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It is the fashion nowv for men to go jta nedicinc purposcly
to beconie specialists, fl( t thiat tihey have any particular a-ptitude
or lekiniîlg towards their special cocbut hecause the opportuni-
tics for niaking nîoney cire greater and thieir tiie wvill bc their
Owvn-thIley only learn. enough lfle(licifl aîîd surgery to qualify
for a degree. Such a trnining. ithougli it iay be a- thîanci-il
success, xviii tend to bring the practice of nmedicine down to
mnere trade, and the higlier -and nobler instincts wvhich ouglht to
stimiulate a professiunal muan Nvil1 be no nmore seen aniongst us.

QIJ\CKERY.

I liad intencled touchiiîg -at length on the various quackeries
whiich are now so rzinpant anîong the niast civilizecl nattions and
aniongst tlîeir nîiost cultivated classes, but time warns nie I miust
be brief. 1 refer to such things as Christian Science, Mna
Science, Spiritualismi, Vitapathy, Osteapathy, and sucli like-
but perliaps thiey hiave their uses in this rapid and restless agre-
they probably are a vent for people xvho would otlîerxvise have
to be confined in asylunis at a grreat expenise ta the public. Could
any indiviclual write such a lot of stuiff as the followingr without
there being a suspicion of insanity in the case? "If I believe iu
the powver of clisease, niy thought ;,.nospliere coul «d not hecal a
patient. Disease lias no power of its owvn, but only as nîuch
power as aur ignorance concedes ta it. Disease is ignorance,
intelligence is cure. Disease is but a negation of the ubiquitous
life principle. This life principle bias taken entire possession of
nie aiid .niy thiouglits; I live in it; I amn it." Such stuif as this,
Md infi'nit>iol, is read aîid believed in by thousancls-believed in
but îîot understoocl. Education w~ill not abolish beliefs in quacks
,andi quackery. 1 wrate an article on quackery niany years ago,
which xvas publishied in the Popular Science Mllontlly, and I
closed wit1i tlie follow'ing quotation, which sems appropriate on
the present occasion: " The final tlîougli distant extinction of
quackery is to be hoped for. It fornîs a fragment of tlîat final-
triumphi of reasan and virtue which is the secret consolation of
every phiilan-tliropist."

It is partly due ta the profession itself that quackery flour-
isiies. Sa inany muen who are unfit for the profession enter it
and 'loolk on it as a. business ta niakce hîîoney, hionestly perhaps,
if passible, but ta make it even if the credulity of the public is
drawvn on. Many of the doctors wha write to papers like the
"Alicaline Clinic," thie " Medical Shiort-cut," and athiers of suchi

a character, have a rnost nîisty idea of tlîeir profession, and ap-
parently are ignorant enough ta deceive tliemselves as wrell -as
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