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Whenever the number in a section e¢x-
ceeds fifteen men, the telling-off will be by
sub-scctions.  ‘I'he company will then be
formed into half-companies, «.nd finally as
an entire company in line, and the men
will be numbered from right to left of
sections or sub-s:ctions. The left-hand
man of the right half-company is the cen-
tre of the company.

An interval of two paces will always be
preserved between scctions {or sub sec-
tions) when the company is in line, but
in no other formation will section (or sub-
section) intervals be kept. Except when
dircctions are given to the contrary, an
interval of six paces will always be pre-
served between companics. . . . .

Officers, &c., of a company.—~The com-
pany will be commanded by the captain,
and cach half-company by a subaltern.

tach scction and sub-section will be
commanded by the senior non commis-
sioned officer belonging to it.

In the absence of the captain, his place
will be taken by the next in rank ; a simi-
lar rule will be followed within the half-
company, section or sub-section.

Z%e captain.—The duties of the captain
require that he be allowed great indepen-
dence as regards his position,

As a gencral rule, he will be six paces
in front of the centre of his company in
line, three paces in front of any column
formation, and when the company is ex-
tended in a firing-line, in the best position
for command. . . .

The subalterns.—When the company is
in jine, the subalterns will be three paces
in rear of the centre of their half-company,
if their be one subaltern only, then three
paces i rear of the centre of the company.
In an extended firing line, at such a dis-
tance in rear as will best enable them to
superint:nd their men.

Wiren the company is in section or suby-
scction column, the subalterns will be two
paces from the centre of the outer flank
of their half-companies @ if there be only
one subaltern, two paces from the centre
ot the outer flank of the company.

G urdes, markers, sectton and sub-seetion
commanders.—--Scction  and  sub.section
commanders will be formed i a third or
supernumerary rank two  pices distant
from the rear rank 5 the drummer in rear
of the second section ; the pionceer in rear
of the third scction.  With the exeepticns
hercinafter mentioned, the  guides and
supernumeraries will conform to all orders
wiven to the company as regards the car-
rving of their arms.

The four scction commanders will act
as guides and markess when required to
doso  As a rule, the commander of a
flank section of a company will act as a
guide, the commander of an inner as
marker. but the latter will rarely be used
at manceuvre,

In cach section or sub-section a sclect-
ed private soldier will be trained as leader
and will take command in the absence ¢f
non-commissionced  officers,

No changz i the command of sections
or sub-sections will take place except by
the direct order of the captain, Corporais
and lance-corporals not required to com-
mand their sections or sub-scctions will
be in the ranks.

In /ine in the absence of the colour
party the left guide of the right centre
company wil direct on the left of the front
rank, the remaining compantes will march
by their respective centres.

The captain will occasionally glance to-
wards the inner flank of his company to
sce that the correct company interval s
preserved. e should give as few com:
mands as possible. By raising his right
or left arm when advancing, the men of
the comprny should be instructed to bring
up their left or right shoulder to correct,
if necessary, the interval; but all correc-
tions should be made gradualiy.

In company or half-company column the
commanders of the inner sections will act
as guides on the night (or left) of the front
rank.

In section or sub-scction column com-
manders will lead their respective sections
on the right (or left) of the front rank.

In fours the commander of the leading
scction will be on the directing flank of
the lcading fonr.

Markers giring fornts.-—Markers are
rever to go out unless specially ordered.
and then they will always turn towards the
flank of formation.

Officers’ swords, when 1o be drazon and
returned. —QOfficers will draw swords only
when the men fix bayonets, when combli-
ments have to be paid, and on occasions
of ceremony.

It will be seen from the above that when
battalions are on a peace footing  the
“section” will practically be the same as
the “fire unit.”  ‘The e fire units, whether
they be sections or sub-sections, are to be
kept intact, and when the company is in
line even separated from cach other.  We
are told that the men of the company are
to be “pnumbered from right to left of
sections or sub-sections.”  TIs there to be a
second numbering of the whole company
so that the men may know their places in
“fours? Tt might be said that such fire
unit might be left to form fours by itself,
but the regulations do not scem to con-
template there being more than one in-
complete four in a company, which there
certainly might be if cach section or sub-
section were kept together.

The company, “ex:zept for purposes of
ceremony,” falls in on parade in two ranks
in section or sub-section column--—z¢., in
column of fire “units.”  Bavonets are
then fixed, and open order taken, and the
company inspected, and the arms are
examined in the ordinary way. “The
company will then be formed into line.”
So the first section of Part 11, But the
General Rules quotad ahove say that it is
first “to be fHrrmed into half companies,
and finally as an entire company in line.”
Of course, it would be easy to deploy by

files from section columa, first into half
company cclumn, and afierwards into line,
but there are no directions given anywhere
that we can see for this particular move-
ment, except in the g42nd secticn of Part
I., which scems to apply only to troops on
the move. And the obvious method of
“forming ” into line to the right or left
from the section column would not tulfil
the prescribed condition  of previously
forming half companies. However, when
the company has been formed in line it is
to be numbered “from the right of sec-
tions or sub-scctions,” and proved as
follows : “ Right (or Ift) half company
slope arms-—order arms; right (or left) sec-
tion slope arms—order arms ; form fours
—front ; torm fours—right (left or about)
—front.,” It will then be formed with
changed ranks, after which the original
front will be resumed.  Nothing is said
about ** Rifle batialions.”  Are they in
future, we wonder, to be ordered to fix
“bayoncts” and to slope arms like *“rzd
soldiers”?

It will Bave been noticed that one of
the vrinciples of the new drill is that when
a battalion is in line there will, as a rule,
be an interval of six paces between its
comp nies, and that cach company, except
the right centre company, which will
dircet, will move by its centre. Waen,
therefore, a company is dnlling alone, the
instructor will state the supposed order of
the battalion --z.e., whether the company
is a right centre company dirceting or a
company marching by iis centre. 1t the
former, the left guide on the left of the
front rank, it the latter, the centre man-——
r.e., the left hand man of the right half
conpany—will sclect points to march on
when the order is given to advance,  If
the company is to advance by iis centre,
a non-commissioned  otheer should  be
posted at six paces interval frony its right
or left to represent the flank of the next
inner company.  Whon a company is sup-
posed to torm part of a company column,
the guide on the divecting flank will always
move up to lead the company,  The rules
for retiring, cither as a company in line or
in column, are virtually the same as those
tor advancing, except, of course, that the
directing guide moves te the original rear
rank.,  In the diagonal march of a com-
pany forming part cither of a live or of a
colunmm, its guide will Jead in the front
rank on the flank to which the movement
is made. A company forming part of a
company o Jumn will form into lice to
the Icft or right in the same way as torm-
crly, except that no points will be given,
and that the sections or sab-scections will
cpen out to two paces intetval as they
frrm. If the company is supposcd 1o be
the direeting company in line, and the
formation is to the left, the left gude, after
completing the dressing, will fall in on
the | foof the front rank.  If the forma-
tion s to the right, the right guide, after
dressing the company, will fall in on the
left of the front rank.  If the company is
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