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To carry out the principles of
Lorganization was no easy task.
Urancy b self-denial and faith and an en-
Ton gt yond that which falls to the com-
ted acpeq man. An estate of about hun-
or it pich&s secured. The spot was chosen
P'icity uresque beauty and pastoral sim-
hille, (.h he long lines of purple-tinted
thro{,gh:h pretty streamlets that flowed
aplg &nde .f"”‘m lands, the groves of nut,
Reap Pine trees, and the mossy dells
: y’fcontl‘ibuted to this FEden their
avors. Here the experiment was
children e;l individuals, of whom five were
LY begl’m ormed .the little circle. Work
tllopt ap Immediately and a conscientious
the ideaptffa.rs to have been made to bring
inin otha successful issue. A l.ibrary
Mag g ma%k € records of piety and wisdom,
tthe memlf“ featurg of the scheme and to
m“‘&tion ers repaired in their hours of
SWlturg gpg The plan provided also for the
Wateg, mental improvement of the in-
¥ag, of oq € prosecution of manual labour
for Mr, ‘;"39; one of the primary objects,
Peration, (EOM: had implicit faith in the co-
or WO the h.ead and hands. BEvery
fng 8pirit Or'lfed with the utmost diligence
& inha'} There was no shirking of duties.
Al Work,ntant"‘ belonged to oune family.
%88 the Lfd for all. Lrve for one another
$Pecteq o undamental law which was re-
Projee, fn,d tecognized and believed in. The
Yemep, Alled, however, and Fruitlands is
Rey, e,ied now as a chimerical experi-
lBr 0 hamwf""{ never as important as the
'y gl 1 epivode, or as lusty ag Adin Bal-
Probler, a‘itl\m} of the culture and labour
logt fait), - Milford, hat the founder never
l’?ut]inv I the ultimate success of his
PlCtUreg' [_l” only thought when the fancy
U g, Wll}lch his imagination conjured
"fﬂre no€ 8appeared, that the members
ticy ¥y Prepared to actualize prac-
N.an_ 1e life he had been so careful to
hig Spact © only postponed the fulfitment of
teagy - 2CUlar dream to a morc propitio:
on, v propitious

A
L%he (e::trly as 1835, Mr. Alcott adopted
Yehog Ofs of Pythagoras and the ltalic
d‘etetic Ph}lomophy, and accepting the
"egegariapeclﬂlarities, he became a strict
% fe pran-t.;' He observed the rules of diet
He y, 8 &c 18ed the teachings of hisreligion.
84 ho Wa 8 Wncompromising in the one case
ory 4o 31n the other, An authenticated
acgld of an argument which once
Nap op h between him and a sagacious
tablog Ay ® world on the question of vege-
?“t fo Wa’"tlcles of diet. The mystagogue
t{lmanim:(‘}fas his reason for abstinence
. LY g . 00d that one thereby distanced
rge(it o b, for the eating of beef encour-
‘:Pea S the ‘t"fle quality, and the pork diet
Bfres(.,, an .hl‘lck of Circe, the fabulous sor-
&}Ut,. #aid tl(; ‘aDgB.S, at will, men into swine,
&’§t1n8n% ¢ S&plen't man of the world, if
thl M oy rom animal food leaves the
able » does not the partaking of vege-
o put tl}e vegetable in? I pre-
Potato dict will change man into
- And ' what if the potatoes be
03 philosopher’s reply to this is
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gy d('VOted of Mr. Alcott’s manhood

Ag a teacher he was an
iy est\{m _exceedingly bold experi-
th ] h“mbla czzi, the Zurich pbilosopher,
epe0p e home—for he sprang from

