
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR. 551

to be derived from the study of history are fuily appreciated by ail, and it is
anything but creditable ta McGill College that wvhile providing efficient teaching

in most other branches of learning, it yet passes over this without any com-
punction. This state of affairs lias existed for some time, and the college
authorities seem to be labouring under the impression that there is an adequate
amount of history taught, because hîtherto there have been nio very loud

complaints. Perhaps they think that ini providing a "lProfessor of 1-istory'>

they have donc ail that is necessary. In these days, when the starching eye
of public criticism rests upon ail matters conr4ected with the general weal, it is
a daring thîng for a college or any other institution to disregard the voice
which tells themi of a defect in the system. 1 have ventured to intrude upon

your space with tlie hope that this matter ivili be remedied, and both in the
interests of the college and its students wvhat cannot be regarded as other than
a fatal error in its course of study may be rectified.

Yours, &c., C.

CANADIAN CHARACTERISTICS.

We're "la littie too late " in so rnany things-
The Americans cali it Il slowv";

We're reminded too often that "riches have wings,"
As Il over the line " they go

We shake our hieads doubtingly hiesitate long
Over new projeets and plans,

Forgetting that youih is the time to grow strong
That age ivili prohibit the banns.

Why should ive grow rusty? refuse to, progress,
With such pushing neighbours as ours,

Who boast of their wisdom, superior finesse,
And speak with contempt of the powers

Which govern, direct us, and hold us in check,
A slow, ambling joy to maintain,

Which is warranted safe for both Iiînbs and neck
If a firm hold is kept on the rein ?

For our iler-s think it unsafe to adopt
New measures and palicies bold

Which, pungent and fresh from sane thinkers' brain cropt,
So, lay them aside to grow cold 1

If wve nothing venture, we shahl nothing have,
A proverb we s/zould bear in mind,

For we may have occasion to feel very grave,
And ivonder why we were so blind!1

Why should we do as our ancestors did,
If there is a "lmore excellent way "?

And why should its light "4'neath a bushel be hid,"
If on us has dawned a new day ?

Grave questions are these; we should ponder themn well,-
Resolved to win honour and famne;

Be bold, independent; make the strokes tel,
And make for our country a name!

'rhen "lGod save the Qucen " we can cry,
And say with an honest pride:

"We have donc what we could as the years roll'd by;
Our influence is felt far and wide."

And our Sovereign the Qucen need flot be ashamed
0f her subjects over the sea ;

If we've IIfought a good fight," and the victory gain'd,
To our God will the glory be.

H B.Montreal, Octôber 29, s88o.

WE bave received fran, Dawson Bras. "lBricks Without Straw," a ncw woîk written by

J udgc Taurgee, the author of " A Fool's Errand." This nc-w work describes accurately

Southern hie, and gives a realistic picture of the coloured people. It asa strives, and in aj

great measure successfully, ta explain the feelings and tboughts of educated Southera people

.- striving also ta increase the fniendshîp whicb augbt ta, if it doces nat, exist bctween the Nortb

and South. Ali the characters are trutbfülly drawn, and the shades of thougbt and feeling

delineated with a truc artist's skili ; the work is plcrtiantly written and is extrcmely intcrest-

ing-na marks of carelessness or baste are evident, and the plat is well workcd out. It sbould

be read by ail wbo desire instructive reading in a palatable shape, and, as there is s0 niuch

trash publîshed at present, it is a pleasure ta read warks like these, and by these a better

literary taste wsill be cultivated.

Ai CorresOonidi»ic i dd fo his Coluinn and Exchanges, shou/d be directed la the
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Montre:.l, Noveiei I 3t1l, i 88o.
PRoBsEFm No. CXI1I.

J3y Mr. James Pierce. From T/z u'Field.
WHITE.r ... ....... .. ..

BLAL.K.
White to play and mate in two moves.

CHESS INTELLIGENCE.
Mr. IL N. Kittsoiu, Hamilton. THE LAW OF COUNTING 5o MovFs.-''he opera-

BLACK. tn of this law bas been invoked anid supported in a
- game betwecn two players in the Hlamilton Chess
'' Correspondence Tourney under circumnstances which,

if it were maintained, would, ta say the least, reduce
~ j j~ j very game ta a draw in wbich one player succeedcd

i n lvinning tlie excbange, unless he could mate bis

adversary witbin fifty moves. The gai-e comnîenccd
and procccdcd as follows:

P t- IÇ4  1P t K 4
2 2KttoKB 3  2 QtoKB 3
3 Bto B4 3 Kt toB 3
4 KttO Q B3 4 B toQKt 5
5~ Kt toQ~ 5 5 Bt B 4r 6 Kt takes Q (ch) 6 Kt takles K

