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ts come irregularly
S e and -become .
teacher. - T .
A LAW OF courmgqnxmpom%zg i

ia advocated by some on the ground that
i:i:g;ut a.'sch‘o%l ‘education superintend-
ed by the State. the -homogeneons char-.
acter and mental uniformity of & nation
is impossible ;. the State ought to be one
in i‘self, and a unity -of thought ought
to exist among’ ita -citizens; if each-
tamily would take charge of the educa-
tion of its children, orif several families
would combine to run & school their own
way, the result would be an absence of
thia unity or uniformity. - A law of com-
pulsory education, if complied with,
could not possibly effect a unity in re-
gard to philosophy, nor religion, ‘nor
politics, nor anything &t all, People
who think do not choss for their think-
ing a groove directed by the State;
everyone thinks for himself in his own

way.
But how can we make sureof the com--
petency of teachers, unless the State
superintends education ? What is the
State? Are the legielators and officials,
glected by the people to manage the
business affairs of the commonwealth,
the sole proprietors of “braina? Do not
the people possess judgment enough to
mske sure of the capacity of- teachers
withuot any direction from those men
whom they have chosen as servants of
the public? :
‘ 'i‘lgera have bsen, and there are, well
cobducted schools over which the S:ate
does not exercise any paternal surveil-
lance. Where, thea, is the usefulnesa of

State superintendeace of education ?

AxNTI-HRGEL,

THE NEW PULPIT.

To theEditor of TEE_TRUE WITNESS :
Siz,~The above is the heading of a
remarkable paper published in the Star
of February 8, copled from the North
American Review. This production, the
work of Rev. H,B. Haweis, rectar of 8t.
James, London, advocates a complete
revolution in the subject-matter of
preaching, and relegates all dogmatic
teaching to the topmost shelf as worth-
less rubbish, Throughout the whole
length and breadth of the article the
idea predominates that the contemplated
remodelling of the FProtestant pulpit
can be justified on soriptural grounds.
For example : “ The old order changeth,
making place for the new; he taketh
away the old that he may establish the
new.” Esewhere he remarks: *“The
Christianity of the Apostles is no longer
quite Christ. 'The fathers are not quite
apoatolic. The schoolmen are far awsy
from the fathers, eto, That there may
be & change from better to worse and
vice verse, is undeniable.” “ Luther,” the
rev. gentleman tells us, “breaks with
the Pope;” and now it may be assumed
that & change takes place foxr the better.
Luther set up a * New Pulpit” on the
very lines chalked out by our author;
he discarded certain dogmsas as “snper-
annuated nonsense,” but stuck to justifi-
cation by faith, in 'a sense peculiar to
himself, with bull-dog tenacity. His
New Fulpit “ was in touch with the life
of that period ; to borrow the rév. gen-
tleman’s expresaion, * it wae up to date.”
1t could sanction the breaking of solemn
vows, and give permission—as it did to
the Landgrave of Hesse—to commit.
adultery. To ensure a full house he
could amuse his audience by calling the
Pope, “ the ass over the way,” with other
indelicate' imbecilites with' which his
Table-Talk is replete; “Now,” says the
Rev. Mr, Haweis, “we are on the point
of breaking with Lutker, if we have not.
already done so; with Qalvin .We have
quite broken.” From -this it appears;
that though in touch with their own re-
spective times, Luther. and Oalvin were
not up to the mark of 'the present day.
A. clean sweep must ‘be made of the su-.
perannuated rubbish ‘which - those two
worthies left behind, - Before proceeding
to discuss the new provender about to be
~ thrown in armfuls. from the New-Pulpit.
hay-loft, it will not:be out' of place to
‘quote the 'commission - intrusted - by
‘Christ to his apoatlea::*To teach all'na-
~tions ; teaching:.them';to> observe - a
things: whatsoeverI:
‘you,and lo! I-am:with:yo
What were the 'great’,truths;th
Apostles were 80 emphistigall;

“Man Gid? The
London, will: answer:
~question, in the. folloWing:
. “A great 'deal‘oféanper
=senne i talked aboutiy

outépreach

. T'never yot-knew an able minister,

‘ gv.il!':i.oould'ﬁll "his church, who was not

denounced by .the Ass over the way,

"}.whose church was empty, for not preach-
‘| ing the Gospel,

There is only one way
of preaching the Gtcspel as Christ preach-
-ed-it; and that is to make teaching cling
close to, deal with, and control current
life.. It was indeed a New Pulpit with
not much of Moses or the prophets left
init. The following were the topica of
the Divine Teacher :—The relations of a
clever swindler and his employer; a
woman plying her broom diligently ; s
clamorons widow worrying a police
‘magiatrate ; the children in the street
playing their vulgar little games and
singing their vulgar little songs; the
process of digestion; the weather; the
secrets of fishing; the occupations of
Hodge; the art of making bread aund
bottling wine.” :

