
LIFE ON A CAROUSEL 

Round and round it goes; 
Where it stops, nobody knows. 
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by 
Laurel Pardy 
1985, revised 1994 

The author is a twenty-five year veteran of the Canadian foreign service. Postings to India, 
Africa, the United States and Central America provide the experience on which her observations 
are based. Her two children started their foreign service life at ages two years and three months 
respectively and ac,companied their parents throughout their school years. She was active in 
the Foreign Service Community Association, serving as President from 1992-1994 and has been 
a regular contributor to bout de papier since 1985. It is through these articles that the author 
is best known, sharing her insights and comments on the rotational lifestyle with other members 
of the foreign service. 
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