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railway material upon the state lines the most excellent,
perbaps, in the wbole world ; and, although literature and
art cannot be called into existence by administrative
ability, because they are things of the soul and flot merely
things of skill, it is impossible to believe that, with their
sunlight, their intelligence, their education, their cheerful-
ness, and their manliness and robustness of mind, the
colonies will flot fulfil the promise that is given by such a
work of genins as "lThe Story of an African Frm."-Sir
Charles Dilke in Problems o! (ireaier Britain.

THE JL4MBLER.

WT AS the idea enrertained anywhere in the Dominion of
YYbringing Miss Amelia B. Edwards into its precincts?

If so, it failed in consummation. The New England ilaga-
zine bas a very deligbtf ni paper this month upon thet
gracions Egyptologist, accompenied by an excellent, full-
page likeneas. I must confess, personelly, with no little
reluctance, that my chief knowledge of Miss Edwerds in
the past has been as the author of a pretty, but scercely
remerkeble, novel, entitled "lLord Brackenbury." Miss
Edwards is, however, sprung from fine literary stock, and
may be numbered among the prodigies of this century,
baving eclipsed Macauley in the matter of early appear-
ances in print, and as an author in the home circle. She
wrote stories and poemns at the age of four, and at seven
saw herself in a weekly paper, the contribution being a bit
of verse called IlThe Knights of Old." The deponent doth
not say whether the lady--the maiden-was paid for this
ebullition of divine fire or not. But, with charecteristic
fulsomeness, I"Mrs. Sallie Joy White " concludes her paper
with styling Miss Edwards "lthe most wonderful and most
lovable woman that the century bas seen." Is this not
j ust 11overbilling" the star a little, to edopt a tecbnical
phrase 1

That Easter is a more purely religious epoch than Christ-
mas, most of us will concede. At the latter seeson femily
affairs are apt to engross and intrude a trifle too femiliarly
for the bost development of spiritual desires. At Eester
aIl thîngs tend to forgetfulness of self and to the enjoy-
ment of God in Nature and repose upon God. There is
the exqnisite bush before spring. There is the true New
Yeer of tbe earth. There sbould be a corresponding reju-
venation in that depraved receptacl-the heart of man.
In the Anglican churches aIl this is very beautifully con-
veyed, and we do not require to be Anglicans, I believe,
to appreciate at its proper worth the perfect arc of the
Church's Year. I am afraid very few people, even those
wbo are Anglicans, ever read Keble in these days, but
once there was a great eherm in the pretty sterizas thet
fitted so appropriately into the festivals of the yeer. I
think it was Keble who wrote, speaking of tho firit spring
blossome

They twinkle te the wintry imcmr,
And cheer the ungenial day,

And tell us ail will glisten scon
As green and bright as they.

Is there a heart that loves the Spring,
Their witness eu refuse?

Yet mortels doubt when Angels bring
From heaven their Easter news.

The line-
They twinkle te the wintry inoon,

recalîs the two opening ones of St. Agnes'Eve, and the two
concluding lines of the latter îoem-

or this frst snowdrop of the year
That in iny bosom lies,

may bave been suggested by the opening stanza of the poem
for Tuesday in Easter week, "lTo the Snowdrop."

But so one might go on picking up parallelisme ail along
tbe enaînelled path of our luxuriant Englisb literature, and
be all tbe better for it, altbough occasionally doubtful as
to origins. Ah-

The sweet spring days,
With whitening hedges and uncrumupling fern,

And blue-belîs tremh]ing by the forest ways,
And scent of bey new inown.

And instead of Merlin and Vivien, wby not Percy and
Madeline, or Edgar and Eva, stopping

On the slope's brow,
To qaze on the green sea cf leaf and bough,
Whch glistening lay ail round thein, lune and inild,
As if te itself the quiet forest smiled!

