
CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMI-
NATION AGAINST WOMEN

THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PRESENT CONVENTION,

NOTING that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirms faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights
of men and women,

NOTING that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the principle
of the inadmissibility of discrimination and proclaims that ail human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and
freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kind, including distinction based
on sex,

NOTING that the States Parties to the International Covenants on Human Rightshave the obligation to ensure the equal right of men and women to enjoy all economic,
social, cultural, civil and political rights,

CONSIDERING the international conventions concluded under the auspices of theUnited Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and
women,

NOTING ALSO the resolutions, declarations and recommendations adopted by the
United Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and
women,

CONCERNED, however, that despite these various instruments extensive
discrimination against women continues to exist,

RECALLING that discrimination against women violates the principles of equali-
ty of rights and respect for human dignity, is an obstacle to the participation of women,on equal terms with men, in the political, social, economic and cultural life of their
countries, hampers the growth of the prosperity of society and the family and makes
more difficult the full development of the potentialities of women in the service oftheir countries and of humanity,

CONCERNED that in situations of poverty women have the least access to food,
health, education, training and opportunities for employment and other needs,

CONVINCED that the establishment of the new international economic order based
on equity and justice will contribute significantly towards the promotion of equality
between men and women,


