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Irregularity of School Attendance.

In the isvhools of Nova Scutia for 1898, - the average
o!f quarterly percentage of attendance " was only 66.
That meanii that in a svhool of one hiundred pupils, thfiirty-
four were absent every day. Or to put it another way,
every pupil on] ant average Iost over a day and a hlai
each week. About hait the pupils enrolled attended
but two days per week. There rere '20,000 pupils Who
wenit as low on1 an avýrage, as Orle day per week. The
attenidance in tie ,ecliool8 of 'New Brunswick was no
better.

Every teacher knows that irregularity o! attendance
le One o! tiie worst evils againest whieh lie bas to con-
tend. At the. beginniing of the terri h.r carefully classi-
fies hie pupils. fle goes, to school on Monday miorning
with his fessons care!ully prepared. Those present in
the. various classes are deeply interemted, underst-and tIie
'lemssens f Ully, ILnd are prepar<1 t, niake freeli advances
in tIie different subjects. O)Y Tueeday morning some
eabsentees turn up. If tIi. tvacher go.. on wlth the.
work they are unable to followv, not having learned the.
precedinig day'e lesûns, and flot, being interested they
S0011 infect avvrmeIy the. odher miemibere of tii. clas.
If, for the be<it o! the irregular pupilsq, tiie teacher
g'o.. over ytrayswork, the. regu!ar- pupilm, being
compelled inerely to mnark tinie, lose, intereet. In the.
Ina1tjOtity O!fae thte ir-regUlar puisare tiiose W110 Can
lewst afford to los any part o! tii. t4-e ig, Tt i. evi-
dent theni, that the tardy or irregular pupil, not only
ruins hiie)!, but that lie inflicts a serions injury upon
every other ninember of the edhool. Sohool trustees are
tiierefore justifled in talciug mevere nieaeuree te proteet
the. schools under thevir charge !rom so great an evil.

But there is aniother lin. (i! argume(nt t.bat leads to
the marne conclusion. The state, assuntirig that ignorpMce
and illiteracy are dangerous elemnents, sas.y tliat ail pro-
perty mlhuuld be tajxed te support education. It accord-
ingly provide. teachers and sdhool accommodation for
ail the chidrenl, but oùt. of very one hundred ptipils
thirity-fuur are aliment. Tri Cenltrail Europe, and la surh
vities as Worwvmter and Canibridge, Massciiusetts4, only
ten are absent. Nuw thwrre cai b4 no vaiid reaeoni wliy
in a city like Hlalifax, there ahuould b.e in the. lundred,
say twenty-six abseniees, wile in Wurcomer tiser. are
but teri.

IL ie evideint that the. auouiit of tinie and miey
spent upon the. mchools miighit li. productive of uiixteen
per cent more good than at present, if parents vere
unly couec.ious4 o! tii. lass their ohildren suffer by non-
attendance and the equally great lows thIey inflict tapon
otiiers.
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