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powits sho was very grateful, and nevertired of

Ltelling of Mr, Ilobinson’s goudness Lo her.  But
she threw no light on the mystery surrounding
the heiress, Mer master had never, rocelved
vigits from a lndy, cither young or old; nor, as
mr ns-she wis swaire, had ho been §n the habil
of visiting any one beyond the acqunintaners he
had made ub Pau, e had appeared extremely
anxious for the arrival of Frunk Dalton, saylng
more than once that when the young man
cnme he must be left alone with b, for there
wus something to be erplained !

As this wis a proof thit he hind not Intended
any deliberate slight or injurtice, Frupg was
comiorted ; for an unensy feeling il possoessed
him that the youthful fallivs he had committed
had been reported with exnggerations to Mr.
Robinson, and injured his shster's prospeets as
well as his own.  Ktill matters remadned in the
sme euse, 'l'ho helress—how were they totind
her?

But Mr, Melliss rldlculcd the fden of theve be-
ing uny real ditieulty in this,:

«The lady is sure to put tn her elntms specdt-
Iy, even thangh she may have heen—uas ape
pears probable—aquite estranged from her eceen-
tric relutive”

. Foronce, however, the ustute lawyer proved
at fault,  Weeks waent by, and the Indy guve no
slgns of having beeoine cognizant of Mr. Rob-
Ingon’s dewth wd her own aceession to fartase,

AMr, Melliss Insertad advertisements in the
dadly pupers, notrying the taets, and reguesting
her o calt upon him. But these natlees, though
they were repeated eendn amd sugadn, and bronghbt
numberless upplicants to tonment the yyer
with thelr fugenions il fulse elnlins, received
no reply.  The solleitor who drew up the testi-
ment Bow ereating 8o mnueh perplesity, averrsd

. that his client ind boen perteetly snne and col.

lected ol the time he was enlled. The doetor
also vouched for thiz; and the faet that Mr,
Robinson was of sonnd mind when ht dictated
s will, remdereld the non-appenrance of his
numeless heiress all the more extraordinary.

While these proceadings wers pending, Frunk
and Rosemond were not kdle,  Their own posl-
tion was dechded.  1'hey were left to their re-
sources, and must resign themselves to this
change of fortune ns best they could,  Wiih all
Mr. Melllss's professions ot regret st {the way in
which they had been trented, It wuas > Lo
pereelve that his wannth of nuabher was gise-
dunlly eooling down, and that for a long thine
they hud not been welconie guests to hils Indy,”

s In fuct, dear Rosie,” said her hrother, as
Hghtlv as he could,—-¢ In fuet, dear, we are al-
reatdy finding onut that it s the way of the world
tw lovk coldly npon the unfortunate,”

s Qur true frlends will not desert us, Frank.”

Ife laughed an little bltterly, ¢ Where uare
they, doar? Yesterdny, In the Park, [ mot Lady
Mountnorrls and her doughter. The Countess
wis barely elvil, atud Fauri wis too busy lirting
with a richer man to have o smile or 4 look for
me, And yet a month ngo "

He gnawaed his lip, and checked himself; the
subject wns to painful to be dilated upon,

“You feel these fincled slights too keenly.”
suld Rosumond, tenderly, + You are still an ofli-
ocer and a gentlemun.,  We have no cause o be
ashamed of our poverty, I'runk:”

« 1 know it, dear; and us you regand the mat-
ter so bravely, let us decide at once upon our
pluns for the future.  We inust lenve here, that
Is certaln, I dow't erre to accept any more fi-
vours from Mr. Melllss,  We will eat stt ourown
table, RRosamond, even though we can only af-
ford ourselves mengre fure.”

“Jam ready to do anythlng youn propose, but
1 must not be & bunden to you, Frunk. I was
thinking of writing to Madame Felippa, and
asking her to try and procure me a sltuntion as
governess.”

o I'll not let you do anything of the kind, RRo-
sgiond,” was the impetnous reply. ¢ I know
too well the dreary hfe you woutld have to lead.
No, no, little sister; we will fuce our fute to-
gether, and you shall not work for your living
while 1 enn earn it for you,”

«“ But, Frank, dear, I have always heard that
an ofticer’s puy dous not suflice to meet his own
expenses, Iow, tlu-u. would you, with the most
rigld economy

But hore Frank interrupted her, his hatd-
some fuce clouded with vexation and shame,

#Darling Rosle fkny no more, I huve an ugly
confession to make. I shall bo obllged to sell
my commission, for f have been dreadfully ex-
travagant, amxt my debts must be pald, When
this has been done, I fear that 1 shull not have
more than a hundred or two lefr.”

