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of that degenerate time, cluster so many charining memories. Degenerate
or not, how enjoyah]e they were, those days in wlïich bands u<d-,( to play,

the Grand Duchess sang, the rain came through the roof, the ý,ma11 boy
climbed up outside as they do in a circus, and the young people courted,,

the shady walks, the ginger-beer man in the arbour, and-each other 1A

pleasant unconventionality occasionally prevailed to the extent of mnucli

whispered conversation at the back of the building, and a coming andti

going quite irrespective of such stupid things as seats, ticket-.,,, Our own

umbrellas and otlher people's feet. Oranges could li ecateni, itiottocs

excbaniged, shawls put on and rubbers taken off, without the curfous gaze1

of the vulgar, or the stern and ominous expression of approaching wrath

on the counitenances of ch aperone and aunt, interfering with tht se harmless

eccentricities of Young Toronto. The scratch of a fusee or the pop of a gin-
ger-beer bottie could frecouentlv be caught over and above the so:iririg notes

of the CavaI ina from IlIl Barbiere " or "Ann gie As for the

operatie inakeshifts seen there, what wasever more delightfully rickety thall

.dmina's bridge in "La Somnambula," or the staîl in the " Docror of Alcan-

tara" The act-drop, the side scenes, the bunting, the su pers, thie lealet' ofi

the orchestra, and above ali-the orchestra itself what lias evw-r been more

unique, more amusing, more originali Yet there was a go about miany

of those performances that put to shame the more legitimate efforts of

well-known and established play-houses.
So we have our memories, too. No Vauxhail, no Cremorne (except it

be the Island), htave we ; no Sadler's Wiells, no Drury Lane, no \Villis', andi

no Argyle Rooms-yet wve have the "lGardens." And on gala niglhts lîow

pretty they were, with the audience scattered ail over tiie grountds, the

gleamn of rosy and yellow Chinese lanterns, the scent of roses or geraniumns,

stocks and ignonette, and the strains of fervid Italian comuposers in our

ears !And besides the "lGardens " we have the Music ILii and tlîat

qucer tunnel of a place, the old St. Lawrence Hall, wvhose walls re-echoed

to the notes of Santley, Mdme. Patey, Mario, ('arlotta Patti, and others

as notable.
On the whole, life is not neariy as pleasant as it was. Blind Tom is

gone, s0 is Tom Tbumb ; the glass-blowers, con urors, sasi opera coin-

panies and ventriloquists, if stili alive, do not visit us often, and wvhen

tlîey do, we do not enýjoy them. Thepy may he the saine, but we-we(ý are

changed. The ebidren are no longer brought up oni panoramtas of the

I{oiy Land and the Bible the troupe of Royal Japps îio longer pleases,
or, if by chance it pleases, it arouses no great curiosity, for do we itot send

Our washing round the corner to Ah Sin and bis pigtailed brother.
SERAN US.

AIT-MR. LA WSONT'S NEWF PICTURE.

THERE are few circumstances to which we would refer more aiadly than

to those which seem to mark the growth of the sentiment wbiclh promofes

and sustains art in Toronto. Culture miist follow wealib sooner or hUter,

and if, for various reasons, art culture seems a laiggard in the steps of Our

Prosperity, there is the more reason to rejoice at the iikelihood of a stimuii-

lus te, lier tardy progress. We are pleascd therefore to inote the opeingm

of the IlRembrandt Art Rooms " in Leader Lane, and Uc> observe biow

strong the influence upon popular taste of such a centre iii like:(ly to ho . A

place in wbich pictures aire bought and sold, which is still a place .wliere

ltothing is to bc seen that has not distinctive menit of sonne sort-a picture-

Rhop, in fact, with some of the limitations of a picture gallery, bas long,

been nieeded in Toronto, by both artists ani public. And ià is to be hoped

that the opening of the Il Rembrandt Art Rooms," xith the, opportunities

it offers all picture lovons of both seeîng and possessiing tl(< be-st work of

Canadian and other artists, will not be found premnatitre.

Chiefest, perbaps, among the attractions of the Il Remnbrandt " ea.sels

Just now, is a piet une by Mr. J. Kerr Lawson, of Hlamilton. Non will any

One wlîo is familiar with Mr. Lawson's wonk be surprised te finid a1 cauvas

Of his dominating a room fuit of pictures, mnany the work of older and

hetter kniown men than ho. Thore has always been that subtle quality iii

k\r. Lawson's painting that arrests attention, and holds it. The.force iav

h0 of attraction or rppulsion, but is invariabiy to be felt. There is a

Potency of individuality in it, that nobody who is in the least degreîc

reSPpOnsive to the influences of the canvas can escape. The presenit pie-
t urc mnarks somnetbing of a departure from Mr. Lawsorn's usual inaîtîer

8td choice of subjeet. Hie is apt, as we know, to be a littie rutbless anci

autocratie with us. We have always looked to Iimii for truth and energy

8,11d the genius of interpretation, and we have been seidomn disappointed.
'1tit ho bas not alxvays or often given us the grace, tie tendlerniess, the

geliti, natural, beautiful sentiment of his last picture. i t is of a girl aUt a

Piano. She is leaning forward, her face, upon the music, lier' etbows upon

t the keys, and her hand, in the first quick gesture of grief indulged, pres-

'Ing ber tear-filled oyes. That is the whole subjeet, and it is treateil with

ý11ch skill and sympatby as to tell a story that seemns to miake Uhe lasU inici

Ofcanvas eloquent. The girl is in evening dress of whiite brocaîle, the,

arerangement and texture of which strike one-afterward-as beiiig par-

ticularly good. Tt is a triumph of the artist, however, that we forget the

dr085s with iUs many virtues, as its wearer has forgotten it, in tise haif-

repressed but wholly natural and lovely impulse, wbîch is the 2nolis of

tepicture.

