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Convention of Alberta Municipalities
(BY OUR SPECIAt CORRESPONDENT).

The, twelfth annuai convention of the Union of Alberta E. Michener, Leader of the Opposition M. L.A., Red
Municipalities opened in Edmonton ait the palatial Mac- Deer.
donald hotel on Wednesday, November 8th for two days George J. Kinnaird, F.R.C.A., Edmùnýton.
sessions. President Dr. Costello, Mayor of Calgary, Hon. President: Mayor M. C. Costello, Calgary.
occupied the chair, and out of fifty three of a membership President: N. Holmes, Mayor of Claresholm.
forty-nine were in attendance. First Vice-President: J. P. Holden, Mayor of Vegreville,.

The convention was declared formally opened by his Second Vice-President. A. C. Hawthorne, Mayor of Medi-
honor Lieutenant Governor R. G. Brett, and Mayor W. T. cine Hat.
Henry.cenferred the freedom of the capital city of Alberta Secretary-Treasure-r: J. D. Saunders, Secretary-Treasurer
upon the delegates, Mayor N. flolmes of Claresholm and of Carnrose.
Mayor W. D. L. Hardie of Lethbridge, replying on behalf Exècutive: Mayor H. E. Osmond, Dl'dsbury.
of the convention. Mayor W. T. Henry, Edmonton; D. W. Marnock, Leth-

Resolution and credential committees were struck and bridge; Councillor R. J. Chrystal, Carstairs; Thos. J.
then the convention proceeded to take up the program. Stacey, secretary-treasurer of Fort Saskatchewan; Secre,-
Secretary Treasurer, J, D. Saunders of the town of Cabrose tary-treasurer Johnson of Olds and W. J. Seed of Ver-
gave a paper on "Tax Enforcement Proceedings" as applt- milion.

cable to towns and villagps, declaring the act cumber- Next year the convention will mmt at Calgary.
The resolutions passed at the convention, among thernsome, costly and unwieldy, while D. Mitchell, assistant being a number of amendments ýto the Towns Act and Taxcity comptroller of Èdmonton gave a good paper on

"Control of Municipal Expenditures." Mr. Mitchell show- Enforement Procpedings which affects only the villages
ed, in answer to a question by Ex-mayor William Short, and small towns, are as follows:
K.C., of Edmonton that since Edmonton had established Moratorium Provisions.
the comptrollers' dýepartment, a saving of over three-quart- Moved hy Ald. John McNeill, Calgary, seconded by G.
ers of a million dollars had been effected in currGnt expen- R * Marnock, president of the Lethbridge board of trade.
dItures in 1915 over 1914, and that the estimated saving "Whereas this convention is entIrely in sympathy with
of 1916 over làst year was in the neighhorhood of one- ýuch measures as protect the property of bona flde sol-

