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Uricerlving issuees 2ng the Context of the Study

Underlying this study are issues thst have been s

subject of debate in the United Staetes anc in Canede for

some time. The Canacdian/Americen buciness reistionship
represents the largest trede partnershia in the worid as the
Canadian and Am=srican beorocer is the longest unguarded
border. Yet, while these tws nations &-e close in terms ofF
their shared interests in &n economitc and broacer sense,
{‘ each netion has its own economic tragitions thet have been

shaped by its independent pattern of historicael cevelopment.
The relationship suggests certain basic stratecy questions.
Given the simultaneous cioseness and independence, should
Canads’s stretegy for advancing its economic objectives be
to reinforce its relzgtions with ites treciticnal friends,
such as those who advocate free trade? Or, should &
communications program to improve investment ans trade
reiations be targeted &t interests withnin the UniteZ States
that have opposec generslized free trade but might welcome &
specia)l economic relaetionship with Canada? These strategic
policy questions establish a theme that underliecs the

examination of attitudes conteined in this study of American

economic leaders.




