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steps to mark in a suitable manner the citizens' appreciation
of Von Metzke's heroism."

A controversy hias arisen between Mr. Alfred Marks
andi Mr. Henry W. Wolff, two, correspondents of the Lon-
don Economist, upon the subject of the deposits in the Post
Office savings banks of the U 'nited Kingdom. That is to
say, as to, what class of the communaty these deposits
mainly belong. Mr. Marks had stated that "at the present
time the bulk of the deposits ini the Post Office Saving Bank
belongs miot to the thrifty poor, the proper objects of the
system, but to the well-to-do;" and Mr. Wolff controverts
hirn and calis for proof of the assertion. Hence Mr. Marks
quotes in the Economist of i5th April, the statement of Mr.
Austen Chamberlain in the buse of Commons, when he
was Postmaster-General: "It was a great mistake to as-
sume that the money in these batiks was wholly the mouey
of poor people. Hie thought that, on the contrary, a great
deal of it was the money of well-to-do people," who hati
taken advantage of the Government's rate of interest to in-
vest, when prices of goond securities were high, and to, take
their money back when prices were 10w." But here is
more conclusive evidence: In his evidence before the Select
Committee of the House in 1902, the secretaryr to, the Post
Office said that 9 per cent. of the depositors helti about 64
per cent. of the whole. Hie described the depositors, who
h'eld 68 per cent. of the whole, as being of the upper andi
mitdît classes, and in number they were about in, per cent.
of the whole. The curîous circuinstance corntes out iu this
controversy that whîle the average London deposit rate for
the five years r894 to 18Q8 was ont per cent. per annum, tht
Post Office Savings Batik wa't giving two and a haîf per
annum. -What wonder, thent, that people with money pxe-
ferred to deposit it with the Post Office?

INSURANCE NOTES.

It is aunounced that the National Board of Fire tJnder-
writers will bolti its annual meeting n May rtlxh in the
rooms of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters, in
New York City.

The John 'McDouigall Caledonian Trou Works Com-
painy hias been awarded the contract to supply for the Tor-
onto waterworks a 6,ooo,ooo gallon engine. Rt will be of
the Holly type with box girder frames, and fitted with Bab-
cock & Wilcox boilers. Tt will cost $4197

A large stock of logs, ts, posts, andi tan baïk, lyinig at
Cape Chin dump, near Wiarton, Ont., and beloniging to
Kastner & Co., Robert Watt, Messrs. liunter, Neigerbaîl,
& Crawford, John P. Newman, Wiarton Lumber Co., etc,,
was On the 26th uIt. destroyed by fire at a loss of $5o,ooo.

One of the big fire engines made for Toronto by the
Waterous Ce., of Brantford, reachied the city four days ago,
andi is at fire hecadquarters ou Lombard strct. It is a mas-
sive piece of apparatus, weighis six and one-half tons, aud
is fitted with rubber tires. Rt is fitteti for a "three-horse

The municipal athorities of Vienna, Austria, have de-
cideti to re-equip thecir fire brigade, together with the
auixiliary suburban volunteer brigades, with inotor fire-fight-
ing apparatus. The Vienna brigade has; for many years
been looked upon in Europe as a model for its up-to-date
equipmnent and pronounced tenidency to move with the
times.

While the argument most frequently urged in favor of
steami boiler insurance is that a careful inspection by ex-
perts will tend to prevent explosions, there is an uinavoid-
able possibility against whicb, indemnnity is very desirable.
The investigation into the recent disastrous houler explosion
at Broeckton, Mass., bas ahown that tht defect which causeti
the explosion~ was due to a crack unider a lap-seam, which
it would be praetiçally impossible to discover under any
method of inspection.-Chicago Argus.

We have received a copy of the New York Insurance
journal Life Chart for i905, showing tht condition on Janu-
ary ist, 1905 of ninety~ regular old lint life insurance con-
parties doing business in the United States and Canada.,

The figures of this chart, Mr. Kenipson assures us, are ab-
solutely correct, "being compiled by one of the best knowu
insurance niathematicians under my supervision." Tht
price iS 25 cents. The assets, liabilities anti surplus, the
new business andi total in force; the income anti disburse-
ments of each company are given.

