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MAY DAYS.

Oh, the days are fair when May has come,

With the robin’s call and the wild-bee’s

. hum ;

Each forest nook is a shimmer of green,

Glancing in sunlight and dewy sheeu,

And the snowy bloom wreathes the bud-
ding bough,

That was ro grey and bare, but now;

O the woods have waked from the win-
try night,

‘Neath the kiss of the sunshine soft and
bright,
Ant the meadows bask in the golden

light,
 When May is here —
he fajrest month in the circling year!

Yes, May has come, with the blossoms
sweet,
hat hide 'mid the brown leaves ’neath

P our feet,
‘ale hepaticas, just awake,
€ep shyly out from the woodland brake,
€Wy violets, with tender faces,
Plhes gleaming in rhady places,
-Olumbines crimson the rock’s grey side,
2irrcred -where ouiet waters glide,
Or the world is [air in the sweet May-
tide;
Fair and bright
Are the woods, with fnowy bloom be-
dight.

And the air is filled with the wandering
O ~ scent
I the bursting leaves, with the zephyr
hlent,
the birds pour forth from their tiny
throats
mrowers of musie, in elamouring notes,
M the sot air throbs with the tide
of song,
™ mAatin-echant of the joyous thronz—
bud, and blos'om, aund flower, and
A hee,
T® hient in one exquisite symphony,
hat'hreat.h'es out the sedson’s witchery:;
Th ords cannot  tell
€ charm of the May, with its
spell,

Arnq

magie

For hope is bright, when the pring is
Young,
v the bridal hymn of the earth is cung
In FWHad voices, mingling clear
A):ih-p' morning hymn of the waking year;
1 ;}l»‘% the mournful minor f:-une.
e“}"c swell of the great diapason!
D‘t ! and winter have had their day.
their chilling shadow .hath passed

Any away,

i"‘_‘en to sorrow, Spring’s voices say—
Am‘mlles conguer tears,

Joy shall rule the eternnl vear:!
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SOME POPULAR REQUIREMENTS.

le’it!; !‘:Valter Bagehot ‘n ‘ Physies and
‘hat‘:}S 'has called attention to th~» faet
Ruey ‘e idea of Progress emtertained in
anq a deg.ree as to form the prevailing
sent abgsorbimg drift. of a nation is at pre-
Peq lﬂ(mffrnad to a small minority o° the
l‘a{;f ¢ Iphabitinz the earth: the Ractern
'a te:' fl‘({\m whom all settlement once rad-
» being gtill undisturbed by its force.
Gri(zn this newly settled continent of Am-
Progress is regarded as everything,

. th:\ faet ‘s igmomed that th2 price paid
) e advancement l& often too great.
anq glr;nd'in.g ‘d)OJW'n of the human subject
onget ¢ stifling of the consclence belng am-
. the avils that have followed in
n tl:‘;ﬂke of an unrestraimed competition
B8 material,

Iy :‘he Ch‘r?!stiam system of morals distinct-
ﬂm;:boed:es & coneiderate regard for the
mes of the mdividual, based as those
‘M are apom the grand prineiples of
o brotherhood, just and equal treat-
the C’ and the supreme masterbood of God,
e Téator of all we enjoy.
* A0 of business that has held sway in