diers and riailors, butquarter of a million dollars. "Whereas difficultles would arise ln prepaMug a. Est ofAt the afternoon session of the first day, Dr. T, H. unpaid taxes which would be free from containing prop-Whitelaw, medic4l Officer of health for the city of Edi erties owned by soldiers and sailors at present enlistedmenton' and president' of the 'Alberta Medical Society, and men who may in future enlist for active service andgave a comprehensive paper en "Municipal Health Pro- "Whereas it is necessary for the proper and efficientblems" advocatini town planning as a remedy for slum government of our clties, towns and villages, that theyand evil conditions. George T. Kinnaird, 'patron of the should et b re tri d more than la absolutely neces-union, and a, member of the firm. of Klnnaird and Hender- sary in the collection of theý rervenues required for theson, Independent'auditors for tho city e Edmonton, gave administration of their government, andan address on "Municipal Audits" declaring that auditQrs "Whereas, prospective purchasers of properties at taxwere the family physiclans of the munIcipality. sale, or of tax sale certificates would require assurance ofIn the evening the City of Edmonton tendered a ban- being able in due cour e to attach the propertles,quct to the delegates,'thelr wives and friendB, at which "Resolved that in the opinion or this convnétion thethe cabinet members and legislators of the province Were Moratorium provisions should apply only 'to soldiexs andpresent, representatives of the clérgy and militia, all the, sallors actually enlisted In' the overseas naval and militar'y lÉheads of the yalrious clvic departments and the ladies. forces or in the armies and navies of His Majesty theThe-toast list was patriotic and representative and the King and of our allies and
speakersý included His Honor. Lient. Governor R. 0. Brett, "That the Moratorium act should be so amended thatHon. Ducau Marshali, Minister of .- ,--riculture; Hon. Wil- it will apply only to men enliqted as above andfred CarIcýpy, Minister of Municipal Affalrs; A. P. Ewing, "That in order to facilitate the carrying outof tax sales,M. L. A., Mayor Costello of Calgary; . Mayor Hardie Of soldiers' and sailors' property be not excluded froin theLethbridge, Mayor Halladay of Hanna; Mayor Holden of 'Ilsts, but t1iat such bona-fide soldiers and sà1lors 'ShouldVegreÎ > Ille, Right Rev.,Blshop Henry Allan Gray; Rev. Dr. be given until elghtSn months after the conclusion oofMeQueen, Moderator of the Prcsbyterian Church; Lieut.- the war to redeem their property, and that such redemp-Colonel James Cornwall et the 2i8th Battalion; Lieut.- tion be arranged so that the costs' attacheà wlIl be borneColonel' Edulard Leprohon et the 233rd BattaliOn, Mayor by the respective elties, towns and villages." Carried,Hawthorne of Medicine Hat, Alderman 0. Bush of Ed- Discourt for Taxes.monton, M. R. Jenniijgkand otheýrs. MoVed by R. J. Chrystalý seconded byJ. E. Welton:A good paper glven at ý the convention waB on "Free "That this commIttee recommend that the governmentHospitals" by Mrs. W. Mý DavIdson ci Calgary who Is make provision fer villages to allow a. discount 4or taitestouring theprovince in the interests of goyernmental on similar basis as permitted to towns."---Carried.establIshcd free hospitals-. The women of Alberta have Moved by H. Il. Hallfday seconded by Thomas-É. Me.already Detitioned the Alberta government on the matter, Clellan
advocating the surveying of the province Into hospital dis- "Any village. or tOwIL MaY Put an uPset pri e at anytrict, each district to take a referendurn vote on the ques- tax or tax enforcement sale, equal to ali taxese
tien, taxaticn to be the means of maintaJning the hospitals against any parcel of land."-Carried. and cogts

bolng able in due course to attach the properties, Moved by J. B. HoIden (VegrevIlle):
Ex-Mayor William Short, K. C., of Edmonton, diseussed "That in view of the Pmscat method of Tax. ftforce-his paper given at the eleventh annual convention of the ment proceeding belng unsuited to existJng conditions th'e

unioi held at Basonne on "MÙnielpal Taxation Problems', crecutIve of thls union appoint a commIttee to Investi . ..........andhe advcýeaied taxation on a frontage hasts. gate, other possible methods and to conter wIth the départ-The secrotary treasurer of the union in preseutIng his ment of municipal affafrs as to a remedy."--Carried.
report showed-that total,'eeeefl)ts for the past year emaunt- Moved by W. MeMulien (Tofield):
ed to $738.96 while dfsbursements were $575.07, leaving a "That the department be requested to change the preeentbalatée on band amounting to $163.89. : form of assessment and Tax Roll by the, addition of aTlir, second day's session saw the electIon of officers column headed 4Legai Costs.' "----Carrled. ..........fer 1917 and Howard Stutchbury, secretary of the Military Equality of Pensions.
Hospital Commission gave a paper on -The Care of the "V,7hereas the Canadian.Army la a citizen army com-..,Retuilned Di abied $oldler." posed of men from ail.parts of Canada in allwalks of luiteThà officel-8 for 1916-17 are: and
Patrons,* Hon. R. Gý Brett, Lieut.-Governor. "Whereas lu the m .aJorfty of ýcaae% thé officérs andIlon. A. L. 'Sifton, Premier of Alberta. men bçfcrý, enterlng the army were of' équal social ýànd:

gon. C. W. Cross, Attorney General. business standing ln , the comSunity, fr= wht* the
1101L w1ulred Gkeepy, Minister of municipal Aftairs. WerLt Into the àrmy, and