Rosumond, who had began to look very se-
rious, siniled again,

# With two hundred pounds we may do a
great denl ; for If nm to be your housckeeper, sir,
I shall be very cconomical, But what do you
propose dolog

# Muking use of my talents, Rosamond. I
have always hnd a passion for art, and have
painted, as you know, scveral pictures which
have been warmly commended. Two or three
ariists with whom I amucqualnted, approve my
intention. We must rent a cottage just out of
town, and while you make the puddings, and
keep the wecekly accounts, I will work for fame
and for you!"

Young, hopeful, and enthuslastie, they sot
about currying thelr seheme into Immediate ex-
ecution. Mr. Melliss shook his hend at it, and
proposed that he should endeavour to procure a
clerkshlp for Frank, instead, but his offer was
rather disdainfully rejected.

I have thiought of this already,” Frank sald,
sand made inquirier. But I find that, as a Ju-
nior clerk, I shall only receive n very small sa-
lary. Rosamond and 1 cannot starve on ffty
pounds a-your."”

“Somo 1men of my acquuintance—good and
clever men, too—contrive to snpport large fumi-
lics on as small a sum.” responded the solicitor,
austerely. .

«Poor fellows, I pity them 1" sald Frank,
lghtly. = I'litry to avold the drudgory of the
desk if I can, ey, Rosumond 7'

She gave him back smlile for smile, and the
next day suw the brother and sister domiclied
in a tiny cottnge at IHolloway, chosen because
it contained i room that would serve admirably
as a studlo for the young artist.

CHAPTER V. .
THE BARONET IN TOWN,

ONE of Major Colbye’s favourite lounges when
in town, was at the rooms of a celebrated plc-
ture dealer, and here 8ir Charles Treallinn found
him one morning, soon after the Iatler had ro-
covered sufliciently from the effects of the rail-
wany acclidont Lo resume his usual habits.

The Major was sitting in front of a woll-de-

signed but somcewhnt crude study In water |,

oolours of a bit of woodland sconery, contem-
‘Plating it In different lights, and so absorbed in
hls occupation that the Baronet bad Inid a hand
on his shoplder before he heard his approach.
#Good morning, Colbye. I shouldn’t hnve
1magined that such a veritablo sketch from Na.
ture would plense you, who profess to like no-
thing 50 well as the shady side of Pall Mall. Are
you thinking of purchusing 7" .
The Major arclied his eyebrown, -
« Don’t be absurd, my dear fellow! Did you
ever know me commit tho extravagnnee of huy-
ing unything that woull be of no use to me?

| broke.

The price of that pleture would Keep me In
gloves for BIX months"

Sir Charles threw himself into o chalr, ynwn-
ing amd sgighing as i thred of the day already,

«Paor Loy I suld the Major, glinelng at lidm
over hls shoulkder. + Your benevolent hn pulses
ara too muehfor you,”
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« Don’t feign Tgnoranee, Charlie! What could
It'he butspure benevolenee that kept you play-
Ingg blltlards Uil three O'elock thls morning with
it shnrper, who was bent on fleecing you?”

s DPewse to remember thay the snid sharper
wns lntroduced w e by you!” was the sulky
retort, .

“ o I wish to forget @ [ did not guarantee his
honesty ; [ omly told you that he was mnusing
and lugenfous.”

< And left o to dircover for myselt that his
Ingenudty conslsted in cheating tlats,”

The Major: miled provokingly., ¢ You foollsh
youth; w have wiurned you would have been to
insinuate that you are one of tho simpletons he
preys upon ; und I hote snying rude things, Do
you want to «drive me to Greenwich, Charlle,
snnd give me n whitebadt dinner? 1 see your en-
brivlet is at the door,”

#1 don't think my god hinpolses are strong
enough to earry me to Greenwich solely to
oblige pou,” satl Sir Chuavles, testily,

¢ Woulld you preter my golng alone, and send-
ing you the bHIY" Mujor Colbye nsked, in his
lnzy, druwling asceents, o1 should  dechidediy
ke your socicty better than soltude, but 111
not bore you Into golng merely for my sake”

The Baronet's frritubility wis \"mqul hed at
Inst,

“'Pan my word, Colbye, your impudence
would be unbearable 1 It were not so mnusing.
But If I must pay for o dinuer, I may as well
share IL; nnd I eannot be more ennyfed with you
than without you, Sa come along”

“ Would it be Impertinent to ask the Iast
news from the Court of Love?” Major Uolbye
usked, s, seuted behind the Baronet's blood
mare, they wore dishing (hrough the strecets of
London,

s 1f you mean, i I still wasting my money
on that pretty, ficlkle danvcvse, I _answer no,
There are but two classes of womnen, the siily
und the cunning, and I am slek of both.”

