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p p.,sleep N ow] cannot certainly say that
~he reoented of +his wickedness previous
thls time.: but 1 judge it wasso; for
i as he slept that mfrht upon his:hard bed
. the angels of, the Lord came - -down to
hlm, and the Lord God. hlmself looked
_'down in, kmdness upon him and- gra-
,cxously promlsed to gulde and keep him
in a]l the way he should go, to_bless
;qu prosper hlm, and to brmg him safely
yt0 theland, he was then leaving. .
- I do not. wonder that the, _young man
,Asaflb'vvivhen he awoke, . ¢ “ The Lord is in
this place ;, it is.the. gatc of heaven.”—
;'He fe]t that God, was present there, and
:'he named the place Bethel. In the
house of God, when: we see the gate of
heaven opened and in faith behold the
_.Lo;d smllmg graciously upon us, it is
y _'mdeed . Bethel to-our souls. His soul
p,ﬁlled wuh love and _gratitude, he deter-
.,mmed here to leave a monument for:
hlmself and for.. others, of. the gracious
;appenrauce of God to him ; and he took
_that very, stone, on whlch hxs hea.d lay,
)yhen the: heavenly vision ; appeared to
i, : ancl he satitupfora memomal,and
poured mllupon 1t thus consecrating it
.af e.holy altar unto the Lord Jehovah;
o.nd then in this _place, this house of
God with this monument to.remind
Jhim, of his obh«a.txons, he vowed.a vow
,um‘.o the Lord 411 God will be with
and keep me in this way that I go,
and,wxll give me. bread to eat and rai-
ment ;to put -on—of all that thon shalt
glve me_, 1 w1l1 surely give a tenth unto
thee o
1 shall not now mquu-e how the Lord
yypqld use the tenth that Jacob promised
o giye. hun nor, sha.ll I inquire, why
the Lord who owns the cattle upon a,

-thousand hills, should: wanxt:one;ténth

of Jacob's. flocks.; neither-will.ive  waste

| oiar time to:enquire-whether: Jacob,cpuld

find. use, in the :service of - Giod, for ane
tenth of all the great:possessions.which
afterwards came into his hands.; But
I would enquire of you—all vye- whqm

' God hath - blessed, and who,live upin
the-fruits.of his_bounty-—haye.you. fol-

lowed 'his ‘example 2- -Look !ati him,,:I

_pray you,:a poor . wanderer:from his-fa-
-ther’s house.

See ivhat.he asks.of God
when he makes his vow. :.-Hle doesingt
say, if thou wilt give.me.a thousand
rams and ten: thousand sheep; and. fiocks
and herds, such as my father;has;; but,
if thou wilt -give me food -and:rajment,

‘then -I will give. one tenth.of .allwito
.thee.

Jacob made.a. vow when;he was
poor;.and I have often: thought,.per-
haps if he had waited:till;he had conte
out of Laban's house, with all his.cam-
els, his he goats, flocks, -and - nien: ger-
vants, he would have thought as some
wealthy Christians, I fear, .now.think,
one tenth-.would- be . too::much——-more
than the Lord requires. I: believeiit.is
easier to form good principles..omthis
subject before the deceitfulness of riches
choke. the path of duty. - sk

Let me say a word to all Are you
poor 2—-just beginning .life—just: enter-
ing upon its active  duties’ for .yourself?
"The field is all before you. In the smile
of Providence only will you prosper.—
Do you wish todo all your duty? The

-Bible gives here an ‘example in-benévo-

lence. Are you rich ?- Has:God-alvea.
dy blessed your basket ‘and your stors?
Surely you can' well: anditruly give

back a tithe of what he has so freely

given. Are you neither rich nor poor?



