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The voico struck the cefiant youth as a lightning
stroke. Ife was long sulent and cast down bis eyes. Al
were sulent; one couid enly bear the low breathing. Thon
lie spoke, IlNo other power on earth would bave f orced
me te recant, but I cannot lie te this woman's face-I
recant!

ln the moanwbile the tumuit cf the crowd waged from
witheut, whicb witb the wildest tbreats against tho council
demanded the instant liberatien cf Frau Hlilin. The
gentlemen, feeling the dangers cf deiay, after a short secret
excbango of words lot the Town Clerk therefere acquaint
the ld weman in a polite mannor witb the articles cf the
document she was te swear te. Bnt Fran Hellin answered
that alie demanded rigbt and net graco ; she bad also only
presented berseif that bier trial sbould be carried in due form
to a conclusion ; to this writîng she wouid net swear. The
gentlemen cf the council made-long faces, and f ain would
have resorted te persuasion, but tbey knew already that
this weman was net very likely te be taken in by persua-
sion. libre theolod weman ehsorved the turnkey putting
heavy chains on Muckenhuber, preparatery to bis being
taken te a streng coul, and the faltoring glance with which lie
lecked overfellbeavv on berhleart. Af ter short considera-
tion sho speke te the judges : IlYou gentlemen have put
yoursolves te bargaining witb me, se yeu are ne more reaIly
judges; since judges bargain net. But as yen are ne judges,
yen cannot do rigit by me. Go te. lI asewiloffer abar-
gain. Give me that bad boy f ree, I wiIi adept him and
take him with me to Ulm, and se if I can bring bim up
botter than you. My property lias lain idle during the
eleven menthe I was in the town. You sbeuld make gocd
my rente that I have lest in the moantime. Give mA this
bad boy ; I will take him in lieu of the rents which Qed
bas allowed te accumulate during my suffering. Under
thense conditions I will swear te and sign your writing."
The crowd in the vestibule cf the bouse were uttering
àtormy tbroats. Tbe council had ne cheice, even if Hollin
had made quite different demande.

As se signed tbe document she found the reckoning
beside iL fer ber eleven month' keep. But sho bandod the
paper back te the Town Ciork with a polite smile, and as
the cowd were aiready knocking on the deer, b. tore
the interosting appendage into little bits and tbrew them
undor the table.

George bad in the meanwhile heen relieved cf bis
chains; ho Icoked areund as in a dream and siiently
aliowed &Il that befeli him ; Frau Hellin took him by the
band and wont to the door, where both were jubilantly
received by the pressing crewd.

The Town Clerk wished now te show that hoe was net
quit. cuffed in the moutb and cried in a . laf ieud voice af ter
the departing cocupe : IlNow find this noble fledgling in
Ulm at least a gallews wliere ho may bave the rîglit to be
hanged." Frau Hollin had understood him well, therefore
she turned arcund in the door and cried in a lcud voice :
" Town Cark, you yeurself sbeuid aise be imprisoned for
twolve menthe that ycu migbt learn te know the buman
hoart ; yen would then probably flnd tbat thero are people
who ûet enly de net fear death but desire him, se desolate
and unattractive is thir roughli f e. Others on the con-
trary bave tasted ge deeply the true nobility and powerfui
courage of life that thereby tbey despiso deatli, even
thougli tloy de net fear him. The tiret foar net deatli ha-
cause tbey bave net learned te live ; these others fear bim
aven legs becauseofe their consummate knowledge cf bow
te live. I will new teacli thie my son te live, that deatli,
which in bis first wild atate lie knew se welI how net te
foar, in bis other tate cf true Cbristianity be may leara
bcw not tc depise.

The old weînan kept bier word. George was in hor
boeuge an lionost and brave man, who rendered se valuable
services to his new "native city," Ulm, in the flrst ten
years ef the Thirty-Years' War as te keep bis naine long in
thankful and benourable remembrance. But the Nord-
lingen witch-judges were obliged te iay down their office.
The entire council was weeded and renewed, and after
these fivo years ef fright followed a botter decade in wbicb
riglit and justice reigned &gain in the hencurable empire
City. . FREDm. A. T. DuNBAR.