Imagine, if you can, the Aposties
sallying forth to overthrow idolatry, and
bring all nations under smbjection to
Cbrist, armed with the above-mentioned
soap bubble artillery. Yet such appear
to be the New Pulpit tactics for drawing
the masses to church for the worship of
God. Ithink it is Horace that says:—
Difficile e3t proprie communia dicere. (It
is difficult to talk interestingly on trite
or familiar topics.) Men of the calibre
of the late R:wv. H. W. Beecher are
0:casionally to be met with, who possess
the art, or tact, to surround a very
gimple subject with interest, and who
have no occasion to complain of empty
pews, though you never see them occu-
pied by tbe poor workingman, the ar-
tisan or the seamstress. But celebrated
New Pulpit orators of this stamp, who
know their own worth, and their cap-
ability for filling empty pews, stipulate,
88 a rule, for a fair day’s pay for a fair
day’s work. Probably there are among
them who would consider themselves
underpaid with ten or twenty thousand
dollars & year. BSuch abnormal salaries,
however, need excite no surprise, when
we take Into account the high figurs at
which some New Pulpit pews are rented.
The womship of God is admitted
on all hands to be the prime
object in view in going to church. To
go with no other intent than fo be
gratified with the eloquence or wit of
the preacher,—to go when the right man
iz in the right place, and remain at
home when & clergyman of inferior
talent happens to occupy the pulpit,—
this, in my opinion, is to worship man
rather than the Almighty,

There Is another “church over the
way,” that is never heard to complain of
empty pews. The preacher may be, and
very often is, an elcquent expounder of
the word of God ; for it must be remem-
bered that eloquence is & rare gift and
beyond the reach of the majority.
“ Orator ut poeta nascééur non fit,” But
whether he be eloqaent or plain-spoken,
—whether the museic be high-toned or
solemn Gregorian,—whether with or
without either music or diecourse, the
Bews are never empty when required to
ye oocupied. A recollection of personal
experience on this very subject now
ocours to me, which I will endeavor to
relate as briefly as possible, hoping it
will not exceed the limits assigned to
prosy correspondenta.

In the winter of 8586, my firat in
Oanada, & fellow-boarder was laid up
with some disease of which I forget the
name,—but that is immaterial. Ob-
gorving him one day to be suffering
more than usual, and fanoying there
might be something on his mind calou-
1ated to aggravate the malady, Isuggest-
ed to him that & visit from his minister
might-prove beneficial. If he said the
‘'word, I was ready to go and fetch him,
But he thankfully declined the offer.
‘Would he, I continued, object to have
Father Richard recommend him to God
in the Mass ? To this he consented, I
‘oalled in consequence on the reverend
gentleman, who was at that pericd
one of the only two English-speaking
priests in Montreal, and who at one
time had béen .a Methodist minister.
-He cheerfully acceded to my request.
‘Being desirous to assist at the service, I
inquired at what hour the Mass would

.| take- place.: He answered :: “ I always
led| say-the first. Mass:at 4 in- the :morning.”
" |:Being & profound. sleeper, I had certain
hat.the [ misgivings as to'the probability ‘of awak:
.|ing in-:due time. -

ortunately. these

ington and McGill, which, with the ex-
ception of a few stragglers bearing lant-
ernc—probably returning home from
some midnight revel—were completely
deserted. Nearing Notre Dame street,
the lights became more frequent, ano
appeared to be advancing in etill greater
pumbers {rom the oppoeite direction.
They all, bowever, converged at the
parish church. On en‘ering the vast
tdifice, which I had innocently expeoted
to ehsre all alone with the priest and
his assistant, I was surprised to find every

pew in the centre aisle duly ocoupied;

and, what I considered still more wender-
ful, not a few blind men accompanied
by boys of tender age, were seated near
the vestibule, The Mass commenced;
at its conclusion the Litany of the
Blessed Virgin was recited, and the
crowd dispersed in silence to make way
for another throng later on. What could
have induced so large a gathering of
both sexes—young . and old, rich and
poor, to quit their warm beds and sally
forth on such a cold morning, and at so
early an hour? Was it to hear some rich
strain of heavenly melody, the loud
pealing of the organ, or the impassioned
oloquence of some noted preacher?
Nothing of the sort. They had come to
offer to the Eternal Father, in union
with the Christian priest, the thrice holy
Vict'm of the Christian alt .,

A.G.G.
Ee—
ROMAN NEWS ITEMS.

