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for himiseif at power which continued ubroken for sever
years. Hie cailed himself, meanwvhile, an aristocrat or Coi
servative, and aiso a Deniocrat, because be drew supporte
f rom botb parties. For bis own purposes hie advocated peac
which bhad alwvays been a cardinal, though somewhat accidel
tai. feature in the poiicy of Atheniani Conservatives;- but tf
significance and -secret of bis power has notbing to dIo wvit
political principles. aristocratie or deitiocratic, but liE
in the absence of ail principie, other than hiand to mnouth er
,joyment.

Plato, it is true, calîs tbis a demiocratic principle, becaus
it is the principle of ordinary unregenerate buman nature
of the mnan in tbe street ;but Plato would not have deniei
that this principle has been reiigiously foilowed by a gooi
many aristocracies as weii, and by men belonging, not to th,
streets, but to kings' bouses.

Eubulus, in short, ruled by tact and by corruption ; ai
Athenian Ilariey. His spirit was as unlike that of Nicias
the Conservative of the precedingy century, as it wvas unlik*
the spirit of Pendces, or Cleon, or Tberamenes.

There remains but one other distinct type, before the
bistory of f ree Athens ciosed ;-tbe type presented by
Phocion. If Pendces may be calied the optimist or idealist
of reform, and Theramenes tbe idealist of scientillc mnodera-
tion, then may Phocion hoý described as the pessimist and
ideaiist of reaction. To bis pessimism and bis reaction from
democracy there seem to bave been no limnit.. Hie seerns
not merely to bave despaired of saving tbe freedom of the
State fromn the Macedonian king, but to bave judged it flot
worth saving. He had been brougbt up in tbe philosophic
circle of Plato and bis successors ; be beionged by birtb to
the upper classes, who sent their sons to study under the
weli-meaning aristocratic dreamler, Isocrates, and it is prob.
able that from both these distinct yet su far concurring
schools of tbou.bt hie had become infected with that dislike
of (lemocracy and that reaction towar1s autocrac ' and
monarchv whicb marks ail the iiterary men of this period,
which is atits maximum inTheopompos (who discerned the rise
of monarchy and the nation and the disappearance of democ-
racy an-1 the city state> and in Xenophon (wbo writes the
first of Greek historical romances in lionour of the paternal
despotism of Cyrus, the Philosopher, on thie throne le the
Patriot King ") but which aio appears in the pictures of the
benevolent despot-'~the good tyrant-of Plato and Isocrates,
andI whicb coloured even the 4peculations of a 'vniter as
cautious as Aristotie and of at poet as democratic in bis symi-
pathies as Euripides.

One imagines, then, that Phocion-su like Carlvle in bis
kindly cynicisrn anti bis corîtempt for pupular opinions was
like Carlyle aiso in bis ieaning tu autocracy and bis scorn
for democratic governiment. As onie reads Pbocion's life,
orle is reminded of that most cbaracteristic andI most delight-
fui anecdote of Carlyle, how he, sajil to the yuung soldier,
since famions, that hie hoped to see the day whien lie, a second
Cromwell, sbould turn those babblers yonder, mneaning the
august parliament of Great Britain andI Ireland, out into
the streets, andI lock the doors of Westminister behind him.
Phccion, like Carlyle, deified silence, and longed to see the
Athenian Parliament biouse or talking-shop emptied, barred,
andI dedicated to the reign of bis favourite goddess.

It must bave been from sonie such leaning to kingsbip
in tbe abstract, as lunch as fronm utter despair of resisting
the King of Macedon with suchi a swaying reed as the later
Athenian deînocracy, that Phocion, bimself a good soidier
andI successful generai, set biniseif steadiiy against Demos-
thenes (and the patriotic anti-Maýedlonian crusade whicb
II)emo:sthenies preached> and f roui the flrst counselled subrnis-
sion to the irievitable king.

In the case of other advocates of peace, like Eubnius
and I/Escbines, srnster motives are assumed by Demosthenes
to be at the root of their advocacy ; in the case of Pbocion,
no one, not even Deiiiusthenies,, attril>utes sinister mnotives2
The members of botb parties wvere at one in bis case and
agreed to hionour ani respect 1dm with an nnanimity 'vitîî
which bardly an Athlenianr statesman before had been hion-
oured or respected by the people. The general confidence
reposed in Nicias is perbaps the nearest pareillel, since tbe
confidence reposed in Pbocion rested mainly un the sanie
grounds of bis personai bonesty andI good intentions. 1ut
Nicias sbuwed no such administrative capacity as Phocion,
and bis personai ioyalty and unselfisbiness were tarnisheci by
backslidings, wbich were neyer chargeable tu Phocion,

al G rote quotes the con6dence whicbi the honesty Of theso
il- twu aristocrats inspired in democratic Athens aS proof of
rs the fairness and good sense of the democracy.Th ruen
e, carnies weigh t, but it is obviously two edged. These two
'l ruen whom the people trusted so weîî, wilose judgillent
ie carried so miucli weigbit with tbemn, did not recipl'oct ther
bl people's trust. Phocion, in particular, distrusted thr
»i jurigent entirey lie answered their cheers t h

tbey cheerinu2 for," bie asked, Il have 1 said anything. partlU
e lariy foolisbi'