¢ The lady-killer turned misanthropienl at
lnst ! 1 say, Charile, how long will this mood
Inst 2 Till another pietty fuce nttracts you, ch
:\pr?po:-, 1 saw one of your old lames this morn-
g’

#You might bave seen n dozen for nil I enre,”
Sir Charles answerad, as he touched the spirited
mutre with his whip, and made her prance nnd
curvet.

« The dear boy Is positively lll-tempered,” wns
the Mujor's comment. [ thought my €harlic
would huave been plenscd to hear that she Is
found; but I suppase that fancy, like muny
ulhers, has passed nway.”

4 Who are you tultcing abhont, Colbye 2 nsked
his friend, beginning to testify a Hitle interest.

“\Who buL the rose of the rmllway.-station—
the Daiton rose—the peerless flowerthat Charlle
Tresilinn raved ihout for three weeks, two days,
and itr odd heur I”

Sir Chnries was nroused now, aml turned eng-
erly towards him,

¢ Misg Dalton !
—where?”

#When you have kinmdly permitted your ani-
mul to wiulk on four legs, as Nature deslgned
)xcr to do, 1'll toll you. Thanks—that's decldedly

an mmprovenent! My iife’s precions to me, my
friend, thowgl: you don’t scem to think so.”

#If you wnuld bul cense your [wolery, and
tell me where yon sauw her!” excliimed the
Baronet, his small storl: of forbearence alrendy
exhausted.

s I shindl have the greatest plensure fn satisfy-
Ing both your requirements,” the Major blandly
replied, ¢ J saw Mlss Dalton at the rooms of
Monsleur Galll, stunding precisely in the spot
where you found me about an hour after she
vitnished. Coulit eny thing bo nore explicit thun
this statement 2 !

¢ Yon are sure you huvo male no mistake ¢
Didd she sce you? DId you spenk to her 2

s And risk being given Incharge as the rafliun
who hud Insulted ber an o previous oceaslon?
No, no; I vietimised mysclf for you once, but ¥
luve not the courage tn volunteer such a mar-
tyrdom again. I dow't llke pretty women to
frown at me”

« But you tell me nothing about her. How did
she look? Who was she with? Where is she
Hving 2"

The Mnjor sighed. -

“Whuat a cross-examiontion to ingict on u
poor fcllow ! 1nve you no mercy ? Firstly, she
was pale, and her dress was shabby; gloves
mended, skirts timsy with much wenring. Se-
coudly, she was sloue; and thirdly I dow't
know."

+ And this is nll you enn tell me?”

 Not quite; for I overhenrd enough to know
that her errnnd at Galli’s was to ascertnin whe-
ther tho picture you saw me sdmiring has found
a oustomer.”

“Iy ither's? Ifso, I will buy it.”

“S8he clailms n partnership in it, I dare say,”
auswered the Major, “although sho is certainly
not the artist.”

8lr Charles's enger looks suddenly fell.

«I undorstand you—she I8 married; I might
have guossed as much; and married badly, my
swoet, delfcato blossom !*?

Major Colbye put his hand on the reins just
in time to prevont thelr running into a chalse
cart.

You have seen her? Where

1 Really, my clever friond, your romarice
quite blinds you to the reality of the dangers we
are inourring. ¥or my part, I had rather Miss
Dalton committed bigamy, than have my neck
Howevor, her marriage 18 an invention
of your own; I nuver implied anything of the
kind. The painter of that picture—you ought
to mako md a present of it, as a, token of your
grateful sonse of the.trouble you are giving me,
The artlst, who has aroused your jJealousy, 18
only a brother.”

8ir Charles stopped his horse, put. tho roins
{nto the Major’s hand, and leaped out of the ou-
briolut.

¢ Excuse me I leave you. Gf\'e me Miss
Dalton’s address, and enjoy yourself at Green-
wich. IfI do not join you presently, you must
coriclude that the claims ot love are stronger
%&m of friendshin”

t, oh, mostamlahle and impotuous youth 1"
his Mond exclaimed; ¢ I cannot toll yon where
your charmer l!vel, simply because, I don't
know. * Perhaps Galli can give you'thll much
information.” .

s« Thanks ; I willapply to him at onee. Adiou !”