TRIBUTES TO BROWNING.

Ci ARLYLE loed te talk cf Browning. lie told me cf
Jteir first meeting. lie was riding on Wimbledon

Common, I tbink, wbon this Ilbeautiful youtb," walking
thora alone, stepped bim and asked for bis acquaintanco.
The marriage of the Brownings was a welI .remembered ro-
mance in the bouse at Chelsea. Miss Barrett bad sent
Carlyle lier early peeme, in manuscript, and the rhymo-
hater at iret discouraged ber sua more,; but wben lie
found that she was bopelessly couch-ridden, and furtber-
more firly imprisened by a tyrannous father, 'Iwbese
lightest word stocd eut as a law cf the Modes and Pereians,"
lie theuglit it fortunate that sho could se beguile ber days.
Robert Browning received, as iL were, bis summene te ber
side in twc linsofcfl"Lady Geraldine's Courtsbip." The
lady and bier lover culled

-fromn Browning somne pomnegranate which, when eut deep down
the middle,

Showed a heart within bloed-tinctured with a veined humanity.

I bave net the poem beside me, and if 1 misquete, iL i8
net baîf se badly as Cariyle did, wbc, I remem ber, raised
Mrs. Carlyle's wrath by saying, IIshe compared him to a
nectarine"! Browning, lie said, bad as mucli difficuIty
in making bis way into tbe bouse as the kniglit who
feund Sleeping Beauty amid ber thorna. And the effeot

was much the same. Elizabeth Barrett bad net left ber
sofa for years, ýut 110w rose up, and followed him te1
Marylobone Churcli, and then te Florence, and througb
many years cf happines.Ho was Ilbeautiful," Carlyle
said, and had flowing black hair, aithougli for se many
years ho bas been so blonde.-Moncure D. Conwvay.

IT cannot bave escaped the notice cf any one wbo
knew IRobert Browning well, and who compares him in

thought with other mon cf gonius wliom hoe may have
known, that it was ne. bis strengtb only, bis vehement
and ever-ruptive force, that distinguisbed him, but te an
almost equal extent bis humanity. 0f ahl great poots, ex-

copt (one fancios) Chaucer, ho must have been thq most
accessible. It is almost a necessity witb imaginative
genius cf a very high order te require support from with-
ont : sympathy, admiration, amusement, must ho con-

stantly peured in te balance the creative ovaporation.
But Mr. Browning demanded ne sucli tribute. Ro rather
hastened forward with both bands ful cf entertainment
for the new-cemner, anxieus te please rather than hoping te
be pleased. The most part cf mon cf geniua look upon an
unknown comer as certainly a bore and probably an onomy,
but te Robert Browning the whoie world was full cf vague
possibilitios cf friendship. Ne one resonted more keenly
an unpleasant specimon of humanity, 110 one could snub
more royally at need, ne ono was-certain promises being
established-more ruthless in administering the coup de

grace ; but then bis surprise gave weight te bis indignation.
He had assumed a new acquaintance te be a goed fellow,
and behold 1 against ail ordinary experience, ho had
turned eut te be a bore or a sneak. Sudden, irreparable
chastisement mnust f ail on one wbo had proved the poet's
optimism te ho at fauît. And, te those wbo shared a
noarer intimacy than genial acquaintanceship could offer, is
there one lef t to-day who was disappointed in bis Browning
or had any deep fault te find with bim as a friend 1 Surely,
ne 1 Ho was human te the core, red witb warm bleod te
the contre cf bis being; and if ho orred, as ho occasionally
did-as lately, te tho sorrow cf ail whe knew him, ho did
err-it was the judgment, net the instinct that was amisB.
Ho was a poot, after ai], and net a philosopher.

