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pointed at the rate of speed which the gov-
ernment have stipulated for this fast Iine.

Mfr. ROBINSON (Elgin). I miay say that
a lady wlio is anxious to get to Europe
without seasickness should take the ship
at Molntreal for the rea son that she gets used1
to the swing of the boat before sue gets
out to sea, aad then she will not get sea-
sick. Every Canadian who wishes to avoid
seasickness should take the steamer at Mont-
reai or Quebec and not go to Hlalifax.

lIon. Mfr. ROSS (Victoria, N.S.) Yon cali-
not go to Moatreal in the winter Urne.

3fr. KEMP. 1 wish to ask the lion. memi-
ber for St. Lawrence (Mr. Bickerdike) if
the hulîs of British steamships are insured
ln Canadian companies ?

Mr. BICKERDIKE. No. There are no
Canadian insurance companies large enoilgh
to do that business. It is doae eatirely at
Lloyds in England.

Mr. KEMP. That is what 1 thouglit, andi
of course the huil is usually worth more
than the cargo. 1 wisli to nsk the Post-
master General what steps were takea wheii
the members of the governmeat visited
London last summer in regard to the rate
of insurauce on British slips coming to tlie
St. Lawrence ?

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. I attend-
ed before a commîttee of Lloyds, and I stat-
ed tliat the opinion prevailed lu Canada that
Lloyds was discriminating unfairly against
the St. Lawrence water route. These gen-
tlemen pointed out some reasons that seemeti
to warrant their action, attributing liowevýr
to tlie St. Lawrence route disasters that
were not fairly attributable t0 it. In fact
I think that tliey even attributed to the
St. Lawrence route disasters to vessels sail-
ing fromi a Canadian port thougli these dis-
asters happen on the coast of England or
Scotland. However, tliey stated that they
were anxious to remiove any discrimination,
and on behlaf of the government I inviteti
thei to send representatives to Canada to
study our route and to point ont what act-
ion on our part would remove tbese ditli-
culties. I stated on behaîf of the goverii-
ment that we would pay ail the expenises
of that examination lu order that we inay
know definitely if possible wliat their ob-
jections were, s0 that we miglit take steps
to remove these objections. They liave pro-
mised to send a committee here, but I amn
not aware that tliey have doue so yet.

Mr. CLARKCE. Was anytliag said at
that conference about the fast Atlantic inie ?

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. That
was flot the subject we were discussing at
Lloyds.

Mr. CLARKE. I thought it was antici-
pateti that there would lie a good Geai of
defflculty ein getting insurancte f <w these
shîps.

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. That
was îiot the subjeet of discussion.

Mr. KEMP. The Postmnaster Genera] can
hold ont no hope fromn any expression of
opinion on the part of the underwriters that
there will lie a reduction in the insurance
rates in the immediate future.

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. 1 woucid
iiot be warranted in speaking for thein.
They expressed the ntmost frieadliness to-
wards Canadiani trade and a desire to bie
fair. They expiaiaed however that Lloyds,
as %ve ail know, is not a corporation having
a tixed rate of insurance, but that the rates
are lixed by the opinion of the underwriters
on each occasion. Wben a bottom is to be
insured tue broker goes to the roomn where
the different underwriters have their desks
and lie presents a memorandum to the under-
writers showing what amount of insurance
is wanted on a certain slip, and lie puts
dowa the rate off ered and ail who are -willing
to underwrite at that rate do so. The broker,
from the knowledge of the requirementg of
the individual underwriters, practicaliy est!-
mates what the rate wvi]l be and the figure
is reached as the resuit of the prevailing
opinion among the underwriters. The diffi-
culty is of course to change the opinion of
the uaderwriters. 1 found a very friendly
feeling on the part of the committee towards
Canada and a desire on their part to lie
satisfied, that our route was flot entitled to
lie black-listed as It lias been. Perhaps
some correspondence lias takea place lie-
tweeen the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
at the' time (Hon< Mr. Sutherland) and the
nnderwriters. But the point I pressed upon
them was, that tliey shoulfi tliemselves send
representatives to learn for tliemselves that
the reason for discrimination no longer ex-
isted or, If it did, then to have thiat reason
made clear witli a vlew to Its removal.

Mr. KEMP. 1 wouid like now to inquire
as to what the cost is of carrying the Can-
adlin mails from liere to New York, and
transferring tliem across the Atlantic?

Tue POST'MASTER GENERAL. The
rates are fixed by the International Postal
Convention. - I cannot say from memory
what tbey are.

Mr. KENDALL. There is a phase of this
qnestion which 1 would like to accentuate.
The insurance companies, 1 think, are not
eiîtirely to blame. The steamship companles
are very iargely to biame for many of
the wrecks that occur. To show this, 1 may
mention two incidents that came -Lnder my
own observation. By accident 1 happened
to lie lu the office of a large steamship com-
pans la London when 1 heard the captalai
of one of their vessels soundly censured by
one of the directors for niot having made
better time on two of his recent trips. The
captain pleaded that lie lad to rua Ilirougli
a fog. and that if hie had rua faster, lie
would bave been in danger of running Imb
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