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CALENDAR FOR DECBMBER.

Dac. 4th-2nd Sunday in Advent.
llth-8id Sunduy in Advent.-[Kotice of

Ember .Day-].
14th-
lih- EXnZa Das.

17th-)
1Sh-4th Sunday in Advent.-(iNotie

St. Thioma.%).
" 21st-St. Thomas,.................. A. & M.
" 25th-CuBitvTa.rs ])AT-[P'. Pms. M. 19,

45, 85; L 89, 110, 112. Athan.
Cr. Pr. Pref. in Com. Service
till Jan. 19, included.-Fotice
of St. Stephen St. John and Ia-
noce nts' Day].

2futh-St. Stephen-First Martyr.
27th-St. John-Apostle.

" 28th-Innocents' D.y.

T1E CRISTMAS FESTI VAL.

IREVItED nY GEoag C. Toii&s.

(From The A merican Church Sunday-SchAol
Magazine for R.ovem ber.)

The bri;h'ness of the Christnas season in
every household waikens hie question, hWbat
can we do te make the clildren happy ?' In
til e household of Faith tho same question

come, "What can the Church do te make ber
childen glau ? It will net do for us tu lut
Christmas pass without somehow proving te
the young that all the innocent happiness of
the world at this season bas something to do
with the birth of the Chritt. Yet wo feel that
in whatevrr we do, we must guard our child-
ren from lcar'ning only the sellioh side of jny.
the expectation of gifts, or tho merely pagan
aide of Chriatmas in thoughtleai merry-mak.
ing.

One cannot forget, in inaking suggeetions,
that there are muny sided wantâsto be met in
the Sunday >echoo! field, wants that are created
te no smutll extent by Iho way in which differ-
ont schools are managed. There are too many
schools in 'which the uppermost ides is that
the chiidren must always bo having "a good
timo," forgetting that every exercise ut the
school should, in a measiure, yield the fruit of
religion. Even in ur secular schools, public
exercises in some way are subordinated Lu the
cause of education, and the end of the exer-
cises is te exhibit the frait of the training in
school-bouses. Much more khould religions
schools mold ail their exercises before the pub.
lie, so s to mako the public festival speak for
the benefits of the schooling receired by the
pupils. A borticultural exhibition shows what
the gaxdeneis and fliSl have being doing to

bHÉÜÉddÈIIÃENA. Â.

improvo the growth of fruits and blosome. church as w
in much the same way the pubi!c exercises of stated as a
all Sunday-sobools should show what culture scholars hai
the young have been receiçing. If this prin. many bave
ciple be kept in view the femtival will bhow old onougtu
fi Dits that have ripened in the .hours of the b&ould bu na
$chocl. amOunt of r

Let us take the muqic of the festival as an Sions and c
example. It is usually compo4ed. of carols running the
upecially learned and practieed. The excel- the congrega
lence of the music speaks of the training of' should appe
the school in this departnent. Ais many finances '.1
teachers know te their own los, this training is a test of
bas occupied undue tine, substracted too often ohould be ceo
from ibe lesson period of the .ession, or bas ing years, B
muppianted the Scripture study entirely. Time trograde preo
for practising musiocan begained by beginning An enliver
the session a quarter of an hour earlier and the judicions
omitting the review of the lesson. Again, simple emble
the excellence ot the school at it.. festival in claie present
minging carola is perhaps exceptional, and the offe'ring. Th
music at the weekly sessions i flt. and mono. the fact tha
tonous. While the carold are appropriate and ties bufficien
well selected, the hymns week alter weec are su1ch anniver
wrappropriate te the lespon. and the tunes blems se th
cither tue old or, what is worse, too new. The Lhirty new dt
testival music, it seems lo us, should represent geneaul use o
only such averago excellencies as the common than once in
level of the suhot I session maintains. IL would erate and feL
be more advantageous to the school at its anni- by adopting
versary to sing well a chant that is a steady built up or
Ieature of the church or Fchool service than to so as to devel
render the lIalleluiah Chorus. It must be re- The monogr
membered, of course, that appropriateness ini of Christ in
the musie for a festival demands caroN adapted out of wood
ta the season or day, but interpersed among the framewo
the carols should b. one or more musical classes. Anty
efforts which show exactly whatthe school is give cuts of
duing te train and perfect the young in general and ued siné
worr-hip. the cross and