The next consistory will be held at the
olose of this month or the begivnirg of
March.

According to the Courier de Bruxelles,
the Holy Father is about to address an
important document to the Cardinal-
Arohbishop of Malines and the Belgian
Bishops.

Baron Nicotera,a distinguished Masob,
at one time minister under Victor Eman-
uel, and later under King Humbert, and
a revolutionist all his lite, died recently,
reconciled to God and the Church.

Through the death of Cardinal Desprez,
His Eminence Cardinal Mertel has be-
come the doyen of the Bacred College.
Cardinal Svampa, Archbighop of Bologna,
is the youngest membsr of that body.

The Pope recently received the well-
known Dominican, Father Didon, who
in the course of & conversation told His
Holiness that M. Felix Faure, as presi-
dent of the republio, was an excellent
choice for the Catholics.

The head house of the Capuchins has
proposed to the Italian Government to
purchase its ancient convent on the
Plazza Barberini and establish there a
college for the missions of Africa and
the east, but the government’s demandla
have been too bigh, and so far. terms
have not been arranged.

The Holy Father has abandoned, for
the present at least, the idea of address-
ing & letter to the Eoglish clergymen of
the Established Church on their return
to Rome. His interviews with Cardinal
Vaughan, who recently arrived in Rome,
are thought to have led to the change in
the Pope’s plans,

His Holiness continues to be in the
enjoyment of unexceptionally good
health, considering his advanoced age and
the harshness of the weather. The En-
oyclical to the American Bishops has
been published, and states that the Epis-
copal Councils, aided by the spirit of
tolerance and justice of the American
lawas, assure the developmentof Catholic
institutione,

The diplomatic body in Paris has wait-
od on the new President, when the Dean
of the worthies, the Papal Nuncio, Mgr.
Ferrata, read an address of congratuia-
tion, winding up as follows : .

In the name of Felix Faure, which re-
o0alls a whole life of honor and labour,
France saw the promise and the guaran-
tee of a long futnre of security, pros-
petity, and peace. Those hopes are too
olosely in accord with the aspirations of
all Governments, and with the general
interests of civilizatl n, for us not to feel
the necessity of essociating ourselves
with them, : L

The Nuncio concluded by giving token
of his personal good wishes and of the
sympathies of the Powers who were re-
‘presented. This leads us to have higher
‘hopes of the President than were pre-
viously entertained. M Taure, in sc-
knowledging the congratulations, said
he would devote himself to the mainten-

| ance of internal peace and the good rela

| tions of France with other ‘nations. It
is to be hoped he was in earnest, but
gll- these promises are uot always serious.

THAT LAST LOOK OF NAPOLEON L

(**I shall never forget that morning we made
Ushant. I bad come on deck at four o'clock to
take the morning watch, when to my astonish-
ment I saw the Emperor come out of the cabin
at that early hour and make for the poop lad-
der. Having gained the deck. pointing to the
land, he sald : *Ushaut ¢ Cape Ushant?™ I
replied, “yes, Sire !"” and withdrew. He then

took ont & pocket-giass and agplied it to his
eye, looking eagerly at the land. In this posi-
tion he remalned from five in the moraing to
nearly mid.day, without paying any attention

to what was passing around him, or speaking

to_one of hia suite, which had been standing
behind him for several hours. No wonder he
thus Fazed * it was the last look of the land of
his glory, and I am couvinced he felt it &8 such.
What must have been his feellnga in these few
hours § "—* Memoirs of an Aristocrat,” by @
Midshipman of the Bellerophon.)

