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1 (~Ir.(~odw in nitlîcîtrbtî to a Late iinthr of the Lonîdoni
littie .1 tw\'fr of the, life *f Sir Jolhîi \iaNla4ldtt w hie,' islittle tl, a' a l't'awnîncnt of the chatrc' of the great

Vis at prec'cpt ''II (le1or1tuas
Nit nsi Ibontuni serib)ere,''

M hicli îlot to keep wlien you ouglit to is
Corruption worse thani hribery.

WjVth inisuits heapcd opon your lhead
Xont stanîd it fromt the liv-ing,

Blit turil and blac'keni ini tlîtt's deati
Vi xnight 1)e more forgi-ing!

Oh1, ( olthxil Sînlitit! oh, ( 'oldWýi1 Sonllt h
IIow'ý camne ytou to Ibelttle

îI loieiî meory of our' hîtro %vit b
The venoni of your spittie!

XVe'î'e pcrfectly awarc tliat lie
[lad g-eaknesses and failings,

Blit w'ill the course of Ilistory
Be altered 1)y yonr railiiugs?

Wie fear it is a grndgc yotu hear
Hie hou t 118 up a nation1,

And tis postponied for nîîtny a year
Y <o ',' lîcoe of Annexation.

Letters to the Editor.

CANAIAN COPYRIGHT.
To the lEditor of The Week:

8ir,-.Thiei-e i$ mi1e important point wlîiclî lias been over-
lOoked (lupin- this discussion. Certain Canadian printers
are aouOSIl to obtain upon their own ternis (practicaliy

he'ds I Winî tails you lose") the property of British authors
a""i Publishers. One Canladian printer who publishies clîeap
"Ppr1nts lbas gfenerously suggested, as an alleviation, that
nritis,41 iiUtliOrs shîould be ailowed a royalty of ten per~ cent.

ofl the price of tuhe copies of sucli reprints sold-nîind not
UPOI those printed-but upon thiose solti and paid for. Ail

hoknow tilytliiig of the trade are awtare, to use the ver-
flaCular, that suehi a royalty wouid not ainourit to a row of
pins- it Uudibras it is huînorously saiti Il that a mîan con-

vledgýtaini5 t luis xviii is of the sainîe opinion stili." So a
rja.Otglit to ho unade lîoîe.st against lis wili is of the saine

oPiuion stili. Sudsi a royalty wonid lbe very (lilhcuit to
pI'ove, and wouid cost mior~e to colleet tlian it wouid amîount

tO Suppose A printed, sold, ami got the cash for 1,000
Iler5 4a11(1 say tliat the price of such clieap reprints, to deal-erR a tWenty cents. The royalty wouid bo $20, for wiuiciî
it wouid be ilecessary eitiier to take A's assurance-an " un-tksown quantity" ,or, if a court of law gave power, to wadenrough, sav, thirty running accounits in the ledger, sucli
itej18bin
prac beingîîîixed up with otiier tleiits. It would take a
A esedJ aounitant days to sift tliese accounts, especially if

"'a-unikeMrs. Ganip-not "lso dispoged."' The offer
Yet A coiiinon trouble in England lias been-andYt viesof publishing iii shiares :author ani pubiisier

l hà gan or losses. The practical working lias ofteis
ee" tlIt the pulblisiier, by discounts, lias made asmali profit

dIl that the autiior lias got notlîing. This ilustrates the
cýif"lt f g-ettin, tue reprinter to beau bis fair shave of

brn hen rakinti out the chestnuts.
Mr.11p EdorrsttZsaes tliat our M.P's are unanimous against

frtsii athois and pubiishers. The latter, unfortunately
Who erý igt, lave no votes in oui cons tituencies, but tiiose

ien Reek their property have, and tlîey knlow liow to iii
te "ce Patricti. M. P's ; anîd the cifficuities cf the nnjust

f eward app)eai strongi y to strugglin" politicians huntiîîg
Voe A fventured to observe in TiiE, Week for Jan-

rly il, Mr Edgar's insinuation in the London §Pimes tlîat
prit, '11 ar determiinied to shed tleir bood to enable a fexv

'fters to exploit Britishî autiiors is Iaugiuably incorrect.

mIait5 1. r. Blake Crofton's observations in1 your issue cf
egte . utside the parties directiy or indis'ectiy inter-
Rak ,an~ the few who are levers cf justice for its own
tior. ,aladians neither know nor care a cent about the ques-

but ijt is the cheapest vote-getting cry cf our tiîs'e, ai-d,
,of the ri eserves a goid moedal. Mr. Daldy, thxe champion

tsiautho"rs and publishers, quotes, inthe London

349

Times cf Jan-iu 10, a letter fromî a aiepulishing agency iii
Newx York 1' Ihave beî i'atîeî' sîîrýpised to find ...
tlîît the agitation is colîfilîed to a very sîinail section cf tAie
pteople (iii Canada). . . . M\or'e thima One lîookseiier lias
('xpî'essed positive oppositionî to tli( gemerai idea.",