And then to gaze upward into the pearly-clouded blue and
list-

The grey sung-sparrows, ful of Spring,
And to turn witb the careful, reverent foot,

The old year's cloaking cf brown leaves that bind
The foreat floor-weys, plated close and true-

The lamt love's labour of the aututmn wind.

AIl tbese are April pleasures. Who bas sung them in the

Preceding lines I leave to my readers to divine. If tbere
be any Canadien poet quoted, I wonder wbo will recognize
bis work. In this connection we sbould prondly note an
effort made by our prominent local boôkseller, Mr. William-
son, to promote knowledge of Canadian works. It is
pleasing to observe the placards upon bis window which
announce four recent books by Canadiens. Mr. W. W.
Campbell. Mr. Lampman, Mr. Phillips Stewart, and Mr.
Chas. Mair are the poete tbus distinguished. Tbere can
be no question that thie effort is one made in the rigbt
direction, and if persevered wvith must end in increased
interest menifested in Canadian publications.
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I confes1 am anxious to see the Boston Museum, just
now being enlarged, and tbe collection it bolds witbin its
walls. The Nations in a recent issue containçd a paper by
Russell Sturgis upon the building and tbe treamures it
enclosed, in the course of whicb the inevitable fiing at
Englend occurred. The collection of casts, Mr. Sturgis
tells us, is Ilene of the mest important now in existence,
ranking witb the largest in Europe, except the over-
wbelîning one et Berlin. Boston now ranke witb tbe old
establisbed and well-known collections of Bonn and
Dresden, and just after that of Strasbourg, and fer in
advance of tbe mnch-trumpeted collections et Cambridge
and South Kensington." The"I much-trumpeted" collection
et Soutb Kensington is nevertheless one not to be despised,
and wben we consider the other objects of art witbin those
fanmons walls, and the building itself, ricb with ell iearned
and delightful associations, sncb remarks as those vented
by Mr. Sturgis seem not e ittle absurd.

The deatb of tbe Hon. P. J. O. Cbauveau, Sheriff of
Montreel, is naturally mucli regretted. He was an excep-
tionally well-informed and gifted gentleman, combining
the peculier brightness and aplomb of the French witb
great gifts for organizetion and administration. He wrote
most easily and grecefully, and must have left behind bim
an immense quantity of literary matter, botb prose and
poetry, in the volumes of French-Canadian periodicels. A
paper from bis pen entitled "lA Plea for tbe Frencb
Language," and written of course in Englisb, lied been
promised to THE WEEK some months ago, but tbe honour-
able gentleman was not permitted to compile it.

ART NOTE>S.

THE highest price reached during the late Art sales et
Christie and Manson was for a picture by Rosa Bonbeur,
entitled "lLes Longs Rochers;" the price peid was four
tbousand seven bundred dollarw.

Six new peintiugg bave been pnrcbesed and placed in
the English National G4allery, tbey are aIl of the Italien
scbools, the two principal being by Gioveno and Ghir-
landaio, two of tbem are landscepes by Guiseppe Zais.

J. R. HERBEnT, R.A., bas just died et the advanced
age of 80 yeers. Hie exbibited bis first picture et the
Acedemy so long ago as 1830; but bis first striking picture
whicb made him a reputation was IlThe Appointed Hour,"
peinted e few years later. His best known pictures are
the IlJudgment of Daniel " in the House of Lords, and
"lMuses bringing in tbe Tables of the Law " in the Peers'
robing roem.

SInNOa SALVIATI, wbose neme is associeted with the
revival of the blown band-fashioned Venetien glass bas
latoly died. The originel gless-workers of Murano were
invested witb many privileges fromn the 12th to the l8th
century, tbey were not considered mechanies but artias,
and were permitted te rank witb the patriciens; the modern
revival bas been cerried on chiefly by Englisb patronage.