____________ 7 P tOQ 3 7 P to KR 3
WHITE. 8 B tuK 3 8 B ta Kt 5 (ch>

Mr. J. W. Shaw, Montreal. The diagrami Sbows the position of the game at this
point. Black intended bis second move ta read

,Position a/tsr Blach's 8th move, Q Kt ta B 3, and only discovered bis error when
when the Ganductor of thte Tourney White captured his Q on the 6th move.. llaving thus
conflrnied Black's claim, requiring lest the exchange, Q for a Kt, bie announced bis de-
lfhite tu mate h1dm in 5o maves. mand that White should mate bim within 50 moves.

This strange request was, of course, referred tu the
Conductor of the Tourncy as being an outrageous interpretation af the Law, but stranger
still, the Conductor gave il as his deCision that tbc case came within the opcration of the
Law and ruled accordingly, submitting the case ta the Cbess Editor of the Toronto G'lobe as
referec. But can it be believed? that gentleman also maintained that the Law, as laid dawn
in Staunton's Praxis, by whicb the Tourney is governed, became operative in this case, and
the game is naw proceeding, under protest, it is truc, but stili iii accordance with the ruhing
of these twa chess authorities. On October 3oth we devoted our entire columun ta tbe pub-
lication of twa letters from Mr. A. P. Barnes, of New York, who fully exposed the speciaus
arguments of the Globe's Chess Editor. The Law, as applied in this case by Black,
amounts simply ta a punisbment for Wbite in being so lucky as ta win bis appanent's Q for a
Kt. The Law cannot be invoked in any way as a pur.ishment. The Globe's Chess Editor
bas certainly peculiar nations af wbat canstitutes an end-gamne, when be says that it certainly
has become an end-game when one player bas sa early obtained snch an advantage, and
classes as end games sncb positians as the anc in the abave diagrani. He also prapaunds the
query, Ilis it taa much ta ask that the superiar farce shall finishi the game in 50 maves ?" The
use of the word finish is ane of thase speciaus expressions by wbich the nbsurdity af tbe
argument is claaked. It may nat be tao much ta ask that the superiar farce shall reduce the
game ta sucb a position as that Black might bonaurably resign, as hie would doaillder ardi-
nary circumstances, but it may be altogether too much ta compel bimi ta mate his adversary
within that number of maves. The application of the Law in this case is denounced in the
Chess 31ont/t/y as #1ccrtainly prepasterous." The whole of the Law in Staunton's Praxis bas
but ane interpretation. It was framied an laws which had been knawn and used for cen-
turies, adopted by Lapez, Gianutia and Salvia, and in later times by Joenisch and Van der
Laza. In aIl tbese no reference is made ta any but end.games whicb appear to be drawn or
can be forced. Ta these anly dues it apply, and any attcmpt ta dlass sucb a position as the
anc above as an end-game is absurd. The Conductor of the Tourney and bis Referee Split
an tbe rock containcd in the clause, Praxis, p. 21 : IlAnd wbencver anc player considers that
anc side can force the gamne," &c. This clause is simply tbat addition wbich Stqunton
made ta caver end-games ini whicb tbere were uncomplicated pawns, the law hiaving pre-
viously excluded tbem, and the cases arc cnumerated in wbich they may fanm an additional
element. The word Ilwbcnever " dues flot mean at the whim af an oppunient who may bave
lost tbe exchange, but it is 11tbe pound af flesh " ta aur friends in Ontario, wbo bave a funny
knack of înterprcting Stauntan's Cbess Laws in a manner peculiar ta themselves. In the
flrst paragrapb an page 49, of Praxis, Staunton clearly enunciates bath the thcary of the
Law and its practical effect, and wîth such a lucid explanation staring bath tbe Canductor
and his Refèee in the face, wc can anly wander at the lack of common sense 'which can su
distort the plainest language into something so apposite ta its meaning. To show the
absurdity of sncb an interpretation, we may ask what would be White's position supposing
hie now last his Q for Black's Kt ? Would aur friend, tbe Qlobe's Cbess Editor, still consider
it an end-gamc. or wauld there be a game with two ends? For the hanaur af Canadian
Chess, we hape the Canductor of the Tourney will sec fit to reconsider bis interpretatian af
the Law and reverse bis decision. Unhess he do sa, we expect ta sec nearly every game in
the Tourney drawn in consequence. Certain it is tbat every chess jaui-na], or authority of
any standing, will be arrayed against bim, and the paltry minority wba may hald the same
vicw will only render bis position the more ridiculous and untenable.


