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MEMOIR OF THN
HON. ANTOINE  ATMI  DORION,

ATTORNEY GENERAL, LOWER CANADA.

[The particular notice of readers in Upper
Canada ig solicited to this Memoir, which we
have received fron: a French gentleman resi-
dent in the Lower Province, Its author hag
expressed regret that he had not obtained
some one to write it whois better acquainted
with the English language than himself.
None could have written it better: the nar-
rative flows easily, and the glimpses into the
igterior of personal and party history are
clear and instructive.]

In the old constitnted
states of Earope we find
numerous families which
are almost enfeoffed either
in the army, the diplo-
maey, or some public
funections of their country,
und generation after gener-
“ation, history shows them
iu a centenary frame which
looks like a natural patri-
mony. In this new world
and especially in this part
of our continent (Canada)
such a spectacle could
searcely be yet obtained ;
the fast life of our times,
the new horizons springing
every day to our amazed
eyes, the succession and
rapid discoveries of man
and of the elements of
natrre, every thing contri.
butes to inspire the vonth
and mature age with the
idea that they wmay huild
new roads {or themselves
and o their offspring, und
fow aink of vetracing the
step: of their forefarhers,
And.” we find 1his general
rule " coken. insome instan-
cea, » trace the transmis-
sion  family svoeations
10 w af has heen called
fumily eompacts, of which
no one desizeato have more
than a fading recolleetion.

‘The subject of this shoit
notice, the Hon. Autoine
Ami Dorion  seems 1o
belony  to the  enbstantiial
old stock of Eurove, from
which the best of the Colo.
nists, of every origin, derive
their primordial existence.
Mr. Dorion is the son of the
late P. A. Dovion, Esq..
who represented the Coun
ty of Champlain. in the two
last.  parvlinments  of the
J.ower Canada Tegislature,
and grand-son of the late
P. Bureau, Esq., who re-
presented the county of St.
Mauvice, in the same Legis-
lature, He is the hrother
of the member for the united
counties of Drummond and
Arthabaska, 4.B.E. Dorion,
REsquire,

Born at Ste. Anne de la
Perade, near Three Rivers,
on the 17th Jrovary, 1818,

i Mr. Dorion, after his convze of sindies in | oration on the fomb of a womas, in the
i the College of Nicolet, vemoved to Mon.: presence of an  unprecedentedly large
. treal, where he was admitted to the bar in ! assembly of mourners. )

the vear 1842. In 1348, be was married to | Mr, Dorion was elected three times Ba-
the eldest of three daughters of Dr. ‘Lrestler, | tonnier (President) ol the Montreal bar.—
all remarkable for the most precious gnalities | His first election as such was unguestionably
of women. As it unfoctanately befalls to | the highest testimonial that counld be given
the best gifts of God, Mrs. Dorion had an * of the consideration in which he stood in the
early and quite 2 sndden death, after having | brotherhood of the long rohe, bLeing then
given four children to her hushand. Every | very young in years, comparatively with this
one still remembers the gencral affliction ! grave situation, In Lower Canade a member
created in the soriety of Montreal by that | of the bar wnites in his person the different
unexpected event, which was marked by the | avocations of Darvister, Advocate, Attorney, |
i Solicitor and Proctor. Mr. Dorion aciuired

occurrence &s unusual as it was well appre- |
Veiated, of a Catholic Priest delivering an ! very early the reputation of heing well versed |
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in the different Lranches of his profession,

Learned in the principles of Law, his advice

was from the beginning as eagerly sought

for, us bis clear and unvarnished elocution

was relied npon, and although be is still a

young wan, he is looked upon as one of the

Nestors of the Montreal bar. ¥rom his first

start, he worked to realise the nuguestionable -
doctrine that if reputation begius by talent,

morality alone can consolidate it.

A conventional meeting of the liberals of
Montreal baving put bim lorward as a candi.
date for the city, at the geueral election of
1854, he was returned by the highest vote
siven to the six candidates in the field, as
i was also the case in the
general election in 1857,

His public career has
been marked with the same
success as his professional
life. As we all know, the
leaders of parties are not
ereated by formal elections.
‘The tacit consent of politi-
cal friends and the self-or-
dination of the meritorious,
are the two indispensable
elements to consfitute the
chiefs of parties.

What has been devidiug-
ly called the Rouge party,
was first formed in 1848.—-
[t would be difficult to de-
lineate its embryo, but as
far as it can he done, we
might attribute its ovigin to
two or three causes. ‘Three
or four yeurs before, the
youth of Montreal, and it iz
more proper to say, the
vouth ot the whole Lower
Province, were gathered for
the first time into associu.
tion,  Until 1844, there
never was, in any part of
Lower Canadn uny occasion
{ur the young menof French
origin 10 meet as a class
und to compare with cach
other, as to aptitudes for
thinking, writing or speak-
ing. The punlpit, the bur
uand the hustings were the
ouly fribunes known, and
they weve in the exclusive
enjovment of the grown np
men. 1 1544 the Institme
Canadien wa¢ (ounded, and
similar iustitutions spread
over every town and village
like & train. Freedom of
1thought, of speech, of read-
ing wus  the Tundumental
frauchises conqueved for
the henefit of all men over
17 years of age. At first
the members of 1his newly
horn literary world, conid
exhibit but very poor speci-
meuns of literature, as was
to be expected,  “Their.tui-
bune was but rasticuin ros-
trum.  But three or fony
vears bad been sufiicient to
develop the latent tulent of
1 score of' young men, who
scarcely suspected that they
were quite eqnal to the
most. veputed men of the