The sane principle can be exempliSed and the shephued'
applied in bringing the children forward. Wu triangle; the
hear, now and then, of exercises whore somoe the lantern; t
child ic put prominently fortvad to sing or the Booik, an
disclaim. Fortunately in our chturch mchools be used as t
this kind of nonsense is a rare exception ; but, blem as in b
on the other hand, we give but little opportun. tien friom a
ity for the childien te take any part beside the produce at m
minging. Now, the one thinig that children delight the e
erj ,y is having a part in the exelrcises thom- signe can ba p
sulves. To securo this properly room should text or title
bc provided for responsive exer'ci.es in which letters prepa
the .whole schoul can piove t.huir rcady prttui.- ing cach clas
pation with earnest, hearty voices. lui re. A Itramework
fonses clearly, but not boisterou-lv, rendered, ilayed in ord
aie un enlivening feature in any retligious exer- wu eau baud
cise, and prove the training of the young to cari alo be
take part in regular churth worbhip. There lighted o i
yet remains a higher exhibition of the school'is is iiterle.stilg
fruilulne-s in catechizing. the review of ut' fliwers fO
some part ut the year'is study, the proof by that, the col
clear, ringing answers that solid instruction thuught premse
hus been rcuived, should be a part of the pub. purity und j
lic programme. A public gathering in which ing, love and
meet parents, teachers and cbaldren, is an op- bined are si
portunity for narking progress, and challe iges Bi ue is the @y
all the participants te bring a plentiful hàrves4t expr'esses hop
of sheaves from the fieldt of study. The first Violet is a pa
ripe sheaf was waved before the Lord as an Of glor'y, and
offering by the Jews in their feasts. Now the and Divinity.
first ripe sheaf of the Sunday-school is a well Christian s3
prepared answer to a question. It would ho Church was
welI for every school to b. put to the proof as art, and it i
to how it has been iastructed, and to be re- centuries of
quired to evince in the answers of its pupils the sign langt
that it bas a clear comprehension of the truth ut' the favoriL
or the fact represented by the festiyal aeason the vine; th(
through which it is passing at the hour of the rept esent Ch
public celebration. God was the. d

Wheu the festival is an anniversary the lied holinecs,
annuai report is to be read. There is ample gentleness. T
room in isuch reports for rnere boastfulness. were favorite
The opportunity templs to a lIberal statenent Emblems of
of names on the roll. 'heà one thing left out three circles,
is the average attendance. The comparison The cross, th
between the names on the roll and the average were much u
attendance is the only real test of a school's persecution.
work. The numbr of lchildien who atend oberved thaL

ell as Suinday-school, should be
feature of the work. How many
e become communicants, how

een contir med, and how many are
to be confirmed, but neglecting it,

ned in a well d igested report. The
money given by the school to mis-
arities, the amount ab orbed in

school, the amount contributed by
tien for the su pport of the chu0l,
ir in the trcurui'ers exhibit of the
bis fruit of attendance and giving
the ufficiency of the sci ool which
mpared with the workof preceed-
o tliat piogesa be mmied and re.
ented.

ning feature of an anniverlary is
use of emblems. Teere are the

ems of twenty years ago, each
ing a motte and a design with its
is exper iment has a drawback in
t ingeniuity fails to discover nove-
t to bulIjly the demand, and one
sary exhausts the stock of em-
at the iext year the twenty or
eigns cannot be found. No such
f eiblems can be adopted oftener
four Or five years. A more mod-

abible use of emblens is posible
one large design whieh can be

filled in with bouquets of flowers,
op belore 1he eyoâ of» the audience.
m of' 1. 11. 8 , or the monograin
Greek letteig, can be fashioned
by any carpenter. with holes in

rk for bouquets offered by the
hanlb>uk of Christian art will

emblems which can be e:.arged
gly or combined; as, for instance,
urown ; the crosa and an anchor;
ô crook and crown; the star; the
sceptre; the ladder; the alitar;

the lump; the shield ; the sword;
d muny others. The hield may
he background for any single em.
eraldry, and with a little instrue-

person of' Lasto a godi fi ,rit cai.
oderate cise an etrit wich witl

.ye. An ualimited v.riety of do.
roduced by takingan appropriate
of Chrizt, and having the singlo

red separately by a fl ,rist, allow-
s in the schoul to offer a latter.
on which these letters .an be dis-
er cau be prepared by any one
le a carpenter's tools. Sentences

nade ot gas jets and the letters
by one. Tho zymbolism of colore

in this corjneution, as the choice
r a design ïshould bo nanaged so
our bhall barmoniza with the
nted. Wbite is ued to represent
-y. Red is the emblern ut ouffer-
atonement. .Rdd and white coin-
gniticant of love and holiness.
mbil of heaven and truth. Green
c and victory, t ho color ofspring.
ssien color. Guld is the emblein
belungs to all symbols of royulty

ymbolism in. the early agee of the
les fantastic than in medieval
s te ihe bymboliém of the earliest
Christianity that we uran to find
uage of faith in its purity. Soin
e sym bols of primitive days were

lamb; tho fish ; the lion :-to
rist; the emblem of the Spirit of
ove, whose white plumage signi-

and whose nature suggested
he olive tree and the palta branch

symbols of peace and victory.
the Trinity were the triangle,
the threo leayed clover (trefoil).
e crown, and the lamp barning,
sed in the ages of darkness and
In the use of embleins it is te be
the ha alwa;i bo.a a wAdeno


