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TORONTO CITY HALL.

Tue formal open-
ing of the Toronto
City Hall has at
last taken place,
and although after
the manner of such
buildings the carver
is still at work and
there is other work
to do to make the
building look com-
plete, it is at least
populated. The
Toronto city offi-
~cials have hitherto

been painfully lack-
ing in that luxur-
jousness of accom-
moc}ation in work-
ir‘g hours which is
usually the fortune
of ' civil servants.
But all that is
changed, and the

spent his days in a
low, dark and rather
fusty room, with a
prospect to one of
the side streets be-
low the market, and
now finds himself in
spacious and lofty
quarters, with large
windows looking to
the genial south and
the genial activity
ot Queen street,
must feel all the
fresh delight with

cent, when he
emerges from se-

clusion, looks upon
It has
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of y used by the Mayor at the formal openin

SE;{’:a":nghMug}cipsl ]illiildings. Deﬁgned:}nd Preg whet her
e City by essrs. Ryrie Bros. to. .

y ssrs, Ry’ os., Toronto sufﬁClent

ii:;iol'lsness and - loftiness ~ for the officials’
e s, and sufficient splendor for the city’s
the Our., ‘Cou]d .not have been obtained for
ta]mor.]gmal estimate of $1,650,000: It cfer-
if leqy is a handsome sum ; but to judge fairly
w].‘a}s]wou.ld do, and wha}t less would. do, and
o efs it would cost if it would do, is beyond
abo:'ts’der, unless he is prepared to undertake
- h‘lbOUt equ.al to that of learning a language:
clear] as ‘the history of the rise in cost been
“ndery , Sl to the public, so that they may
e reStan,d its reason and reasonableness: ' But
ang csult‘“g structuré is before us t0 judge of
alls for remark. :
WOrkh;:.ever Ry, b&f S.aid in cri.ticism‘ of the
Parisq ‘5.'nust be said in its praiseé, tha.xt .com-
v Mn Wlth. the Ontario Parliament Bulldmg.s.
Sizg r. Waite, of Buffalo, a work similar in
and character, disposes of the doctrine

clerk, who formerly’
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formulated when the Parliament Buildings
proposed—that it is not safe to trust tf i I

ronto architect work greater than has been exec:t d .
Toronto before ; that for unusually large work e't ‘.“
necessary to employ an American architect The] %
fortunate result of the employment of Mr .VVaite l":n-
b‘een before us for some years as evidence .in the n e
tive, and we have now positive evidence, in Mr. Len eg%-
compl.eted work, that a Toronto ma:l can l:ise tnox :
occasxon.. Mr. Lennox’s work is the work of an a0 :“
tect, while Mr. Waite’s looks like that of a dra r; :
man. Indeed it is exceedingly likely that the w:ri ts;
a draughtsman is what it actually was. The Ameri 4

work getter has no time to be given to the slov:rlcan
cesses of design, and his mind must be to a great e 1:"0'
Of.f that bent. We have little else to expecl;g ind Xl'ent
with the class of American architect into W;IOS ;a s
promoters of new building enterprises here are leike;mds
fall,' than that a draughtsman will be the creator fy ‘:o
design. The City Hall on the contrary has beer(: i
only personally designed but personally superinte dngt
and‘ whatev.'er we have to say in criticisn; Ii)s ab t: eh,
design, which is a matter of taste and of which sl‘: ; 'e
mo.re ?han one solution, not about the constru:tr'e 3
which is a matter of attention to facts, and of b lt(:n,
ways or w?rse ways ; of this it is the op’inion of exe ol
wl}o ex:dmmed the building in connection with th pfrts
sunts. with the contractor, that the work is done th i
out in‘an admirable manner, and we ma dism'mug:-
question of construction with an express)f tl'ss t' ”
that about it nothing can be said but prais;on et

were

One fatal deficienc is i
that it' is not ﬁreproof%’ tIhnereth::s el:xl;hest:m;struc}:ion_'—
Wa.s dfscovered that economy was not goif s; Wh i
voice in the matter, this necessary and re f o g
should have been resolved on. It was n([:t i‘“g lolltlay
make havoc of the architect’s external tre(z)lct)mate Fp
ord.er to .meet this internal expense. Unre ten't 4
]av1sfmfzs.s is seldom as great a begetter ofbS i 24
are limiting conditions. It is the necessity foreaUtlZ' o
much of what he has that turns the designer’s tma ’.“g
to cc')nce.ntration of effect which is breadth thea e
quallty in architecture.—This is lacking’ in tﬁreat?St
Hall. -The're is too much on a facade, and th fe i
the. de.51gn is somewhat weakened by’ it The ol:f:e o
terl'st.lc quality of the Richérdsonian .Romae c ara(':-
solidity of wall.  Against this must be set th:ez?:dee::

Tue OLp Crty HaLL—i1844-1899.