t was part cf Mr. Browning'. largo optimism, cf bis
splendid and self-sufficing physical temperamont, that bo
took bis acquaintances eaily-it miglit almorit be said
superficially. His pootic creatiens crowded eut the roal
world te a serious extent. Witb regard to living mon and
women ho was content te speculate, but with the children
cf bis brain the case was different. These were not the
8ubjects cf more or less indolent conjecture, but of abselute
knowledge. t must be ton years ago, but tbe impression
of the incident is as f resh upon me an thougli it happened
yesterday, that Mr. Browning passed from languid and
rather ineffectuai discussion cf some persens weil known
te us both inte vivid and passionate apoiogy for an act cf
bis own Colombe cf Ravenstein. t was the flash frgim
conventionality te truth, fromn talk about people wbom ho
hardly seemed te see te a record cf a seul tbat ho had

formed and couid follow througb ail the mazes cf caprice.
t was seldem, evon in intiniacy, 1 think, that lie would

talk thus liberally abeut bis sons and daughters cf the
pen, but that was mainly from a sensible reticonce and
liatred cf common vanity. But when ho couid ho induced
te discuse bie creations it was easy te see bow vividly the
whole tlirong of tliem was moving in the hollow cf bis
mind. t is doubtful whetber ho ever t6taiiy forget any
oneocf the vast assemblage cf bis characters.

In tbis close cf our troubled century, when to se many
cf the finest spirits cf Europe, in the words cf Sully Prud-
homme, "lToute la vie ardente et triste semble anéantis
alentour," the robust healtb cf Robert Brewning's mind
and body bas presented a singular and a most oncouraging
phenomenon. lHe missed the morbid ever-reinement cf
tbe age ; the processes cf bis mind were sometimos oven a
little cearse, and aiways dligbtfully direct. For real
dlicacy ho bad fulil appreciation, but lie was brutally
sccrnfui cf ail exquisite mcrbidness. Tbe vibration cf
bis lcud voice, bis bard fiat upo n the table, would make
very short work with cohwobs. But this externai rough-
ness, like the rind cf a fruit, merely served te keep the
inner sensibilities yeung and fresh. None cf bis instincts
grew old. Long as lie iived, lie did not live long enougb
for oneocf bis ideals to vanish, for one0 of bis onthusiasms
to lose its beat ; te the last as ho so truly said, ho "lnover
doubted cloude wculd break, nover dreamod, thougli riglit
were worsted, wrong would triumph." The subtlest of
writers, he wai the simpiest cf mon, and lie loarned in
sorenity and bappinoss wbat ho tauglit in son g.-Edmnund
Gosse.

MR. BROWNING made bis last visit te us at cur hotel
on the day wo ef t Venice, the 7tb, I think, cf November.
Ho came between ton and eloyen o'ciock, and remained
until near the time cf our leaving for the oneo oclock train
for Bologna. I nover knew him te be more communicative
and ebeery. Hie teld us mucli about himslf-about Asolo,
wbere ho wrote, or prepared for publication, the peema
contained in bis last volume, IlAsolando," in the dedicatien
cf which, te Mrs. Arthur Bronsen, ho says, IlI unite,

iyou will se, the discennected poems by a titie-name
1pepuiarly ascribed te the inventivenoss of the ancient Sec-

,ret.ary cf Queen Cornaro, whose palace-tower still ever-
1looks us-Asolare: 'To disport in the open air, amuse
>one's self at random.' . . . I use it for love cf the

place, and in requital cf yeur pleasant aasurance that an

early poeiniof mine flrst attracted you thither, where and
elsewhere-at La Mura as Cà Alvisi-may al bappines
attend you "

This lest littie volume waes net the last in hie mid
then, for lie talfred as thougli he looked forward to many
more years of productive worfr. My wife remarking that
he could nlot be accused of Ietting hie talents lie idie, lie
replied:

IlIt would have been quite unpardonable in my case
not to have done my best. My dear father put me ini a
condition mout favourable for the best work 1 was capable
of. When I think of the many authors who have had to
figlit their way through ail sorts of difficulties, 1 have no
roason to be preud of my achievements. My good father
sacrificed a fortune te his convictions. Hie ceuld net bear
with slavery, and left Indi'). and accepted a humble bank
office in London. Hie tecured for me ail the ease and
comfort that a literary man needs to do good work. It
would have been shamef ni if I had not dono my best te
realize his expectations of me."