Tht 26th of April mnarked the fifth anniversary of the
great fire lu Hull anti Ottawa, which, starting from a blaze
iii tht chimney of a small fraute building in Hull, grew
into a devastating conflagration, which destroyed millions of
dollars' worth of property andi several liv es. "To-day," says
the Citizen, 1'things are changeti. A great part of the city
that was fire-swept is built up, but there are still to be seen
numerous miarks of the great conflagration, The class of build-
ings since erecteti is an improvement on what was replaced
and more stringent building regulations have been enacteti.
The people, in the main, have recovered froma the tifects
of the awful occurrence, but there must be fresh in their
mintis tht memtories of that day, fivc years ago, when Ot-
tawa anti Hull atidet to the great lire records of tht worlti's
history.

They are going to have fine tinies lu France now. That
is to say, if tht projecteti taking over by the State of tht
life, fire, accident and olti age pension associations is carried
into effect. The Post Office insurance business of Great
Britain lias been a deati failure, anti principally because it
i.; impersonal. No une knows or cares about anyone tIse,
but with the insurance companies, as they stand here to-
day, as well as in France, there is a personality about tht
indivîdual assurer, and tht company looks after its risks.
Andi s0, too, with frientily societies. These would neyer
have obtaineti their present prosperoue condition but for
the fact of the personal cognizance of each of 'the other
which takes place in the varlous branches, lotiges, etc. So,
also, wihbenefit societies on a smaller scale. Tht members
have to re!port weekly to those who know then, aud who
are initerestti( alike with therm lu tht business. But when
tht State takes over the lot, as is suggested in France, then
we shaîl set tht business 'absolutely killeti by reti tape, with
conscquent gigantie losses for the tax-payers.

FOR OROCERS AND PROVISION DEALERS.

A fire, which' broke out in tht engluie room of the
Oshawa Canning Factory on the 27th uIt., rapidlyr spread to
tht process room and totally destroyeti both, with much
valuable machinery anti a large stock of goods. Tht loss
is estimateti at over $20,ooo, partly covereti by insurance.
Tht factory is to be rebult at once.

Great complaint bas heen heard thÎs year regarding the
quality of tht maple suigar offereti on tht market, Many samples,
at tht instance of tht city, were analyzeti anti showedthat the
juice of tht maple was their most insignificant ingredient. Rt
is untierstood that action will bie taken against the offending
parties under tht Foodi Adulteration Act.

Part of tht cargo of the foundereti Allan hune steamship
"Parisian," consisting of 57 packages of raits, almnonts and
walnuts, was solti by auiction in »Montreal. Tht goods were
hadly damiaged, and realizeti low prices. Walnuts iu s5-1b.
boxes, fetcheti $m.7o, anti almontis lu 25 lb. boxes, bro.ught an
average of $1.25. The sale was well atteuded.

Tht Farmers' Association of Canada having comàplained that
the railway companies iu Ontario and Quebte were in tht
habit of discriminating between tht rates charged ou grain
and ou flour anti oatmeal, tht lirst-named being now higher,
tht Board of Railway' Comi-iissiontrs has passeti an order
to the effect that tht rates on grain mnust bt reduceti to the
sanie basis as tlost on milled products.

A Vancouver syndicate lias betu organiatti with tht object
of devýeloping tht large natural oYster betis which exist, at
Bluntien Harbor, off Quetu Charlotte Soutnt. Tht' oysters are
said to be larger andi wbiter thanl tht well-knowu OIynipias
grown artificially in the State of Washington. Tht syndicate
bias ptirchased soine 640 acres of "tidal landi."' Rt is saiti to be
the intention eventually to vary the natutral product by the imi-
portation of "spats" front waters of the Atlantic, About 25,000
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