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THE Globe's rîgliteous championship of le Canadien is one of the moat
interesting and instructive spectacles presented by modern jonmnalism.
Eveîî in the past of the profession parallel instances of devoted zeal are
rare. As a general thing very real and tangible evila are required to
rouse tise spirit of the crusader; but in tIse heat of its enthusiasm the
Globe rushes daiiy into an iînaginary fray, creating enemies for its protégé
the habitant for the pure pleasure, it seems, of deAtroyin g thern. It does
this by assumption-the usual way. The habitant, according to the Globe,
is the Ishînael of the Dominion. Poor, wretched, friendîcas, and despised,
lie is regarded with animosity and spoken of with a curse (vide the Globe)
by every English-speaking Canadian poiiticaiiy unbehoiden to bis Church.
H1e is bated for mnany reasons, but chiefly for his piety, lis politeneas, bis
industry, and his bonesty. The Globe however is free from these widespread
preJudices, and bas set itself the task of combating them. That it is no
easy task everybody who bas observed the energy and persistence of the
Globe's devotion to it wili rcadily believe. It is quite possible, however,
that the Globe's lîigh-purposed course in this matter may shed a deep glooni
upon the spirit of many of its readers. That the Globe bas readers of

moral rectitude we do not for a moment doubt, and ail such persons must feel,
and feel deeply, that tbey are not oppesed to piety and politenlesa and
industry and honesty, even in the Church-ridden habitant. Tbey must
believe the Liberal organ the victins of a misconception. Tbey must aiso
sec in the misconception a decîded refiection upon the average Canadian's
common sense.

TuÂT iS One Way Of accounting for it. Tkere are others. The people
of Ontario are aware that the habitant as a moral or social entity does
nlot cross their mînds twice a year. When hie does, the sentiment that
accompanies is usually one of pure pity. The combined wrath or maievo-
lence that exista in Ontario toward the race wouid not, it is safe to say,
seriously disturb any member of it could it be directed against bim. They
are equally sure that the anachronism of a Church-controlled State is a
probleiu te wbich they are bounld to give an amount of thought and anxiety
which is not iessened by the spectacle of the great Liberal party allying
itseif to perpetuate tbis anachronisin. Tlîe attitude of every right-think-
ing person, not oniy in tisis Province but in the Dominion, is antagonistic
to the present secular supremacy of the Roman Catholie Churcb in Quebec,
recognising in it a relentiess foc to the progreas of ail within its sway,
and an instrument of oppression not only te French Cathoiics but te
every tax -payer in the Dominion. "Ila it net," queries the Globe, "lthe
patriotic, the Christian, the humanitarian part te let bygones be bygones?1"
Truly. Let bygones be bygones by ail means, let precedenta be prece-
dents, let what has happened in the past not be without warning and illus-
tration te us as te wbat may happen in the future. The exercise of for-
giveneas for injuries past by no means implies that we should not defend
ourselves frorn injuries to corne. And the individual wbo can read the
history of the Roman Catbolic Churcli in the Province of Quebec, with
an eye upon its influence upon Dominîion Legialation, without learning to
expect such injury must be a very unsuspicions individual indeed.

Wizknow that it waa net aways thuH. We ailretnember the time when
the Globe was net obiiged te invent enemies for the habitant but fought for
his welfare, even as bis beat friends are doing now, againat the influence
which makea for his ignorance and impeverishment more than ail the other
liard conditions of bis life together; when net oniy for its lack of truth,'
but for its ludicrous absurdity, its recent inference that the clergy of
Ontario are quite as influential as the clergy of Quebec in the secular
affaira of their flocks wonid have been inadmissable te its columnas. Varieus
explanationss of the change occur te the uncharitable, but te the open-
ininded among its new adherents the Globe'8 conversion must seemn littie
short of miraculous. 69Est ce que," one imagines them saying in their
simple wonder, "ce journal a envoyé un representatif à Ste. Anne de
Beaupré 1 ',

