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1906, I shall continue to persist in Miy dlaii that I was the first to

use it for this purpose.
Most of the paraffin wlîich is now used for interniai administra-

tion is of the liquid variety-' Petroleuin liqruidum purum''; it is,

however, a body of very indefinite composition. The officiai stand-

ards, while authorizing certain limits as to the vo]atility and spe-

cific gravity do flot fix definitely the cuinical composition of the

oul.
It thus coines about that nîo two samples arc exactly alike either

as regards taste or composition, and manufacturers have taken ad-

vantage of these inconsistencies to se]1 special brands under regis-

tered mames at fancy prices. As long, however, as a liquid petrol-

eui is tastcless and free froin toxie compositions, one kind is as

good as another, and it certainly is unwise to pay a fanc), price for a

fancy name.
When the idea first occurred to me iii 1906 to treat the constipa-

tion of infants by petroleum I thouglit I would try my old f riend

the original petroleuin emulsion which had bccn so largely adver-

tised as a substitute for cod liver oul, but then 1 rcmembered that it

was fortified with eoîisiderablc quantities of nmixed hylnophosphites,
which might introduce fresh and undesirable complications. I

therefore took counsel Nvith thc dispenser at the St. Marylebone Gen-

eral Dispensary, andi between us we deviseti the formulary of an

emulsion which, under the naine of ''Marylebone Petroleum Emul-

sion,' lias acquireti (pâte a local reputation. The emulsifying

agent in this preparation is a decoction of Irish moss, a very much

better mediunm timan gunn acacia or tragacanth, which is usually ecm-

ployed. It is muchel cheapei', and it contains a sinall quantity of

iodine, which. 1 be]ieve lias a really beneficial influence on most of

the conditions for which the emuision is usually given. The flavor-

ing is quite p]easant, and the smnall addition of benzoic acid pre-

serves the decoction of Irish moss f romn fermnentative changes. The

following is the formula of the Marylebone emulsion:

Paraffini liquidi B. P. 33.0

Acidi Benzoici
Glusidi a a 0.05

Olei Cinnamnoii 0.10

Decoctunt Chondri Crispi ad 100.00

The chief trouble in prescribing this emulsiofi is th8.t it is prac-

tically impossible to make it in smnall quantities; it must be made in

bulk if it is to be of good quality. Another objection to the use of

an emulsion of petroleuni instead of the plain oul is that larger


