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quency in some quarter in connection with
this business?

At the opening of the first session of this
parliament, the greeting of the hon. the
first minister to the members from Man-
itoba was certainly not a pleasant one. I
do not think that the right hon. gentleman
would have greeted us in that way if he
had known the real facts. He told us that
we are here by virtue of stuffed lists, Sir,
the reverse is the fact. We are here by
virtue of honest lists, but when we
learned the source of the right hon.
gentleman’s information, we were not
ssurprised. I shall not say a word about
the ex-Minister of the Interior, as it would
be contrary to the rules to say anything
that might be offensive to a member of
this House, but I will say that in Mani-
toba he had a lot of the rankest registra-
tion scamps to be found anywhere at work
in any province. And when he resigned
as attorney general and left Manitoba, he
left us as a legacy his election law,
and that law was a beauty and was beauti-
fully administered. The lists for Manitoba
were a disgrace. At great expense of time
and trouble we had those lists revised be-
fore a judge, and the result of that revi-
sion, which occupied about three weeks,
was to strike off about 3,000 names of
bogus voters. There were about 900 names
of men put on the list by the revising
judge who had been improperly left off.
After we had cleaned the lists, we were not
very long in cleaning out those who were
responsible for them. We are not here by
virtue of stuffed lists. The people had be-
fore them these matters I have spoken of
and the result was they elected members
to sit on this side. The people had, right
under their very eyes, the maladministra-
tion of'the Department of the Interior, and
if the hon. gentleman had been out there
during the election, he would have had
ample evidence to satisfy him that it was
not stuffed lists but a strong political club
in the hands of an honest, intelligent and
indignant electorate which returned the
Conservative party in that province.

Mr. THOMAS S. SPROULE (East Grey).
In offering a few observations on the ad-
dress, I wish in the first place to congratu-
late the mover and seconder on the very
creditable way in which they discharged
the important duty assigned them. Few
could take exception to the manner in
which they presented the case from their
standpoint.  Certainly if brevity is the
soul of wit, they set a good example to
members of this House. The right hon.
the Prime Minister told us that he cher-
ished the hope that this would be a
short session, and in that opinion he was
strengthened bv the first speech of my
hon. friend the leader of the opposition.

Let me tell the right hon. gentleman that
the length or brevity of a session depends
very much more on the government than
on the opposition. If the government,
when parliament meets, have their work
well in hand, if they bring down promptly
the returns to which the House is en-
titled, if they lay on the table without de-
lay the departmental reports and other in-
formation which the House requires in
order to intelligently perform its work,
then the opposition will assist the govern-
ment to the best of its ability to shorten
the session. But on the other hand, if the
government bring down their measures
only half digested and are unable to reach
a conclusion regarding them for weeks, if
they allow them to remain day after day
on the Order Paper without doing any-
thing, they have no right to blame the oppo-
sition for extending the session. That, how-
ever, is a state of things to which we have
become accustomed under the present gov-
ernment.

We can all express our congratulations
and gratitude to his Excellency the Gover-
nor General for the information he has
given us in the speech from the Throne.
We are grateful to him for the assurance
that the country is prosperous. Of course,
we may know more or less about the con-
dition of the country ourselves, but such
information is always pleasant coming
from the high source it does, having been
put into the mouth of his Excellency by
his constitutional advisers, who of course
have at their disposal the means of ascer-
taining the country’s condition. But will
the government tell us to what extent that
prosperity is due to any act of theirs?
What have they done during the year to
account for that prosperity? It may be
reasonable to assume that thev desire to .
impress the people in some way or other
with the conviction that that prosperity is
due to something the government has
done. At any rate they have not given
Divine Providence any consideration for
that prosperity at all; and since the gov-
ernment has not given any credit to Provi-
dence, we must presume that it wishes to
have all the credit itself.

We are assured that immigration is pour-
ing into the country in a well directed
stream from the best elements of the British
Isles, the continent of Europe and the
United States. But the government forgot
to put into the speech from the Throne the
fact that the North Atlantic Trading Com-
pany has gone out of existence. During:
many years it was claimed that the influx
of immigration was due to the efforts of that
company, but we have now the assurance
from the highest source that, even sine=
that comvany has ceased to exist, immigra-
tion has been pouring into Canada in a well
directed stream, composed of some of the