But M:uor Colbyo wheeled the cab round, and
kopl by tho side of the Baronot, who was strid-
ing baokito town.

» One last remark, my Charles. Before call-
Ing on Miss Dalton, would it not bo as well tobe
propared with :eplies to the questions of her
brother? Ariists are inquisitive somet!mes, and
Mr. Dalton migat wish to know your intontiions
in renewing your acquaintance with lis protty
sister. IfX mlgm. SUEZ OBt

«No " gnid tho Baronet, abruptly. I had
rather you did not insinunte the casicst way of
compnassing-the misery of an innocent girl, I
must uad will sce her. I cannot deny myself
that geusbileatlon; but I’Il not do anything of
whw’n * <til have cause lo be ashamed here-

Mujor Colbyo smiled.

*As you plense; but it is very ccrlnln that
you cunnot preseut yourself ' at tho Dnltons®
without some valid exceuse, and must, therefore,
postpone your Interview with the lidy til shbe
cotncs to Gulli’s, which she will do to-mor.
TOWw. ”

i d-'.\ru You sure of this ?” 8ir Charles demand-
ed,

“Quite.
the pieture, I menn, not for himself—and she
1s to call in the morning. As you cannot sco hier
Ll then, why notdine with me as you original-
Iy intended 17

# But, for once, his persuansions were hot suc-

cexssful, Ilo weut Lo Greenwich alone, nnd Sir
Charles, in & hired cab, rode to Galll’s, to ascer-
tuin tho resldence of the Daltons. Yo was in.
formed thag it was n 1lolloway, and to Holl
way proceeded the Bnronet, and reconnoitre
the nelghbourhood, feeling himself repaid by
entehing n glimpse of Rosamond us the arranged
the curtains of the \\'ludowu to shiold the cyes
of her brother.

Little dreaming whose gaze had so Intely becn
npon her, ltosnmond entered Mr, Galli's rooms
on the following morning, with fluttering hourt,
Frank, at the very moment that he wus grow-
Ing hopetull of succeess, hnd Leen selzed with -
ness, the result of excessive toll und anxlety.
With all thelr enre, thelr llttle stock of cush had
iminished rapldly; nnd the young man, haunt-
ed by adread of seelng Rosnmond aullcr from
absolute want, haul toiled til bis eyes grew hol-
low nud his strength broke down, IEven now
that there were hopes of his recovery, his trou-
bled sister saw that it wns impeded by his men-
tal sutfferings,  Ireitable ad restless, he would
insist upon having his eolours and penceils ; then,
as the nerveless haund refused 1o carry ont his
conceptions, he would ing himself back on his
eoueh, with a despairtug groan, and it needed
all ber tender sympathy to sootho him inte
trangnilhy,

It wns now that the hitherto untried glvl
showel hersell brave and rosolute.  Although
the daily meal eould only be procured by the
sale of some cherlshed ornament, Rosamond
never wmurmured, tor openly, desponded.  She
was always so cheerful and enurgel.lc that
'k wonld fondiy eal) her his sunbeam, and
wonder what he should have done without her.

+The pleture Is sold,” sald Monsieur Gall,
hruxquely, as she entered his rooms, and half
hopeful, half arrakd, bent an inquiring look upon
himn; “andthe purchaser wishes to have acom-
panion sketeh, Bot he is here ; he will glve you
his own kleas concerning it.”
11e moved aside W make way tfor the goutle-
maun who was presslug forwanrd Lo necost Rosn-
motnl, He did not know whata welght his words
haul lifted from her thankfal henrt ; thougheven
that searcely sutliced to explnin l.he start, the
blush, the sudden trembling that assalled her
when she found her hand elasped In 8ir Charles
Tresilinng’s,

She had thought of him too much and too
often for her own peace; but In the lust few
months she had beea learning solf-control, nnd
there wns o gentle dignity in her manner that
kept the Baronet’s transports in eheek, It was
evident that she was not to be addressed in the
hackneyud terms of finttery and tmpertinent
familinrity.

It has been hnd to find myself forgotten,’
he said, gnzlng at her reproachtully, «Day nfter
day, while Iluy unable to see you, I hoped to
hear thnt you hadd inquired after my fate, but
always to be disal%pointed,”

Rosnmond had now railied her spicits. «Ilave
wo seemed ungrnteful ? Forgive ug,  Clreum-
stunees huve ocenrred which rendered it Inpos-
sible for Frank to thank you personally for your
kimness to me,  The newspaper kept us in-
formedd of your progress towards recovery.”