le—y,: :
laid the foundation of a system
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which obtains largely in our day in the
Normal Schools of Europe and in -many
of the scholastic establishments in the
United States. He treated everything in
a concrete way. He orviginated objecs
teaching. He taught the child to reason,
and he introduced moral and religious train-
ing ag a part of his plan. But the Swiss
professor was too far advanced for his day.
His school languished, and after it had in-
volved him in tinancial ruin, he was forced
to give it up for want of means to carry it
on. In America, Mr. Alcott founded a
school which boasted of similar principles.
Strange as it may appear Alcott had never
heard of Pestalozzi, nor did he kaow any-
thing of his methods. Tre idea was origin-
al with him, so far as he knew. He thought
it all out, and it was some years aftorward
whea he had put the system into active and
practical operation, that he heard of the
Zurich School. Pestalozzi, at that time,
was in his grave.  Alcott oprned his school
in Boston. Margaret Fuller, Elizabeth
Peabody, the famous apostle of the kinder-
garten system, Mrs. Nathaniel Hawthorne
and other distinguished people took a warm
interest in the proceedings. The school
was held in the Masonic Temple. The
roomt was very tastily furnished and ap-
pointed, There were busts of Socrates, of
Shakespeare, of Milton and of Seott, pieces
of statuary representing Platy, and the
image of silence, with outstretched finger,
and a cast in bagrelief of the Messiah
Several pictures and maps hung on the
walls and the interior furnishing was of a
clasy likely to interest and encourag: the
withetic tastes of the smallest children.
The pupils rangad in age from threee to
twelve years, and the progress they made
in their studics wag simply amazing. The
gtrictest discipline was enforced, and  on
cortain aggravated occasions the teacher
himself endured the punishment at the
hands of those who had transgreswed the
rules,  Mr. Alcott iusisted on the indivi-
dual attension of his pupils and permitted
no idle or careless moments. ‘The replies
to his questions were never given parrot-
like, 'They were the result always of a lib-
eral and conscientious exercise of tho rea-
soning faculty. The children were taught
to think for themselver, to reason and to
give their own impressions of a suhject.
Some of them, scarcely four years of age,
returned answers to questions which would
put to the blash many boys of sixteen or
eighteen years old. The replies showed
extraordinary familiarity with philosophical,
literary and religious topics. Nor were the
ordinary branches, as taught in the public
schools, neglected, drawing, mathematics,
penmaaship and the dead languages receiv-
ing, also, due attention,
especial care was the Latin class. The
children, apparently, were not crammed.
Their progress was but the natural result
of the peculiar system in operation. We
may count on our fingers the precocious tots
who could r-ad books at four and five years
of age, but these are the Johnsons, and Chat-
tertons, and Mecaulays and Whipples. Mr.
Alcort had in his school no fewer than
thirty children who could not only read
and underatand sach books as Bunyan’s
Allegory, Krummacher's Fables, .1S:0p’s
Fables, Wordsworth's poems and mauy
others, bub they could criticise the thoughts
and meanings of these authors with remark-
able perspicacity. Here is an example,
Reading one day Wordsworth's great ode—
the Lakeside poet’s masterpiece, which will
outlive all his other work, as Tennyson's

Miss Peabody’s -
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Ldyls of the King will survive his dramas
and other poetry——Mr. Alcott stopped at a
verse and asked the little group before him
what effoct the rainbow, the moon and the
waters on a starry night had on ourselves.
¢ There are some minds,”he went on, ¢ which
live in the world and yet are insensible ;
which do not se¢ any beauty in the rain-
bow, the moon, and the waters on a gtarry
night.”  And he read the next stanzs, that
glorious burst which tells of the animation
and beauty of the spring, and, pausing at
every line, he asked questions.  © Why are
the cataracts said to blow their trum-
pets?” said he. A little girl replied, ¢ Be-
cause the waters dash against the rocks.”
The echoes thronging through the woods,
led out to the recollections of the sound in
the woods in spring ; to echoes which they
bad severally heard. * What a succession
of veautiful pictures,” exclaimed one very
little girl rapturously. The pupils held
their breath as Mr. Alcott read :—

v But there’s o tree, of many, one,

A single ficld which I have looked upon,
Both of them spealk of something that is goue :

The pansy at my feet

Doth the same tale repeat :

Whither is tled the visionary gleam ¢
Where is it now, the glory and the dream 2°° -

When he ceased reading the verse, he
waited a moment, and then said,* Was that
a thought of life?” * No, a thought of
death,” said several.
< One birth is but « slecp and a forgetting 7—

“ [{ow is that}” asked the toacher.
After a pause, one of the more intelligent
lads, cight ycars old, said he could not
imagine. The two oldest girls gaid that
they understood it but could not explain it
in words., *“Do you understand it?” said
Mr. Alcctt to a little boy of five, who wasg
holding up his hand. ¢ Yes sie” ¢ Well,
what doeg it mean ?” ¢ Why, you know,”
said the little feljow, very deliberately,
¢« Phat for all that our life seems vo long to
us, it iga very short time to God.,” 'This
was not an unusual occurrence,  Hvery day
the oxercises were carried on in the same
way, and the wost interesting things were
developed. Great latitude of expression
was encouraged, and pains were taken to
make the pupils speak out without hesitancy
or fear. Conscience was made astudy. The
general conscience of a school, Mr. Alcott
was frequently heard to declare, was the
highest possible aim. The soul, when
nearest infancy, was the purest, the noblest,
the truest and the most moral. The very
artlessness which children possessed led
them to express their convictions with
strongest impressions. The moral judgments
of the majority, urged the teacher, would
be higher than their conduct, and the few
whose conduct was more in proportion to
their moral judgment would keep their high
place. The innocent he sometimes punish-
ed alike with the guilty, justifying the cor-
rection administered on the ground thab it
tended to enlist the sentiment of honor and
noble shame in the cause of circumspoct
conduct and good behavior.

The intellectual intluences which were
brought to hear, were in nearly all cases,
and in all respects salaiary, Investigation
and self-analysis also formed part of the
plan.  Mr. Aleott read and told stories to
the children, and related incidents which
were calculated to arouse within them vari-
ous moral emotions, enquiry and intellec-
tual action. Journal-writing wasanother
feature in the school, which was prosecuted
with good effect, and lessons in Englich
composition were made very useful and



