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TORONTO CITY HALL.
THE formal Open-

ing of the Toronto

City Hall has at

last taken place,
and although after

the manner -of isuch

buildings the carver

is still at work and

there is other work
to do to make the

building look corn-

plete, it is at least

populated. The
Toronto city Offi-
cials have bitherto

been'painfullY lack-

ing in that' luxur-
iousness of accom-

modation in work-

ing hours which is

usally the fortune

of civil servants.

But all that is

changed, and the

clerk, who fornierly

spent his days in a

low, dark and rather

fusty room, with a

prospect to one ef

the side streets be-

low the market, and

now finds himself in

spacious and lofty

quarters, with large
windows looking to

the genial south and

the genial activity

et Queen street,

must feel all the

fresh delight with

which a convales-

cent, when he

emerges from se-

clusion, looks upon

the world. It has

been questioned
uLsed by th eM a rtt te foma oPn wh er
rMunicipal Bljo esigned nd tber
'h" CiesiMs. RyrieBros., Toronto. sufficient

sness and -loftiness for the officials'

and sufficient splendor for the citys

could not have been obtamed for

ginal estimate Of $i,65o,000, It cer-

a a handsome sum ; but te judge fairl

mi do. and what less would do, and

formulated when the Parliament Buildings were

proposed--that it is not safe to trust to a To-
ronto architect work greater than has been executed in

Toronto before ; that for unusually large work it is

necessary to employ an American architect. The un-

fortunate result of the employment of Mr. Waite has

been before us for some years as evidence in the nega-

tive, and we have now positive evidence, in Mr. Lennox's
completed work, that a Toronto man can rise to an

occasion. Mr. Lennox's work is the work of an archi-
tect, while Mr. Waite's looks like that of a draughts-

mai. Indeed it is exceedingly likely that the work of

a draughtsman is what it actually was. The American
work getter has no time to be given to the slow pro-
cesses of design, and his mind must be to a great extent

off that bent. We have little else to expect, in dealing
with the class of American architect into whose hands

promoters of new building enterprises here are likely to
fall, than that a draughtsman will be the creator of the

design. The City Hall on the contrary has been not

only personally designed but personally superintended,
and whatever we have to say in criticism is about the

design, which is a matter of taste and of which there is
more than one solution, not about the construction,
which is a matter of attention to facts, and of better
ways or worse ways ; of this it is the opinion of experts
who examined the building in connection with the law
suits with the contractor, that the work is done through-
out in an admirable manriner, and we may dismiss the

question of construction with an expression of belief
that about it nothing can be said but praise.

One fatal deficiency there is in the construction-
that it is not fireproof. In the early stages, when it
was discovered that economy was not going to have a
voice in the matter, this necessary and repaying o'utlay

should have been resolved on. It was not too late to

make havoc of the architect's external treatment in

order to meet this internal expense. Unrestrained

lavishness is seldom as great a begetter of beauty as

are limiting conditions. It is the necessity for making

nuch of what he bas that turns the designer's attention
to concentration of effect which is breadth, the greatest

quality in architecture.--This is lacking in the City

Hall. There is too much on a facade, and the force of

the design is somewhat weakened by it. The chárac-

teristic quality of the Richardsonian Romanesque is

solidity of wall. Against this must be set the môdern

7en to

before us