“Than yon have thought of me sometimes ?”
the Baronet demunded, temderly. ©

4 Oh, yer; und of the unfortunates who were
kilted, and all our cotpunions on that memor-
f;ble journey.”

SOrfull who sufleraed, Litt not of one espeeinlly.
This Is un admission which morthics m) vanity
terribly, Milss Dalton,”

“«Ww hy should it, sir 2" she asked, gm\-cly. “]
cannol suppose lhm, You rated your servicvs so
highly us to expeet sume tangible proof of my
brother's gratitude.”

“Youare right; but still I hoped to bo thought
of with some of the deep and abiding fesling
your imnge awoke in my own heart, sald Sir
Churles, with a glance into her face that made
Rotamond colour more vividly than before,
though she answered quietly enougb,

“You are very polite, «ir, but I am too in-
experienced In the usages of socioty to know

0w Lu gungo tho worth of such complimentary
speeches,”

#Then you think me insincere; you do not
belleve that I hnve been longing to behold you"
Unkind!® Is this your meaning?"

«T think I would rather hear you when ank
is with me, and ean help me to frame my re-
plies,” sald the young lady, s0 demurely that
Sir Charles -felt himaelf foiled, and bit his lip.
He ndrojtly changed the subject.

“You must be proud of your relationship to
such o clever artlst. \Will Mr. Dalton oblige me
by painting a companion ploture to tho gem I
have just secured 2"

«Frank will be very glad to do s0,” auswored
Rosamond, herself forgotten in herloving auxle-
ty to advanco her brother's intorests. ¢ He has
beon {117 but to hear that hls works arus appre-
cinted wiil do him so much good! He will com-
mence the picture you wish to have as soon ns
he 18 able. Do you leave the chotce of the sub-
Jeet to him 27

¢ Or to you,” answered SIr Charles, who was
admiring the lovoly bloom that had risen into
bor cheek whilo she was epeaking. ¢ Pray do
not let Mr. Dalton Lurry himgolf; bnt at tho
same time, will you kindly hint to him -that he
18 at liberty to draw upon me whenever it sults
him.”

( To be continued.)

WHAT 18 A GENTLEMAN?—In _tho course of nn ad-
droasto the Leods Young Meon’s Christian  Assosia-
{.loﬁ. delivrod lm.oly by tho Blshnp of Mnnchostor, his
ordship sa)

“ Solgo poofll think ‘o gontlomnn’ moans aman.of
indopendent ortuno—a man who fares sumn tuoully

ry day ; o man who need not work h nnl for hia

dally bread. None of these thin mnka [
man ; not one of thom, nor them togother. I
havo known mon whan I was brou:ht closer in con-
taot wilh worki an. from my posi-
tion, I am bro now. I havoe known mea of the
roughest oxterior, who had boen saocoustomed all
their lives to follow tho plow and to look after honu,

as thorough gentlomen in heart as any no) lem..u
um over worso o duoal coronet. I mean é
known them as unselfish, I have known am u

truthful, { have known thom as sympathi
all thege qualitios go to mako whlt I undarlund b{
tho torm ‘a lﬁouuamn.’ It is a noble privilege whic
has boon ex: gl what I wnno t.ell

L] nuln cst man

u isthat th in
f" ost work to do, t, if his heart be tendur :nd
g:u'o. and true, oan be, in f.he moat emphl.uo sonso of

e word, ¢ a gontleman,””

P
M. Browx-SeQuakn oxpcrimonted upontho utm‘en-
ed armn of an exceouted criminal, by octing
blood intoit; the muscles "f"m zheiroontmotm
qnd their norvol their irritability. As the outtiug o
the blood is haralysis of nerve olomont, so a doficlonoy
of blood is & cause otdnsonomuon of nerve elemont.
Follows' Compound Syrup itos will
uuno tho l‘ormntlon ofhoall.by blood, and comoq'lont-
ineroneo norvaus power, induce vital aotivity in

sy

%blhucted constitutions, and tono all tho organs do-
puadent for health on musoular or nervous strength.

Galll has a purchaser in- viow—for

HIS WIFE'S MOTHER,.

He stood on his head on tho wild wn-ahom,
And dnnood on lna lmnd: adic

Inall nover b y
A nmdl) hilurious :rig.

And why? Id the vessol whioh loft tho bay
tis nmthor-in-lm\' had saile

To a tropical country some distunco nway,
Whore tigers and sorponts provailed.