The personal cbarauter of Phocion, thonî, emnerged fr111

1 the tragic bistory of tbe time unspotted, according to h
1 testimony of friends aiike andI of opponents. Delflsthele

B bîmself, the first author not onIy of the day, but aiIiOSt of
ail days, recognized tbat wben bis eloquent outbur8ts pO

1voked an answer from Phocion -Phocion, whose onîyeI
1quence was the eloquence of a character higber thanlu
3own, motives more wholly unselish, and at record "'ore

impressive in its* transparent sim pl ici ty- I)emostlieneS rec«~t heiognized that tbe elcquence of speech was at a discoun,"h1eiu(1uence of a life in tbe ascendant. celere comfe8i h
Jused to say, Ilthe siedge-haminer of my periods."

But in respect to the poiitics of Pbocion-apart fr00l
bis personal character-there bas been mucli more ~Ontro'
versy. It is easy tu say that tbe events justified PlIOo"'
forecasts, tlîat the defeat at Chieronieia, which overtbr8w
Atbienian freedom, was the condeinnation of Dem0st6fese
andI the justification of Phocion's policy; it is easy, t0ol t
add tbat it was better for the world that AIacedon 5hOuld
conqnoî' Athens, and su bave leisure to conquer Asia and to
Helienize, i.e., tu civilize, Asia Minor andI tbe empires of the
East andI Egypt ; xvbence tbe influence of Greed ie beC0rD
strong enougli and would widen enougli to domnilat' aul
civilize their Romemn conquerers a century andI a baIf ltr
andI s )to civilize in some measure ourselves to-day.
on the otber band, it is by nu mearîs clear that D)euîOSthefle'
cause wvas hopelesl, tborgh it bappened to fail. It Ioks 0
if this Atlieniani Gamibetta, tbis never-despairing,r
tiring, cluquent tribune of the people, came asne
defeating Philip when lie wnhspitched battle at Tliebei

-a battle not by swords, but eioquence, and won' not b
those iargest battalions, wbich Providence is said to ' favurý

butby he estcauethe cause of fmeedoifredol, for
wbich, and for' wbicb alone, be actually persuaded tbe
to sacrifice ancient enmities and prebisitoric jealOu-sies, a.
to risk imminent destruction by an alliance witli Aýtbef 5 ;
it looks as if Demostbenes on that day camne as near defeat'
ing Philip, as tbe French Demostiienes, Gamibetta, callie er
tu defeating the unconquerabie Germanq, on the day net
bis agent, Generai Faidherbe (most tragicaîîy unfortu fled
of men), buth won and lost again, flot. knowingo that hie d
won, the battle of St. Quentin. And even if it was , Iot f'
even if Macedon was bound to win, dues tha t J 15tîfy
Pbocioni's policy ? On the cuntrary, tbongh theIv
gainied by Philip's victory, Athens gainied nothilg, but 10't
alinost everytbing. If Phocion tbought that the mnareh
ical rule of Macdon was goinig tu be a blessing to Atberlî
lie wvas demionstrabiy wrong(. And besides ail thisy afr
is said, mari being wla i s cetr u o actio»
what other thing than wlîat Deniostbenes did, could lhte
ordinary, bealthy-Znminded, energetic Atherîian do, wliCî bis
saw approachingy tlîe extinction of Ilis emlpire ' a
liberty ? Even Mtbougli ail the polit icai doctors9"h

ered about the besd fteexiigSae dnose lecodtnreported to bini that the diSeas ha-run tuo far, that she bad but une chance iii tell of uv
ing, wlîat could sncb a mnan do iii such an hour. but iSe
like the grim American President on bis dying bec] ed o
then, I will try the une chance," ami su baýttle" malifiullYfo
life un the strengtlî of it ? îiif

This was wliîtt Demusthenes <lit, and the At" 1
peuple, who loved and respected Phocion for bis Pl' ter
rectitude, ioved alsu and respected Demosthenles, evefi
lus defeat, for bis puliticai] rectitude, andI tllal ked h~
publicly, Ilbecause bie had nut despaired of the RePtubll%,"
If the philosopby, then, of Piato nnnerved Phociuf it
andI palsied bis band andI turned hinui tu a stony Alsrs
is on[y unle more illustration ont of mnany that iii politdSa11d
in murais, divine pbilosoplîy mnay oversbout the fl'u se
be procuress to the~ Lords of Hel. Nevertbelessy be1lc
murai and political insight and nmoral and political excellic
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