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Mr. OUIMET. He says further :- is very much greater indeed than the popu-
The western sites have the hest soil for founda- lation west. So far as this business he re-

tion, and are somewhat drier soi. There is noi ferred to is concerned, there is nothng
drainage, and the nature of the ground is wet that. Mr. T. A. Garland conducts a large
below about three feet from the surface. * * * business a quarter of a mile further west of
There are no available lots on the north side of this site, because years ago, in the boom
the avenue except inner lots, and they are held days, he bulit a large warehouse upon his
at fancy prices. .property in the west end hoping that busi-
As to prices, lie was asked by telegram from ness sonie day would go there, and rather
Mr. Fuller:than let the building go to ruin. lie conducts

the business In it. So far as the central
Are rates per foot frontage given -in your re- sehool is concerned, it is very far from the

port on Portage la Prairie fair and reasonable ' eentre of the town, and within a year or
The answer is two tliey have heen obliged to build

Price reasonable, below current rates of ad- ward schools in the eastern and north-
joining property. ern part of the town. It is inac-

. curate to say that the town is grow-
Mr. MARTIN. le did not refer to tihis ing- more in the west thanl in the east.

side ait all. The town is growing far more in the east
Mr. OUIMEET. His report is dated ini cnd thani in the west end .and the population

August, and this telegran is dated Sth is increasing a great deal more east of this
September. For these reasons, I think the site than west of ILt. As for Lansdowne
department wîas justified in coming to the College, it was disbanded a year ago. and
conculsion that the present site is the best. is now a boarding-house. and it throws 110
the mîost central, anid that the price paid liglt upon the question. With regard to
was reasonable. Now as to the charaeter those gentlemen to whom the lion. gentle-
of the reconunendations, I do not know these main lias referred, whose etestiiony Is given
gentlemen, McClenagan & Newiman, but I there. I drew attention to facts wh1icl nullify
understand they are good friends of lion. gen- the testinony of those gentlemen. I would
tlemen opposite, and that they are respect- draw the Ministers attention to this fact
a)le citizens of the town. But surely. if wvithî regard to Mr. Siitl. I amn sure Mr.
their evidence is going to be discredited be- Smnithl never intended to say that the pricè
cause they are interested, the hon. gentle- off this site was reasonable. because he lias
man's evidence nmust be challenged in the by lis report practically put it out of the
sanie way, because lie advocates the eastern question.
site, and if I an fot nistaken, lie is largely Mr. BOYD, Since this question was be-
interested in that part of the town. fore the House on a previous occasion. I

Mr. MARTIN. I have large properties in cannot say that the hon. member for Winni-
the west of the city, perhaps as mucli as peg (Mr. Martin) lias thrown any new liglit
some of these gentlemen. on the subject. There is no question that

Mr. OUIMET. There is another consi- there is a good deal of feeling in that town
deration. These gentlemen interested in between the east and the west end, and the

that part of the city, were asking that their lion. memer for Winnipeg is to a great
interests might be looked after simply be- extent responsible for that feeling. Nov,

cause the hon. gentleman had espoused so the old post office has stood for the last

strongly the interests of the eastern people. twelve years, and the site has only ben
Thie western peuple had to be looked after remnoved 100 feet west. He says the centre

by some ne. because nobody cese would of the population is considerably east of the

have paid any attention to them. I think present site. I have undoubted evidence
the hon. gentleman himself considered the that one block east of where the present post

people living in the western part of the otfice has been selected, is the centre of the

town as men whMose interests were not of population. I have also undoubted evidence
mueh account. On the whole, I think the that 40 per cent of the bus'ness of Portage
departnent lias acted on the reports made la Prairie is. done west of the present post
by our officer, and las seeured the 1est site, office site.
and at a reasonable prIce. Mr. MARTIN. Pshaw!

Mr. MARTIN. I do not blame the Minis- Mr. BOYD. That is the hon. gentleman's
ter of Public Works, because he bas been opinion, but I do not think any evidence I
misinformned, but the statements he lias could produce or that any one else could
given to the House, are not accurate. I sup- produce, would satisfy the hon. member for
pose he gives theni on the authority of the Winnipeg, unless the post office was remov-
bon. ienber .for Marquette (Mr. Boyd.) I ed down close to the east end where lie used
have no hesitation in saying they are not lis influence to have ail the other local
accurate, because I know every foot of this buildings placed. The central school is one
town. It is not true that this site Is any- block west.
where near the centre of the population of
Portage la Pra:irie. I have no besitation in Mr. MARTIN. No, the central school Is
saying tbat the population east of this site in the same block.
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