Ile know sho hnd gono toreeruit hor hoalth,
And doetu Jior rns in.: cough,
But wagoered himseot l{’ml‘uuion of wonlth
That somothmg would ourry hor off.

Oh, naw ho might look for aquiet lifo,
rll'ﬂ oven bo huppy J'o
Thongh owning no ond of noumlmcnl wifo,
Aud up to his collar in debt,

For sho of tho specs nnd ourlod falso front,
And blnck alpaca robo,

Must pick out o anllor tomuffer the bruat,
Of hor next daily trial of Job.

He watohod whilo the vossol cut the soa,
And bumpishly upped and downod,

And thoughz if alrendy sho qualmish’ could bo
Ho'd consider the edifice crowned.

le'd burne tho ol tndy through thick and thin,
"ill she lectured him out of breath ;
And now. ns ho gazed at the zhi{’huho was in,
11 howled for her violent death—

Till over the azure horizon’ u odgo,
The hark had retired from viow,

When he loaped to tho erest of a clmlky lodgo,
And pranced like n kangaroo,

And many ajubilant ponl he sent
O'er tho wavea which had made him froo,
Then cut a Inst caper cestatie, nnd wont
Turning soimersiults homeward to teu.

CASTAWAY.

BY TIIX AUTHOR OF # BLACK SKEEP,” ¢ WRECK-
ED IN PORT,” &C., &C.

BOOIC 1II.
CIIAI'TER 1V.
VISITORS,

Arritoua her mind was suflictently made
up as to the courso which she would pursue,
Madge thought it would be advisable to take
cousel with Mr. Drage, and accordingly enrly
the next morning she set off for the rectory. She
intended-to tell Mr. Druge that Phillp Vane was
coming to Wheateroit on a matter of business,
but did not think {t neecessary Lo explnin what
that business was, nor to acqualnt the roctor
with the informution which she had gleaned by
unravelling the mysterles of the cipher tele-
gram. It would be sufllcient, she thought, to
tell Mr, Drage that she Intended to keep berself
concealed during the time her husbund was at
Whenteroft; and, by every monns in her power
to prevent him having tho slightest iden of her
connexion with Sir Geolfry's establishment,

She found the rector tnking his morning walk
round the garden, with fittie Bertha trotiing by
his gide. Directly she enught sight of Muilge,
the child rushed towards her, putting up her face
to-be kissed, and clinging to Madgo's gown with
both handy,

. ##We were talking about you just now, M.
Plckering,” sald the child. #I was asking pnpa
why you did not come back and live here. We
should ltke it so much, pa and I would, and it
would be so much moroe chcerful for you thun
staying with that eruss old gentleman at Whent-
crofl.”

s My dear Bertha,” said Madge, with o grave
smile, # I should llketo be with you very much,
but 1 catinot come,”

“So papa sald,” eried the cohild, turning to
Mr. Drage, who had just come up, ¢« I suppose
as papa connot have you herg, that is the rea-
son he has bought a portrait of you ¥,

# A portrait of me}” cried Madge., looking
towards the rector with uplifted eycbrows.

¢« Bertbe, my darliig, how can you be so ridi-’
culous,” sald tho reclor. ¢ 'The fact I8, Mrs.
Plckering, that when at Bircester the other day,
1 saw in a shop window a print of a snint’s hend,
by. somo German griist, and [ was so struck
with 1t, that I could not resist purchasing it.”

“44Yes, and he has had it nailed up over the
mantelpioce in'his bedroom, Mrs. Pickering;
and whon I told him tho ot.hor day that I
thought it was like you, his face grew quite rod.
Didn't it, papa?”

¢ Now run away, dnrllng, and don't talk non-
sense,’ sald the réctor, whose cheeks wore burn-
ing; then as the chﬂd darted off, he turned to
his visitor and said, ¢ Have you any news, Mrs,
Pickering, as you aro away from home so
early "

¢ I have Indeed,” she replied, * and strange
news., Phillp Vane is coming to Wheateroft

“Good Ionvens!” cried the rootor. «That,
woman has told him of your visit to her.”

# Oh, no,” sald Madge, with a smile, *she has
not told him; she will not tell him. She has de-
termined to play the grme out In her own way,
and torun the risk of whatever future reveln-
tion may bring forth. No, Mr. Vane s coming
with another gentleman from London to see Sir
Geoffry on business,

The roator gave a sudden start, and & bright
enger look crossed his face, but died away im-
mediately.

s Io will be at Whentcroft then sorre little
time 7 he &nid, '

'« Ho will pnss one night there,” replied Madgo,
#Tho distance from London is toogreat for them
to roturn tho same day; besides they huve busl-
ness (o discusg with Bir Geoffry which will pro-
bably take some hours.”

