Canada will continue to establish terrestrial and marine protected areas in the Arctic
and monitor biodiversity and ecological integrity. Canada recognizes that ecologically
sensitive areas are essential for the conservation of Arctic species including polar
bears, caribous, migratory birds, and marine mammals and other aquatic species.
These sensitive areas play a key role in the survival and recovery of species at risk.
They also provide significant ecotourism opportunities to an expanding market of
Canadians and international visitors.

Canada has made significant progress in establishing protected areas in over
10 percent of our North, designating 80 protected areas covering nearly
400,000 square kilometres. These areas include 11 national parks, six national
wildlife areas and 16 migratory bird sanctuaries and will protect habitat for a wide
variety of species.

Canada continues to plan for additional protected areas in the North and has an am-
bitious program to expand the national park system, including the creation of three
new national parks. The Government of Canada is moving forward in consultation
with communities and industry to add nearly 70,000 square kilometres to Canada’s
Northern protected areas network. Canada will be finalizing a Policy Framework for
Canada’s National Network of Marine Protected Areas that will guide marine protect-
ed area establishment, including the five marine ecoregions found in the Arctic. The
creation of the majority of existing national parks in the Arctic proceeded hand-in-hand
with land claim negotiations, as are all of the new national park proposals.

Second, Canada will continue to actively contribute to and support international ef-
forts to address climate change in the Arctic, including both mitigation and adaptation
in the Arctic. Climate change is having a disproportionate impact on the Arctic, and the
Arctic Council’s 2004 Arctic Climate Impact Assessment heightened global awareness
of the problem
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