IN the current Exhibition of the Institute of Painters
in Weter Colours, according te the critic of the Athenoeum,
there are but forty-one pictures worthy of serions oriticism,
among tho best are IlWaiting'" by Sir J. Linton, a
IlDamiselI," by W. R. Rylend,' and a "lBoy witb a Basket
of Apples," by Miss Greenewey. Favoureble notice ie
taken of e picture by Miss K. M. Whitley, the subject being
a IlGronp of Ammonites, Agate, and Fluor-spar," it bas
marvellons delicate finish, solidity, colour, light and correct
drawing.

MRt. FUI). DUNÂAR's baif figure of Col. Gzowski, wbich
lie bas execnted for the Niagara Park, is now on view ie
the Library of the Parliament Buildings. The succees wbicb
bas attended Mr. Dunbar in this bis leteet work would
seem to point him ont as wortby of being entmusted with
the execution of some of the statues of our deceased public
men with which it is proposed to decorate our parka and
squares ; we heer it is probable that be wili receive the
commission for the statue of the late J. G. Howard, wbich
le to be erected in High Park, as a memorial of bis
generosity to the City of Toronto.

Ouit Toronto artiste are all busy preparing for the
coming exhibition of tbe Royal Canadien Academy, wbicb
je to be opened in Montreal on the 24tb mast. J. W. L.,
Foster, G. A. Reid, S. Tully and W. Sherwood will eend
figure pieces; L. R. O'Brien, the President-Hy. Mertin,
M. Mattbews and F. M..IBell-Smithi will show land and
seescapes. T. Mower Martin will send figures and animale.
At the general aseembly two artiet members will be elocted
to fill vecancies declared lest year; it je expected that the
exhibition wîli be a good one. TEMPLAR.

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA.

TORONTO muet not liug to itself tbe derling delusion that
becanse a good roomful greeted Dr. Von Bülow, lest Monday
evening et the Pavilion, therefore Toronto is a very musical
and appreciative place-superior, in feet, to alI the other
cities of the Dominion. The feet was, that, owing to the
enterprise of the Messrs. Suckling in advertising the recital,
numbers of musical people from the snrrounding emal
towns took adventage of an unusuel opportnnity and comn-
bined Easter fares witb the concert. Ottawa, Wbitby,
Hamilton, London, and four or five other towns contributed
a good haîf of the audience. Von Bülow gave the utmost
satisfaction and deligbt to aIl present. Tbose who lied
heard him before saw no falling off in hii. matches. per

formances. Those who had not muet bave hung upon the
moments wbich reveeled some gem of Beethoven or Chopin
inell its beauty. "lIntellectuel" is the stock-in-trade term
we are accustomed to see associated with Von Bulow's
playing, and, as e reenît, mauy intelligent musiciens, wbo
are net, however, averse te a little sweetness and light
leavening the intellect, were, upon this occasion, deligbted
and agreeebly diseppointed to find a world of sympathy
and cbarm in bis interpretation of even Chopin and Raif.
The technique of this femous artiet is finisbed and varied;
hie individuelity is suppressed sufficiently te enable the
hearer to revel in the composition and net be cerried away
by the performer; bis memery is remerkable, and there is
a quite unusual element of apparent eese in bis perform-
ance of tremendously difficuit passages wbich he gets through
witbout seemîngly tnrning' the proverbial beir. Compared
to bim D'Albert is a rew student. By the aide of Rubin-
stein, bowever, and Mdme. Schumann in ber prime, he
would be found wanting both in individuality and tender-
nees. The Reffe Suite wes e very interestîng number con-
teiiing a Romance of mucb beauty and e Toccata of great
difficulty. Otherwise, there were ne novelties, if we exc-,pt
the magnificent Chopin Impromptu, a piece new te Toronto
audiences. A word muet be said as te the short but char-
acteristic preludes witb whicb the pianiet prefeced eacb
appearance. No musicien could bear witbout heing strnck
by their incisivenese, brevity, and fitness. The singer,
Mise Smith, possesses a very nice voice, and ber selections
were, it is te be supposed, chosen in order te display it,
but, upon the wbole, ber performances were nnsatisfactory.
Mr. Torrington played the eccompaniments. Without
heving actnally created ajurore, Dr. Von Bülow bas been
sympatbetically heard and applauded in this city as one of
the greeteat pianista who bave ever visited it.

