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The Teaching of Nature
Study in Rural Schools

By Miss Emma A. Smith

UR first thought 'is what is’ Nature Study and

what benefit is it to the child? Nature Study con-
sists of simple, truthful, observations of nature, This
being so we must lead children to see things exactly
as they are thus leading them to discern the truth.

The children gain much useful knowledge as they
learn of Nature's ways and forces,

Nature Study should give the child a l:io-loq love
of nature and companionship with nature. It should
hll his mind with beautiful thoughts and wholesome

interests and thus separate him from much evﬂ which
may lie in his way.

From my owncxpenencelhared\osenthehst
hour of the day for the regular lesson, It matters not
how weary and dull the children may be feeling they
become active, eager and excited over the lesson even

the best record gets a prize when the time of prizes

come but no child is compelled to pass in his record

to be judged for'a prize in the contest. 1keéep int totich

with all these records and know just what each dﬁﬂ

is doing, thus keeping up both his and my own mtd'é&t.
Often in the spring-time we keep spec:al ‘bltd :

flower calendars, carefully drawn and de

ed under such headings as :—Name of B

Date when first seen, Descnptum, and N.

Reporting it. Each child is proud

covery., He will search ﬁelds and

discovery These calendars are the
school.

When we do not recogné";"
flowers, weeds, hugs ’

‘names from our'ooloted charts or bo

forward their specimens to The D
any, Entomology, Agriculture or |

tawa and always récewé ‘the _

when taught in the school-room.: As th:;g gather. a- e
round the specimens, experimenting, observing, rea~
soning they became so absorbed and happy gh,at all

weariness vanishes. Going from the &

this spirit makes school a. better place.. Wher

a lesson in the school-room if posﬂ'ﬂ%

on the road of making an interesting disce

himself before the next lesson

have to wait that long. His selffacq

will be the most 1mponmttop1co ;

first time ‘he meets ‘you. '™

Out-of-doors seems the best school-room

Nature Lesson. “T'he children will iove it “‘d "m -

u)mpllsh an astonishing amount of wak 0“ ihfi;%‘ o s

mise of a trip to field, pond, “m W00
out under the blue sky.

Although there is an abmdance of material mrhand
at all seasons of the year the spring seems' tosﬁﬁd‘fmt’

the strongest call to the student of nature. During’a

part of the year we keep our observations in’ ‘connec-, ! Rr And SR

tion with our Weather Reports. but from zldm:h 21st

to the end of June we keep separate Ry o V

our Nature ‘Study Observations on which each child

records all he observes of natare such as: the ’melting 3

of the smow, the directions of wmds and rains, the

st.nrtmg of the sap, the flow of ice in the river, the.

of the
passing of the wild geese; the first croaking

frogs, the return of the birds, the budding of the ﬂow;
ers, the first ploughing and the sowing of each kind o
¢ rup——anythmg—-everythmg The child who hands in