¢ What do yon intend to do?”

«X intend asking Sir Geoffry’'s permission to
romain in my room. In the ordinary courss of
events, 8 pergson in my position would not be
brought into contact with company remalining
for so short a period in tho honse; and it I8 only
through 8ir Geofiry’s courtesy and consideration
tbat Itake o more prominent place in the house-
hold. I shall retire to my room when they
arrive, and remain there untll aftor theirdepar-
tures The name of Mrs. Plckering, the house-
keepor, will doabtless be mantlonod oconsional-
ly, but is one which Mr. Vane has nevor
heard of in connexion with me, and will convey
tohis mind no idea of mo whatever. Do you
‘approve of what I propose dolng 2

1t Porfoctly,” sald Mr, Drage, with a strangely
nervous and exolted alr. ¢« It is moss important
that your husband should not know of your pro-
sonce in this place. You feel tolorably certnin
tbat Mrs, Bendixon has not acquainted him with
your vigit to her

« I feol quite certain of it," said Madge. ¢ Hor
Jaat words to me wero convinoing on that point.”

#{Then Mr, Vano will stay sver the night at
‘Wheatcroft. Whois tho other gentleman who
is coming down with him -

#The chnirman of the company of which Mr.,
Vang 18 tho genernl manager.”

11 The cludrmun! Ob, then it is mrongh hlm

thnt the business wiil principally bo condycted ;

and Mr, Vane 1s probably only .coming down to
bo referred to on points of detal), Is he.n man
Ukely to walk out much while ho is bere 2 ~

“What an, oxtraordinary question 1 sald

Madge.
mean.”

o] can scarcely understand whm. you

“I meont was lho fond of gxerclso? Somo -

men whose lives are pussed in the OClty aro de-
lighted et every chanco of gotting into the fresh
alr, L[owovor, I only usked for the sake of
something to say. I think you are perrocuy
right In what you propose, my deur Mrs. Plok-
ering, and I would recommond you to take
overy preeaution that your intentions are not
frusirated.” -

He spoke in a nervous, jerky manner, quite
forelgn- to Lis nature, and balf put-forth his hand,
as though about to wish her good-bye. It was
evldouLtlmt bo was anxious for hor depariure,
80 Madge, wondering much whnt conld have s0

" strangely moved hor friond, took her loove. The

rector'accompanied her to tho gute, and then,
roturning to hiy study, turned the kev in the
lock, amd, fulllng upon his knees, prayed long
and fervently.

When Madgo arrived at Whenteroft sho found
Sir Geoflty in o stalo of grent excitcient,

41 have recelved a letter from theso gontle-
meon, Mrs, Plekering,” ho sald, *#tand they wilt
be hero at midday to-morrow. Very luxurlous
fellows for men of business they seem to be too.
Springsideis too fardistant from London for them
to cumpleto thoe journey in one day; they must
sleop at Bircester forsooth. Not the sort
of men to lead o forced march througha jungled
country, with tho thermometer at fever heat.
Douced easy style this Mr, Delabole wrltes In
tou; says he has no doubl that, after 1 have
perused the private papers which he intends
bringing with hiwm, and lstened to nll he hns to
say, I shall bo convineed of the excellonce of tho
undertuking, und that ho shall carry away the
deed of —— duly Inscribed with my name, o
spenks so coufldently that the investinent which
ho proposces mnust be o very sound one, or olso
ho must have but a poor opinion of my business
qualifientions, I dare sny he thinks it will bo
eusy cnough, with speclons words and eooked
accounts, to got over an old Indian soldier ; how-
ever, that will remain to be proved. You will
be quite ready for the reception of these gentle-
men, Mrs, Pickering, and will muke them com-
fortuble, X am sure.” .

“ You may depend upon thelr being nnde

perfectly comfortable, Sir Geoflry,” sald Madye.

« There will, [ presumace, be no occaslon for my

.belug In attetclance when thoy are here?

“ None in
promptly.

1 mean that I uhull not be cnlled upon tosco
them, and that 1 may keep to iny room durirg
their stay ?2*

s Certalnly, If you wish 1t,” sald Sir Geoflry,
“But you know, Mrs. Plckering, thut I am ra-
ther proud of you, and—=

«I am a littla over-fatigued by my Journey,
aund am in such n scrvous hysterical stite thut
{ dread any lontroduction to strangers, fearlng I
might absolutely break down.