At Ielggltéx the dread hour that his genius fore-
Has e&méb. .llke a spell, twixt his fame and the

mb ;
The curtain that hangs o'er the pastisuproll'd,
And he takes a last glimpse thro’ the twilight
of doom !
O’er the spec that is fading afar in the ses,
Grand vislons of glory have wheeled into

sight ;
The glittering of Power o’er the graves of the
ree
The ﬂl&a}h'irzg of swords 'round the fool-stool of

14
The Present has fled—he 1& now with the Past !
Enpjoy thy great visions—this one i85 Lhe last !

leeaslalr that 1s shot from the regions of

nigh
He beho.ds the wild flash of his meteor fame ;
It blazes an hour in the realms of light,
Then sinks to the gloom whence so lately it

came,
An 1sland it8 birth-place, an Island its grave,
L8 life 'midst sulphureons roliings of war ;—
Around il the noble, the wise ana the brave,
Like planets, revolve 'round & central atar.
That system 18 broken—and scatlered 118 light;
There {8 darkness to-day 'round the fool-stool

of Might !

The Eaiw&ariun is swepl from the oltering
ridge,

The sword flashes out that 18 never to yield ;

The cheer of Marengo is heard on the ridge,

As the *leglons’ rush down Lo the corpses-

strewn fleld :

The sands of the desert are scattered in air,

The dead and the dying are heaped by the Nile;. .

And %entuxi'les lock down, with the glance of
espalr,

From ltihel dark-frowning top of the pyramtid’s:

plle

The snn has gone down 1o Egypt’'s dark night ;

Thereh’;‘ al': bt.rophy to lay at the foot-stool of
ght !

The Powers of old Europe are marshalled

agaln
O’er the Vl'llage of Austerlitz rises the sun ;
Ere mg e\lr:‘mng bas come Lhey are stark on
plain

And the ﬂeld.'by that hero, in glory, 18 won .
A yetzl;l 'Easses on—and, by Olmutz’ bright
The a.rmle's of Europe unite for an hour ; .
Over Jena their banners are scattered in rents,
And the Gunius of War has affirmed hils

power,

Through thy alsles, Notre Dame, are thesplen-
dors of Jight ;

Te Deums ascend from the foot-stool of Might 1

The Ozar of the Russlas, that despot of fron,

On a mrt.‘i:'. recelves peace from the terror of
eat!

His baiyonéts the Bear of the snow-land en-
viro

In thg:l Flr]o‘mb of what future hils glory had

rith!

They bow to his word, as the trees to the blast,

They harken in fear, who are potent in war ;

He has humbled them gll, from the first to the .

1ast,
And hss chained thelr strong limbs to his
thundering car.
Both gliel:aeren and Earth are asnaught in hfs
ght
Immutable seems now the foot-stool of Might !

The st:é‘u l;gs now reached jts bright zenith of
It nfay fll_ﬁls't_l. for & while, o'er an awe-stricken

world :
But alag ! for the fuel to feed such a flame !
Soon,go0n from that height must the vietor
be hurl’d, ’
From thy rocka Torres Vedras the knell has.
rung out;
Salamanca has spoken in accents of fire:
Badajos proclalms from her eraggy redoubt,
That the day of his triumph is goon to expire:. .
There's & gatbering of clouds like the on-
coming night, .
There are fragments detached from the foot-
stool of Might ! .

In the crlesof the vietims that fell on the fleld,
The moans from Vincennes' deep dungeons as-

cend ; .
And hie l\gho could conquer, but never would
yteld,
18 forced for a moment in spirit to bend.
'Tls noon—1t 18 June-'tis theday of the Lord,—
On a Belglan hill1g a gorgeous review ;
Thy hats, Quatre Bras, have heard that famed

word,

That ordered the charge o'er thy squares,
‘Waterloo.

The %?s{ig,“mke has falien ' and vanished the

There gre ruingand gloom ‘round the foot-stool
of Might !

The spec in the otean has sunk from his view,
IIe closes his fleld-glase and turns from the

Prow ;
He has boped his last hope, no more to renew
The flushing of joy on his marble-like brow.
His glory 18 gone, like a dream of the night,
His name may survive in the annals of fame;
But shadows shall blend with the glory of light,
And curses, with blessings, be heaped on hias

name. ‘ i )
Thus vanish forever the thrones of Might,
That rest not thelr strength on thepillarsof - . .

Right ! ) - .
- J. K. FORAN.
Montreal, Febr_uary.lses. E )

(N.B.—The above poem, whichis somewhat -, -
timaely, in view of the Napoleonic revival wave -
that has recently made anoige on the seaof’
literature, wiil beembodled-in Dr.: Foran’s.-
volume of ‘* Lyricseand Poems,” now.in th

ress, and which will beon the marketinabo
Wwo Weeka,) . . o et e