IF any doubt existed in the beginning that the construction of the Red
River Road te Xanitoba's American boundary would prove an episode of
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grave importance in the history of Confederation, recent events have ban-
ished it. Those who foresaw the immediate suppression of the scheme by
the Dominion Government, those who predicted the impossibility of pro-
ceeding with it for financial reasons, and ail others who prophesied fore-
bodingly for the completion of the road, flnd their expectaLions set at naught
by actual facts. The road is bult, and the situation must be faced. It is
in ail respects a peculiar. and iii one respect a paradoxical situation. In view
of the very large extent to which Ontarianis are out of pocket by the build-
ing of the Canadian Pacifie Railway, and the other fact that its exclusive
control of North-West business is undoubtedly beneticial to Ontario, strong
opposition to the boundary road might reasonably be expected here. Instead
of which. we see and hear on ail aides the most cordial sympathy with the
acheine-so cordial indeed that the utterances of more than one organ seem
directly prompted by a desire to incite Manitobans not only to maintain their
rights, but to go beyond them. Any action, one might easily infer from them,
is justifiable that antagonises the present Government. Recognising that
something must be excused to the ardour of controversy and the lieat of
enthusiasm in the cause of the weak against the strong, we must, neyer-
theless, deprecate the tone of the Opposition Press upon this matter. lIs
motive is doubtiess far from being that of bringing about another rebellion,
yet the persistence with wbich it places that possibility before the disaf-
fected element is about as well calculated to produce it as any of the
influences so threateniné;Iy at work at present. The C. P. R. has managed
to make itself somewbat unpopular in this quarter of the Dominion, and
the people of Ontario know too well what it is to struggle for Provincial
rights to withhoid sympathy from a sister Province similarly struggling
but neither Ontarians lier sensible Canadians of any Province desire te
see a strugg]e in which Federal dignity would suifer the diagrace of defeat
in addition to has present humiliation.

Fon. there is no use in attempting to evade the fact that Federal autho-
rity la and will be humiliated, regrettable as it is in itself and disastrous
as its consequences may very possibly be. It is admitted on every hand to
be insanity to attempt to thwart the Manitobans in their present temper,
and in face of the opinion of the majority both there and throughout the
Dominion, of both parties. The action of the Norquay Governmnent ini
carrying the case before the Privy Council is wise and praiseworthy, in
that it shows a desire for the approval of the Crown, but it is exceedingiy
doubtf ai if the Crown's disapproval, presupposing the expression of an
opinion, which is not at ail certain, would prevail to move the people from,
their present attitude one inch. Decisiona of the Privy Council fora'
admirable derniers ressorts for Provincial and Dominion disputants in pro-
babiy ninety-nine cases out of a bundi cd, but where they clash with the
direct interests of an entire provincial population acting in accordance with
what they believe to be both their moral and their legai rights, we are
afraid that they wouid represent opinion and authority alike foreiga and
impotent. Pending the decision and events that follow it, about the
oniy conclusion that can be drawn from the unfortunate state of thinga in
Manitoba is that the (iovernment cannot be congratulated upon the policY
that made it possible.

BOTHI the Republicans and the Democrats have recently pubiished
their programme at conventions heid in the State of Ohio. Addressed
to the electorate of the Repu biic, these utterances are important as
indicating the general trend of political thought in a near neighbour,
whom some among us desire that Canada may become connected with,
stili dloser. A glance at the views of each party does not reveal
any thing particuiarly encouraging to the Commercial Unionista. Th'
Democrats, it is true, demanded a reduction of the tarifi; which might
rernove some Canadian objection to Commercial Union ; but the RePl.b'
licans are nlot iikely, if they can help it by any means, to permlit
their rivais to profit by any such coup d'état. For the reason that it
wouid perbaps strengthen the Democratic party they would reject iII
and everything that tended to it; and se wouid the Democrats in1
the reverse case. The Canadian Unioniats, when once the subject geto
into American polities, wiil certainly have not only their Canladial"
opponienta to contend with, but also one or the other of the two'

American parties. The platformn of the Republicans doea net, hoWOvart,
seem to faveur Commerial Union at a. They have declared for 0'amaintenance of the tariff, being opposed particularly to any reductiOn 0
the present duties on wool and wooilen and worsted goods. This is imPor'
tant te note, because the Canadian Journal o] Fabries points ont that the
moment we are obliged to adopt the American foreign tariff our Cap'
wool, our Australian wool, and dozens of items of Mill supplies will coOs
double their present prices, and up must go the coat of manufactur»g,