A cHiAmBERi concert was quite recently given at the
college by Mr. Terrington, in aid of the Lombard Street
Mission, which wes well patrenized. The audience wes a
critical one, but tbey apparently much eppreciated the
en8emble numbers on the programme, wbicb were Reissi-
ger'e trio, op. 25, played by Miss Sullivan, Mendelssohn's
magnificent op. 49, played in its entirety by Miss Florence
Clarke, and Hummei's cherming op. 12, played by Mis
Williams. Miss Sullivan aise gave two solo numbers by
Sohîarwenka and Wm. Mason. The vocal selections by
Mise Price, of Kingston, Miss Mortimpr, Miss Suther-
land, and Mr. Baguley were very enjoyable, and with but
few lapses well sung, as aise was the quartette by Cursch-
mene, whicb closed the programme. The funde of the
mission were considerably eugmented hy the proceede of
the concert. Professer Jam(es London, M. A., cf the Uni-
versity, is announced te lecture et the college on Tbursday,
April lOth, on"I A National Standard of Musical Pitch."

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

THE Wày eUT 0F AGNosTICis. By Francis E. Abbot,
Ph. D. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company.
Cloth. Pp. 75. $1.00.

Agnosticism, as defined by Dr. Abbot, decleres that the
scientific metbod applies onîy te phenomena, te the
appearences or shows of things, and bas ne application te
noumena, or things as tbey realiy exist in their internai
relations and constitutions. A scientific theology, lie
mainteins, will show thet the Lecientific method applies te
both plienomena and neumene, beth te thinga as tbey
seem and things as they are. Agnesticism, destitute of
the conception that God is immanent in Nature, dees net
see that te know Nature in any degree is te know God
in precisely the same degree. Hie denies that there is any-
thing unknowable, only the unknown or the imperfectly
known existe. Againet the relativity cf knewledge as
exponnded by Herbert Spencer he argues that knowledge
ie based upon the internai self-relatedness of an objeet.
Nothing else cen account for the agreeýnent in judgment
among varions minde studying an object. Beceuse there
is ne limit te the kneweble, te the progrescf science, lie
looks for assured light on probleme cf immortality and
duty when the methodese succeseful in the study
of physical nature shahl be applied te tbeolugy. This
little book, se compact as te bc pretty stifi' read-
ing, is intended te be an introduction te a treatise Dr.
Abbott is new preparing. The author may be remem-
bered as editor cf the Index, wbich wes published for
some yeere at Tole'do and then reinoved te Boston, where
it expired in 1886.

LirE AND TimEs 0F GEN. JOHN GRAVES SIMcoz, Com-
mander of the IIQ ueen's Rangers " during the Revol-
utienery War, and firet Governor of Upper Canada,
together witb seme ecceunt cf Major André and Cept.
Brant. By ID. B. Reed, Q.C., Historien cf the
County cf York Law Association; author cf I"The
Lives cf the Judges of Upper Canada." Toronto:
George Virtue. 1890.

Ie a couple cf years we wili be celebratieg the centen-
ary cf the establishment cf Upper Canada as a separate
province, Meny changes have taken place since 1791,
's len the Act was passed seperating Upper from Lower
Canada. Then Upper Canada consieted cf e few scattered
settlements on the St. Lawrence, in tlie Niagara peninsule
and along the shores cf Lakes Ontario and Erie. The
wliole white population did net greatly exceed ten thons-
and. The country was an aimpst unbroken forest traversed
only by Indian trails. The sparse settlements have since
grown into the rich and prosperous Province of Ontario,
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