1 give lis own words as nearly as 1 now reinember
them.

A servant announcing that the gondola was waiting to
take us to the railway station, lie arose suddenly from bis
chair, bado us a cordial good-bye, with a IlGod bloss you
both," saying as he hastenod off, IlNow be sure te come
and soe me, next May, in London. You'll remember
where my littie bouse is, near the Kensington Gardons"
-and was gone 1 We little thouglit then that vie should
seo him ne more in this world.-Hiram Corson.

COR IWSPUNDENCE.

THE COMING CANADIAN COMMONWEALTH.

To te E ditor of THE WIiEK:

DEAn Si,-The Dominion of Canada is the third
largest country in the werid. Its resources are great and
varied. Ite citizens are strong, apt, intelligent and that
tbe fourth merchant marine flics the maplo leaf tells of
their industry and capability:

Students of Canadian affairs have agreed that the
Dominion cannot remain in ber prosent political position.
Tbey differ widely however in their opinions as te what
the necessary change should be. Tbree distinct scbemes
are before the public, viz., Imporial Federation, Annexation
to tho United States and Independence. These proposi-
tion as yot find their support, not in any particular party
but in separato individuals, ecd claiming for bis fad
Utopian results.

Imperial Foderation bas among its supporters a fow of
higb position and undoubtod ability, yet tbe great majority
of Statesmen are inclined to consider it a conception vague
and void. Its modus operandi bas neyer been defined, a
fact that may ho takon as a trutwortby index to its
impracticability. Aedoration, however, upon a naval
basis lias been suggested, but the lack of com mon
danger and intereat between Britain and tho colonies
would seem to destroy ail likolihood of its success. Lt
would ho a strango siglit te see a combination, formed
as the civilizing agent of the wgrld, based upon readi-
ness for war. That such a basis lias been proposed
cor tainly hints that particular ad vantage is the obj oct of
its premoters rather than the general good.

Would a national combination, destroying aIl balance
of power and able to act with a higli hand, ho a friend te
the intereets of the world or a constant menace to its
peace and presperity 1 Ho who bas studiod human nature
and history must answer the first question by no, the second
by yes. The story of the naval Cenfederacy cf Deos, a
union bora cf fear cf a common onomy, also helps te dis-
pose cf this most plausible form cf Imperial Federation. It
was created under far more favourabie circumstancos for
its continuanco than could bo expected for a British naval
Confederacy, but soon rivaîries arose, dissensions became rife
and disintegratien ensued. When the strong adhesive cf
com mon danger failed te cornent the littie Greok Con-
foderacy, wbat is thore te assure the succoas cf this pro-
posed short cut te the Parliament cf Man 1 Until sema
guaranteo is forthcoming and somo definite plan devised
we muet consider Imperial Fedoration a fount cf peetical
revorie, only that and nothing more.

As te Annexation, it is fair te say that the average

Canadian opposes it. Hoelias taken his glass and scoured the
social and political arena cf the Republic. Far to the south
ho seos hordes cf black men and crowds cf white mon
wrangling and tbreatening eacb other, and he calîs this the
racial preblom. In the groat cities ho sees the rich and
poor mustering their forces, the working man and the
lordly man noaring a collision, ho sees seciety begin te
qualce, and ho calle this the social problom. If bis investiga-
tiens have inciined him against union the anti-British tactics
of White Blouse politiciens have made him a confirmed anti-
annexationist. If thon Canada is te undergo a political

change, and Imperial Federation is impracticable and

Annexation is held undesirabie, we muet conclude that the
goal for which Canada is bound is Independence.

Se it is. The Republicans and Democrats au they

harangue against Britain; the Fishory Question and Home
Rule Question as tbey proe for solution ; the revenue
cutter as she chases the Canadian sealer and the IBritish

)uhat as tbey look idly on ; the young Canadien as lie
plans and the Englieli statosman as lie pondors, aIl are
helping te bring about Canadian Independence.