f amj îlot an anthor, tiierefore V have 11t> ilnterest iii the
matter ; lait I will show thjat the~ liberty to plumuier Britishi
authors tvould î'osult iii a serions iîij nry te our own Caliadiai
aspirants foi' faille, auîd xvould work a simsilar injury here, as
the saie so>rt cf inorality did in the States. The principal
reasoît x'0ly the' Unîited States Occupies a coîifessedly ioxeî'
position iii fte iiterary xvorld tiian othiir gr('at couritries is,
tiiat (until recently> so long tus pnhlisli('rs l'an steal from
British autliors and publisliers tliey Nv('ie disineiuuiied. to pay
niative xvriters. '' Ycti say tîtat fuis lîistoi'y of England lias
taken you tw() years to write and5( you uactually ask nie to
give you $3,000 for your M. S. Why, mîy dear sir, I can
steal Macaulay's or Greeii's oî'aîiy otlier Ilisttiry xitliout pay-
ing a cent!" WVlat iîiduceiniit htel strnggliîg Aniericaxi
men cf geîîius to devote tlieir tiiie to writiîig certain books,
knowing, as they (lid, tliat Aîiericari puliisiers could get
siniiar Enropean svoî'ks foi' îotlimg i So it wili lie iii Can-
ada if tlîe Englisli autliors are alioV('( to be pilla 'ged.

Coîîplairits are miade t hat very littie enicouragemnent is
show',, t>) Canaduian autîjoîs. Tiiere wvonld be stili le.ss if Cana-
uliajipn lîhe' are aliowed tii get siilar works froii abroad
for lothîimg. Practicaliy ai- ýttotîli uiitentieînalhy the
Copyr'ight Act, if it becoines iaw, tvili be a deadly biow to our
î'îsung Canadiani literaturîe, anti will hmighit the careet' cf naniv
cf our authiors. As i said hîefoi'e, 1 have nc interest iii the
inatter otiier thas a love cf justice. I)odging for votes is
not steiaisianid cuglut net tc o emnade tue iii road
to justice. The attenipt, se far' as politicians are concerned,
b)rin,,gs te nmind flic scornfui observation cf tue, great Swedislî
Chancelhlor f0 lis soin, when tise latter Ivas about te set out
on lus fraveix, Il Go forth, îny son, auid sec xvitli how littie
wisdoin tlîis worid is gvrud'

FAJIRPLAi' ]tA]IiCL.
Tloronto, Alarclu 4.

To ftxe Edifor cf The Week

Sir,-I have just read a letter sigî?med Il An Unfortunate
Colonial," iii your issue cf fixe 221uul inst., which is likely to
convey a false imipr'ession to your readers. It is net tise case
fliaf if an author Il resides iii a Br'ifish Province, ne copy-
rîghît eau bc0 takea out iii tlîe United States." Since lst
Juiy, 1891, tue author cf any b)ook lias copyright in the
United States, provided fthe countr'y cf whicii lie is a subject
gives reciprocal prctection to the Aiîericais citizens. (See
Copinger on Copyright, 1893 edn., ppi. 912 and 922.) It is
true tiîat certain conditions are imposed. Two copies cf the
book mugt be deposited with the Librarian cf Cengress, tihe
type inust be set in the Uniited States, and so forth. As,
lsowever, Il An Unfcrtunate Colonial" actualiy did print his
bock iii the States, ie canuiot complain cf the conditions.

The only difficulty in connection with the Copyright
Questions arises frons tise action cf tise Domninion Pariiament.
If tIse1 lîad lef f flie wliele tiuing aicîse, tlsere .wouId have
bet'ii îo trouble uit all. Tlîe Juiperial Act fully protects
audiors iii ail parts of the Emipire, and by the late treaty
wiflu tlîe Unaited States autmors are enabled aiso f0 ohitaiui an
Amseirican copyright. Y'ou, sir, if I i'cnseinbei rilghitly, have
suggested tîmat iii refusinit their assent to tise Canadiaus Acf
cf 1889, the Iunperial authorities have mun countei to tise
provision,, of the' Brifisx Norti Anierica Act. Everybody
knows f lat thsat Act assigns copyright to tIse jurisdiction of
the 1)oinino. So, too, is navigation and shipping assigneul
to tlue saune jurisdiction, but nobedy lias ever pretended tliaf
Cansada lias, tlierefore, the îright to repeai "the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1854." It lias always, I believe, been the
practice to reserve Copyright and Shipping Acts for the ex-
pression cf lieu' Majesty's pieasure. As tIse sovereîgn is stili
eule cf the estates cf the reaini, what objection can be offered
to tîsis, especiaiiy wlien cune party clainis that injustice and
robbei'y xviii tlus be prevented ?

Copinger states (p. 925) that the Dominion authorities
hiave refused f0 carry eut the treaty botween Greaf Britaini
and the Uniited States, and that a Canadian paper has said
that they are "lright in forai flîugli wrong iii substance."
President Harrison's proclamation bringing the treaty into
force, assumed tht flue iaw iii Canada and tise law in Gr~eat

MARII 8tih, Jý9.


