
Each year, hundreds of peo-
pie from Canada and abroad
offer to help find new fossils.
Last summer, tilere were
36 volunfeers from Canada,
fthe United Stafes, Norway
and Nepal working with the
professionals. Their enthu-
siasm was crucial, for they
did muchi of the necessary
and time-consuming spade-
work. As Sfrong-Watsofl
points ouf, "Although if
appears you are Iust sifting
scraping away diri from a
single bone, you're learning
the entire trne. People find it
relaxing and they find if very
educafional ."
Popular theories on the disap-
pearance of the dinosaurs are
many and varied, but the
Alberta digs are helping to
answer the question more
definitively. While some hold
that a cafasfrophic event such
as a meteor colliding with the
earth caused their extinction,
others confend thaf a Slew
of volcanic eruptions wiped
them ouf. If seems more
likely, however, that it was
neither of these possibilifies.

Indeed, Paf Lee, among other
paleonfologisfs at the Tyrell
Museum, believes that fhe
dinosaur population decreased
gradually over several million
years, due f0 changing vege-
tafion and climatic conditions.
This theory is supported by
findings in Alberta: there
have been 35 species of
dinosaurs found thaf date
back f0 between 68 and
72 million years ago; a sub-
sfanfially smaller number of
species,(found furfher north)
date back f0 befween 65 and
68 million years ago; and
very few species (stili furfher
norfh) date back to 64 million
years ago - the cut-off poinf
when the lasf of fihe dm0o-
saurs lived.

Alfhough fhe sfory of the
'dinosaurs is by no means
complete, paleonfological
studies in Alberta are making
greaf strides in advanclng
humankind's undersfanding
of fhe rilghty prehistoric
creafures.


