be
“taken seriously.” It reads:

Is Toronto, which produces over twenty-three
per cent of the total revenue of the Dominion,
entitled to adequate custom house facilities, and
a post office worthy of a city of the size and im-
portance of Toronto?