IlTHE March ntîmher of The (7anadie Ediicationai 3liel opiens Nwjtii an article on

Y The Teaching of Reading," hyJ.. A. MeLellian, INA., LIA1)., 1)irector of the Teacliers'

ýlititutes iii Ontario. The article is avigorons denuniciation of certain new theories oif teach-

'Cg reading. Prof. Goodwin, of Queen's College, coîttribiites an article tn "ASciotol4of Sci-

elles for Eastern Ontario, located at Kingston," whicb will be read wit i nîtch attention. An

elelent article on "Science Teaclîing in Sclhools," b.y 1). F. H-. Wilkins, B.Sc., Science

aiter in Prescott High School, and another on " A Neglected Work in otir Ediucational

"are worthy tof the bigh reputatimn. of Caniadiani teachers, andu of 'fhc j1tonthf!..

THE

ROYAL CANADIAN INSURANCE cofP'Y.
DrFICES-137 ST. JAMES ST. MOITTIEA.L, QUE.

Fourteenth Annual Report for the Year Ending

3 1st December, 1836.

VN1Ii.\\T Bt ri) iSO9N, 1'îesuùont.

J1ONATH'1AN HO i)GSON.
GEO~RGE W. MOSS.

WILLIAM S

J1. lZ. TI i lA. )l U t 'eît

it)l'lIAUPI-ER.
JOHN OSTELL.

The baietuî ve the pleainre of pre seîîting the 1%iorteentlt Atîniual Report of the

Comnpany for the year ending the 3lst Decellber, 18S6, together witlî the Anditor's

Report theron.

REVENUTE.

Fi-e and 'Marine Preintuiis...............................$46,595 02

$502,~ ~ 071 66

EXPENITIJRE.

Lîases, ]'ne anti Marîinc, încliliiig an appropriation for ail
claims te 3Ist ])Peenîber ...... ......................... $327,5M 41

Rasiaîtsand lieturn 'remaiins ...... ..... 70,429 29

E\lx e of cooulucting the business, including comihnl5elis, etc. 94,396 44

Balance at credit of Profit and Loss Accott...................9,692 52
-$502,071 66

ASSETS.

Cash oii hand anti ini Bank tii CîrctAcon..........,740 93
C'asih<eposits in Bank cf M-Nontreal at interest.............. ... 140,000 00

Loans oni coilat.erals .... ........................... ........... 9,205 39
Ce,îtrjl l1ailrîiac btonds............. .......... ...... 111,349 31

Canailiati Pacifie Mailway Land Grant Botndls............ ...... 162,240 0

Consotiluatel Fiiiîd oif tlîe City cf Mttntreal ..................... 30,000 Q0

1(iri<itutliii 4 per cetît. Scriîî........... ................. ..... 101,226> 32

Canada Ctton Ctinpîaiiybs 8 per cent. Bointds............. ....... 6,748 75

,Ni tntrea I Cottont C'tonîaity's; 7 per- cenît. BondstN.................. ,2 .50

C'ity of \itiitrettl 5 pier ceint. 1)(eiiîtiire4........ ............... 25,793 33

Žuhiitgagts.. .... .......................... ... ..... .. 28,)00 o>0

I irecevlsad iie Pyi iiiins .. .. ...... ........... 28,997 04

Dite fij iiitltier C titi paies foîr reit irance ..................... 16, 162 74

'reliiiiitiii coutrse tif C-ollectioni............................,111 87

Agets,. Bllaaices aitî Silry 1 ebtîrs.. ............. ý.. ....... 11,240 35
$719,178 53

LI A BILITIES.

Copital sttck~ taid llp ..................................... 400,000 0o

1,it ider <tiijutstin i...................... ............... ,32, 600 89

lie-insiiraite lieserve ..... ».... ............ ................. 16,823 58

]i îitletiilNo 10. payable lSth Febrtiary, 1887------------------24,000 00

1Vitclaiine.tl i ided itcîs............................ ..... .. 97 80

S Surph)is..................... ........ ........................... 26
- 719,178 3

Appeiî'ed liereti, yîuîî will finl an abstract statettient shiowing the progress of the

Ctiopany dtîriîîg tue yeat-s given, whiciî s1 îcaks foîr itseif withîîut comment on otîr part.

Ail tue Directtirs tetire titis year, loit are cligilale foîr î-electiîîî.

iiespctfiilly sîiiîittcd.
ANJ)1E\V ROBEiRTSON, PaîcSIDENT.

MONTREsi., 8MtFlt-trî 1887.

Anro EtmttJ/le-at b., l'î' /ttii///i Ci tdieîî !îî n iti Comttpanty, AMon treal.

11tS Stt,- Ih l -v uxiitittcî your Ctîmpany's books anti accontuts for the year

entied 31st ])eccntluc, 18863, ani fîîîîîtd tbiiet correct and ctiiapieteiy vîîuched for.

The caîsh, investinets, sectîrities, and tîther assets tîwned by the Ctimîany, as weii

asý tîte lialtilities, have a1ti tesit îtr, cd iîy nte to lue courrect, as statedl on tite final balance

slieet. Votirs respectfliiiy,
JlOH]N McDONALIi, Auditaw.

AiBSTRACT OIF STATEMENT 1884-5-6.

1884.

Reveitîte........ ................ $476,638 59

Assets................. .... 63,299 73

Surplils.... ................... 47,775 17

1885.

$517,378 19
708,328 08

G2.957 78.

1886.
$~502,071 66

719,178 53-
95,656 2(ý