The rule of .
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the nmow van!shing era in Europe, and
more ' particularly in Britain, its birth-
place, largely ignored those mutual claima.
At present there is probably more com-
vetitive grinding in Germany than else-
where, and i is little wonder if the “mass-
es’ are disturbed through its ef’ects.
Under the title “ Political Econmomy,”
‘mgeniously usurped for its purposes, and
with ‘“‘necessity the tyrants’ plea’” ever
on s lips, the new philosophy drew in
ite train for a good part ol a cemtury the
thinking and the practice of the leading
commerecial countries. Our friend o the
Montreal Witness, addressing large num-
bers as he does, finds it hard to shakno.f
a system which is at war with all his.own
best deas of the economy of the social life.
The journal was founded im a spirit of
beneficence by the late John Dougzall, to
promot? the soclal advancement of his ad-
opted country, and must be -adm'tted to
have atta'nad a large success in the grand
enterpriss set before it. But, for the rea-
scms adducad, it has now become ina great
degree a house divided against itself. Its
lantern fails to penmetrate the clouds it has
gathered about its path. As our social
th-ories become crystallized imto practice,
difiiculties will inevitably arise. He and
we had better be deliberate and persever-
ing in examining .,them, than bhe putting
our trust n any of the dicta of the
old world which are so evidently losing
their hold over the minds of men. Mr.Bag-
ehot has lent himself too mueh to elimin-
ating the spiritual element from the soc-
@l advanees of the past in the promotion
of the life-values and the money-values of
men m eommunity. But it is spirit that
rules. notwithstanding ; and if the moving
spirit «of the Witness will coms back to
this good old doctrine—one which he has
never quite deserted, there will be beticr
hope of his future influemce in our young
aml asplring Dominion. Our country ‘has
been less torn hy the soclal controversies
of the time than almost any other., We
may continue patiently to study the move-
ments of the world outside, whilst ever con-
‘vinced that a philosophy that will not
adapt itszli to the life of the individaal
and his family is delective, and has to 1)9
amended. There ig little fear of our allow-
ing ourselves, through commercial or oth-
er consilerations, to become, as Mr. An-
gers expressed 1t at St. Johm, the white
slaves of the people to the south ol us.
There are new and at present rather
hazy movements among the politicians.
The Montreal Star s, however, pretty dei-
inite in its views of tarl.f requirements.
If tariif adjustments were all that wonld
be needed, ts philosophy would be com-
plete. It isto be hoped the platiorms will
be more comprehensgive than heratofore;
for in the political sphere we have been
groping im the dark. We do not even yet
know with clearness why the farmer gives
up his holding and strikes out for new
scenes. ‘The causes are, doubtless, some-
what complex ; but we need more evidence.
Our party leaders know something of the
old feudallsm that came into the place
of the Imperial rule of Rome, but few of
them, ¥ is to be feared, have studied with
care the working of the new feudalism of
the 71eat Rajlway Corporations which has
now for some t'me héld sway among the
sc-ealled demoeratic and  constitutional
communities of this continent., An Indlan
massacre n the little war of* 1885, by
which the Queen’s sovereignty was estab-

1'shed im our North West through thebrav-
ery of the Canadian troops, ably led by
Generals Middleton and Strange, is a
fright ul thing in the recounting ; but up-
on how small a scale of destruction it all
took place compared with the repeated im-
molation: by these State-endowed Railway
Companies i The control of the State must
be efiectpally secured over its own cre-
at'ons ; anl will not this become the hus-
tmgs cry of the people, as soon 48 they
ghall prove themselves really worthy of
the vote they exercie? After five years
from now, by act ol Congress, power-brakes
and automatsc-couplings are to become
univer.al on the railways of the United
Qtates. Observe how our journals in Can-
ada have avohded comment upon this strik-
ing political decree. What dozs the re-
ally scandalous om’ssion arig> from, 1l 1t
he raot a re ult of the action of the new
feudal’'sm, that is of gerf-hood, as applied
to the very brain and teadership of our
iree Dominion, as we love to consider it ?
Bought with money? Not exactly that
—only bribed with printinzg and advertls-
‘ng patronige, and railway, as opposed
to patriotic, imfluemee. This conspiracy
of silence I8 not a thing you can appoint
Comm'ssions to Investigate. It forms
hardly n measurable offence; but its ef-
feats arce none the less serious on that ac-
count mor any the less ruinous and death-
deal'ng in the case of the people at large.
Our [riends 0 the prass will take this com-
ment n kindness, as a word in s2ason.
They canrot wish to make their gain out
o’ the weaknesses and the very jives
of their supporters.

The railway reforms over the broad
aren of the adjoining States will, most
Lkely, from their magnitude, and close
connection with our own system, take the
initiative, now that a great and progres-
:jve people are becoming awake tothe deep
necessity of remedial action. Let us not
find ourselves derelict in Canada in this—
ome of the greatest public movements of
the day.

The acquired habits of our people are
largely to blame for the destruction that
has gone ¢n in the past. They w.ami to
uge the tracks for walking om, and do not
want to have to pay anything for side-
walks. From this cause alone, the great-
et number of deaths on the railways of
thigycontinent occur annually.

They meglect to see 10 it, that arrange-
ments be made at the level crossings with
which we are affiicted, to protect their

‘poor Iittle school-children, the little sous

and daughters whom they love so foundly.
They indulge a foolish vanity in jumping
om or ofi the ears while in motion, and they
do not think the practice vulgar. Those
who are the best judges will say it is not
cnly vulgar but causes a great many brok-
en limbs and deaths of worthy people. We
do pot want our leading journals, who
take so much pafns in addressing large
numbers of the people to deal with these
po'nts. In their hearts they cannot like
to see the people perish, and they helieve
they are gulded by the broad principles

“o! our conumon humanity.

They will not fail, surely, soon to arouse
themselves tio compete efiectually with a
great puble need like this one which stul-
ti;ies the humanitarian teaching that now
forms so important a part o the read-
ing 'of our young ©people. In a recent
press despatch from Belleville, om the
Grand Trunk Railway, and now raised to
the dignity of a city, we read: ‘“About
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