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their eggs in a perfcctly axposed ncst, under tha
vary eyas of two carrion crews whe occupied the
first floor of the samne tree, an aider, without the
least molestation, seeme te confirm this viaw.

In this Garden uf Eden, hoevar, ail sorts of
anomalous thînge saem. te have been dons by birds.
In a eft branch of a fir trea, twenty-four feet
from the grouud, 'a peabea buit bier nest, Ilrough
which pieca of ambition, sinba falling is much
casier than fiyiug, sha lest ait ber young eues.
In the brancb ef an oak, twelva feet from the
ground, a wild duck nested, aud brou-ght down
nll bier brood in safety te their naturai- element.
A pair of ceots built thair nest on the extrema end
of a willow branch clesely oerhanging the water;
but the weigbt of the materials, aud é8pacially of
the birds themselves, depressed it se that their
habitation restad on the very surface of the wrater,
and its contents rose and feil 'witb evcry ripple;
sînd, fiually, another p air of ceets who had bujît
their bouse en what ti my considared terra firma,
found thamselvas altogether adrift eue stormy
niorning, and continued se, veering with the fickle
breeze for many days, until at last the eggs were
hatched, and their you.ng family became inde-
pendant, aud could shift fer tbamselvaeo. AIl these
minutSm were carefully watcbed by the squire.
Au excellent telescope enabled him te perceiv'e
froin his drawing room wiudow the manoeuvare of
botb land and wnater fowls. l'Yeu could careful-
ly ï3crutinize thair fl.rm, their celer, thair plumage,
the color of their legs, the praciea formn and hue
of their mandibles, aud net unfrequently even the
color of the iris of the eye: also their mode of
walking, of swimming-, and of resting. Yeu coeuld
sce tha heroes, the watet liens, the ceets, the
Egyptian and the Canada geesa, the carrion crows,
tho riugdoves (oecaeionally on their nests), the
wild duck, teal, and widgeou." No lees than
cighty-nine descriptions of land bird, and thirty.
of water fowl, sojourned iu the grounds or about
the latte of Walton Hall, In winter wbeu the
laka 'was frezen,. it was literally a fact that the ice
coutl sometimes net be disccrned.; iL was se crowd-
ed by the theusands of wvater fowl that huddled
together upon it without sound or motion.

Mr. Waterton, iL may be esaily imacined, wau
himself ne sportsman ; but it was bis cnstomn te
supply bis )wn table on a fast day (ha was a
Roman Catholia) with fish shet by bimeîf with a
1,ow aud arrow. Obherwisa, hae made war on no
living creature, excapt the rat:- the IlIlanoverian"l
rat, as he designated him with bitterness: and
aven hinm he preferred' te exile raLlier thin deetroy.
Ou bir reLuira hoe from bis fameus wanderings
in South. Ameriea, hae fouud the hall se infested
with rats that nothing- was safe from. them. But
having oaugbt a fina spacimen of the "Il aneveri-
au" in aI "harmless trap," lie carefully smaarad
himi over witb tar, and let him depart. Thie as-
touished and highly.scented animal immediately
soured all the rat passageas, and thus impregnated
thamn wîth. the odor of ail Cetrs meet offensive te
bis bretbren, who lied by bundrade in the night
acrees the narrow portion of the lakeand wero ne
more sean. Thorgh vary bigoted iu religions
maLter8, tbc sqii re %vas i rdead a moat telerant and
tender-hearted iiiiii. Ile built a sholtar upon a
certain part of t he laka cxpressly for poor foILs,

wbo were perinitted to fish whether for purpo8eSF
of sale or for their own dinnere ; and- notwith-
standing that it was bis cuetom te dress like a
m~iser an&, a scarecrowv, and- te live lke an ascetie,
sleeping upon bare bonirds with a hollonved pieoe,
of wood fora pillew, and- fastiug much longer than
was good for him, he wus very charitable and open
handed to ochers.

It must be confessed bewever, we gatber front
thi8 volume that the great naturalist was, out of
bis profession, by ne means. a wiser man, and-
certainly net a witty one. fle- loved jettes of a-
scool boy sort, and iud'ulged in. sarcasms more
practioal than delicate. The two knockers of bis'
front door were cast, from bell mnetal, in the
similitude of humnan faces, the oe representing
mirtb, aud the otber misery. The former was ire-
movably fixed to the door, and seemed to grin with-
delight at your fruitlesa efforts to raise iL ; the-
latter appeared te suifer agonies froi -the blows
iuflicted on iL. Iu thre vestibule- wuas singularlv
conceived model of a n'ightmare, with a humon'r
face, grinning and showing the tusks of a 'wild-
boar, the bauds of a man, Satanic borne, elephant's'
cars, bat's wings, oe cloyen font. one eagle's talon,.
and witb the tail of a serpent; beneath it was. the-
following motto:

ASSIDENS PRECORDTS
'A VOLtE 50OtNOS AUFIRAM.

It was bis humor, more than once, when be-
tween seventy and eigh ty years. of~ age, te weloome
the author, whan lie canite te dinner, by biding on
ail fours' under the hall table, and' pretending tl>
be a dog. He made ue- cf bis woucbirfnl: taxider.
mic talents te represent many individuals %vbe'
teck a leading part in the Reformation hy loath-
soins objecta front the animal and vagetable crea-
tien, and completed the artistie group with a
spriukling of "composite-" damons. le was,
seriously vered, and behaved very rudcly to a
stranger under bis <wn roof. who bad profanely
dasîgnatad- his favorite (stuffed) Bahia toad' as Ilan.
ugly brute."

These and similar .instances of bad taste we-
thiuk- Dr. Hlobson Wight have left tinrecordcd with
advantage. Stili, there wua mue-h te like as well-
as te admire about the great Naturalist. No,
museum of natu ral. historv elsewhare could com-
pare wvitb the beauty and finish of the speoimens,
prepared- by tbe*squire's own band with wonder-
fut skill and, patience, which adornedl the insîde,
of Walton H1all. IlNot aven livinig nature," says.
our author; "'could surpass the representatilons
there displayed."- lu attitude, you bad- life. itelf p
iu plumage, the lustrous beauty that doath could
net dim ; "in anatemy, avepy local' prominence,
every depression, every curve, nay, the sligbtest
elavation or depression of eech feather."1 The
great staircasa glowed with tropical splendeur.
At the top of It was the vertical cayman mantioned
iu the Wanuderings, on whicb the squire, mounteà
in Essiquibo, and the litnge sake with which lie
coutended in single combat. Doubts have been,
tbrown on botb thesa fase, bu1t Dr. Hobeon relates
instances of presence of mind and courage ehown
by the squire in bis prasence, quite as marvelous,
as these. Wfisbîng te make axpariment as te.
whether bis Woorali poison, obtained in 1812 frein
thea iacoushi Iudiaxis, was5 mo.e effipacioeus tbpi.z