« Don’t say another word about it; you shall
do exactly as you plense, nmd no stress shall be
laid upon you, Sensitive woman that,” sald the
old general Lo hlinself, looking after Madge's re-
treating figure, ¢ high-spirited, and all thuet kind
of thing., Does not mind the people nbout here,
but doesn’t liko strangers,  Is afrald, I suppose,
of mecting people who knew her in bettor dnys,
and who would be ashuined of recognizing her
In her present position. Now I must once moro
look through the pnpers which Irving sent to
me, and concli mysclf up in readlness to meet
thexe gentlemen from the City.”

Tunctunl to its time, the trnin contndning the
two gentlemen arrived at tho Bpringside statlon
the following morning, and Mr, Delabole, hop-
ping briskly out, called o fly, then turned back
to assist his compnnlon in extricating thesr lug-
guge from the currlage. Thero were n faw per-
sons on the plutform, for it was an early and un-
fashionable train; but amongst them was n
tall, thin nan, of stooping figure, dressed in n
long clergyman'’s eont, who hovored round theo
two strangers, and scemed to tnko particular
notice of them-—such particular notice ag to at-
tract Mr. Vane's attention, and induce him to

inqulre Jocularly of Mr. Delabole 4 Who was his
friend 9" whereupon Mr, Delubole stared with
ensy assurance nt the tall gentlemon, and told
Mr. Vane # that thelr friond was probably a par-
son who had got wind of the rich marringoe Mr.
Vane wus about to make, and had come there
to draw, him of a little monoy for the locnl chu.rl-
ties.”

They drove straight to Wheatcroft, nnd on
thelr arrival were recelved with much formality
and politeness by Sir Geoffry, who told them
that lunchcon was awaiting them. During the
discussjon of this meal, at which the three gen-
tlomen nlono woro prosent, the conversation was
entirely of a soclal oharacter; Springside, ity
natural benuties and its nuneral waters; ithe
stylo of persons frequenting it; the differences
botweon o town and country life, were nlllightly
touched upon. The talk then drifted into o dis-
cussion on the spesulative mania which had re-
cently Inld such hold upon English soclety, then
filtering off into a narrow channel of ad mtlon
for Mr. Irving and his Midas-like power, working
back into the broad stream of jolnt-stock ecom-
panics and rapid fortune-making, and finally
sottled down upon the Terra del. Fuegos mine.
During this convorsotion; Sir Geoflry, as was
his natural instinet, had given utteranco to
various caustio remarks, and what ho imagined
wero unpleasaut truths, all of which, though
gomowhat chafed at by Mr. Vane, wero recelved
by Mr. Delabole, who evidontly acted a8 spokes-
man for himself and his friend, with tho great-

the world,” sald 8ir Geollry,

"

est suavity, and were replied to with tho utmost -

coolness and good tomper. The promptitude
which his wmpnnlon displayod in selzing upon
ovory word uttered by thelr host aa a personal
matier was noj without its effect upon Mr. Deln-
bole. When Sir Geoffry pushed hig ohalr Lack
from the table and suggested thnt they should
adjourn to tho ltbrary, there to discuss tho object
of thelr visit, Mr. Dolabolo sald ¢

- «If you have no objection, 8ir Geoflry, I ‘think
that this question will bo more likely (o be
brought to & speody concluslon if it is left to you
and I. My frlend Mr, Vano-is invaluable, in all
matiers of detall, and when we como to them
we enn request him 0 favour us with hia pre-
sence; for tho old saying of two boing better
company than three holds good in business dis-
oussions as well as in soclnl life, and if you bave
no ohjection, Ithink tha basisofany agreoments
which aro 10 be made botween our friend Irvlng,
ropresented by you, and the company répre-

sented by me, could better be settled by us

nlone.”

8ir Geoflry bowed stifly enough, ¢ Whatever
Mr. Delabolo thought he should bo happy to
agroe to. From tho position which Mr, Delabolo
held in the Cily, it was quite ovident that In
such a talk nd they proposed to have, ho, by him-
self, would be more than a match for an old re-
tired Indinn oflcor.”

Mr. Dolabole amiled at this sponoh. «There
was, ho hopad, no question of brains or ingenuity
init. If tho stability and excellenco of this in-
vestment did not by thomselves. persuade Sir
Geoflry to advise his friend toembark init—and
he hoped to ombark in it a littlo himsolf—no
blandislimonts of his shpuld boe brought rorwn.rd

.




