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withi powdercd hicads andl white frock.s
passed along, sonie carrviiig on tiheir
hieads ba-skcýtfuils of luisciouis fruits and!
othier w~ares ; ail ha(t hithierto comibined ta
miake Upl one of thc miost charming pic-
turcs of West bidian iifc. But now the.ý
scene was chianged.

As Latcroi.-x made foi- the notary's of-
fice whec in Gallifet*s ab)senice is bicad
clcrk \vas to carry out the business, lie
noted that no siop;s, no cafes, were openl.
The schoois wcre close(t. Cliurchies stood.
ope n, rcciîv îng ývors'iiippe rs, ali too rea(iV
flo0w to tibrowv theniseives on Divine pr1o-
tection. Fine dust and cinder from the
inouintain colle toNvering at i and CcoC(ld

thec tramw~ay lines, anl( (lea(cne(l the
sound of bis bu irrying fooistcps. Crow~'ds
of townsfolk and peasarits froni the coun-
try thronged the strcets ; mnany wTere
wringing their hiands and saying aloud
thecir prayers ; otliers stoodi staring ai
Pelee, fascinated by its gigantic sinoke-
cap hicaving, soarîng, exp)nd1cli, fold on
fold up into the louring hieavens. Onlv
discipline lheld togeiher the cordon of
lroops (lrawil rouind iirre's lan(I\ar(l
boun n(ari cs.

I-is notary's long outer office, Beliairs
found (leserte(l ly its many clerks. But
to bis aniazement and great joy Gal1ifet
ituiseif stepped out of bis private roonm,

\vhere lwo clcrks N\ere- hastîiy budlinoll)
togetier b)usiness le(lgl.ers and papers.
To Lacroix, die clasp of is tii biand
came like that of rescue. Calm and col-
ileci as ever was the ittle,gryar(,
sailow -faccd notary.

V \,oila ! You (hi( li()t ex.ýpeci to sec
nc ?" hie cxclaiîiied. -1 rodle hack (tur-
inig the nigbit frotin Fort (le Frantice."ý

He turne(l with a quick cmlphiatic ges-
turc to bis clerks. -1-lurrv to the batik
vaults, Pierre, ivith these I)ackets ; offiy
there \viI1 thcv be safe againsi any cal-
anîiity. * leroie. run to the .P-refecluire for
11'sieuir Lacroix's l)ass t Guadeloupe per
duis morning*s i)aci<t. JHaste. 'Ahi, out
of ait mvy statff onIy thiese two have re-
miaile(l ai tlieir I)ost," lie reniarkc(i as the
la(ls hutrried away.

H is grave expression (ieeened. He
pult bis hand affectiolnateiy on Bellairs'
Ieft stiotilder.

"M\'ons fils. Wihere is thiv wife?"

1-lis seriousncess, is grave dlemieanior,
iluuch stai-tie( thc youngcr mani.

"Aîneef1 left bier about lu go over
to Fort dc France. Slie-

's sbce going to ,\Ladaiii Lestocques ?
iiteirrul)tc(I the notary.

-Mes ! To thiai accursed hiait-caste.
I. CiId( tiot (iiSSUa(ic lier.»

"A\nd thus it is thiat 1 have rttumfilc(1
came tlie iiicxl)ccte(t answer. --MIon fiis,
it is for ilîce and bine that 1 llavc corne
back.- And motioning bis stulihc(t god-
son to lioid bis pce lie liandcd to Iimii
a iciaer. The familiar writinig took La-
ctoîx's eve. A sense of (100111 swel)t inito
iiii. "'Ébis, the gendlarnmes found on bier

nicsseclige r-Laton. i. idetitifted biiim-
tving (lead on the roa(1 a litile way out of
fýor't'(l I-ace Somec sliocks werc feit
about tbal. time so il is tboughit bis liorsc
thrcw\\ imii-bc \vas yet w\arm. 'Clic Coi-
missaîrc lianded .Aîies letier to nie,

knowng1 aci foi- ticc. Instantiv I took

'lle wvor(s (tropl)d froni thie biusband's
white iips as tbcy vwere the tast \\or(t of
one (ig.Aiîiice's nlote 'littered to the
Hloo r.

"Suffr-ieii! The miost (Ielauchedl of il
the laf-aie Vb uttered In a cuions
stif-le(t voice. thle ignotntiiv and insul
of it scaî-d is bceart. "Nsie lias
tiever 1o\re(in me, neyer l)ceu truc 10 mie
ini'lier becari. 1-er acis, lier carniage to-
wat-(s nie of lte, have ail tld Ill tiat.
but 1 could nlot believe an\v baseness of
lier-. Neyer lias shie 1

-MIon fils, CI-ic( the 01(1 noiarv. "wve
nîutst act insiaîîttv. Evenl now dleath
niiay l)e about io knock uipon oui- doors.
J1-bar ! the l)acket's fi-st bl)ci, shie saits
carlici-, to escape i'lcce's wraib. Do you
gro-or stay, foi- Aimiec's sýake ?

I )tit J1 can ! M71bat of Jean ? jean wh'o
bias heen fýatiîcr-, miother, sistcî and l)ro-
iher to mie ? jean, lying- ai deatli's (toor,
and the mortogagees oreclosinig!"

'Andc J ?"-ie notary's voice carne
cicar aii(i soleiin-'wvlly (lii 1 retuirn -

Wliy d( 1. leave life and miv dear onles il,
.Fort de France wv1îere safety is? Be-
cause I took it to lx myv dutv- towards
tliee anid Aiiiee, botlh of.'w'horn I clearlv
esteem. *And you ? You wlio swore ai
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