drz affecting Hiftory: - )

fhall wnfh to makea (hort retreat from the |
bufile of (he world, our holy houfe will
atford.you a p:aceahle afplum.’ "~

It was ‘not but with great difficulty,
nor cven till much time after, thaty by
the repeated folicitations of Frances, and
her uncle,” Ifabella was prevalled on to
relinquith. enurely, her intentions of en-
tering 6n a monaftic life. She refided for
fome time, in her fathes’s venerable old
manfion on lhc Medway, accompanied by’

“a widowed aunt, her fathér's fitker ; who, -

" at intervals, aucndcd her on vifits to. Fran.."
ces,.and alfo af particular feafons, to the
abbot, at his houfé, which was a noble
building, adjoining to the monaftery of
St. Auguﬂm.

Tt was in' 6ne of thefe vifits:to her unclc,
that the became acquainted with Henry de
Belville, bezween whofe father and the ab:-

. bot there _had Jong fubfifted a moft firm
fnend!htp. He was of good birth, though
much inferior to Ifabclla in fortunc; hisfa-
ther's eftate having greatly fuﬁ'ercd in the
confufion of thefe turbulent times.

Belville was now in his twenty-ninth
year; his figure was grzceful, and manly,

_and, to a dnfpoﬁuon as amiable as his per-
fon, was joined an undéranding “both .

quick and ftrong, and which had been im- .

proved by the moft extenfive gducation,
that the fathion of the age allowed. He
"had been fent'to travel ovér Europe, had
refided in- feveral of its principal courts;
and was dow- on’ his return .from a (hort
exp edition into- France, and had flopped
at Cznlerbury, to pay his rcl’pc&s to the-
abbot, and’ 0 deliver him certain lcucrs
»with'which he had been charged.

. Relville, on hlS firft return to England, .
a few years pre¢icus.to-the prefent peried,
liad becn hionoured by. the patronage of

Richard duke of Glougéfter ; near whofe

- pesfon he held an _eniployment, which
could not long d:(penfc with' his abfence:
~ for that prince, being now mounted on the
",throne of Lngland, the’ wholc nauon Jwas
thrown inro an hoftile flate. .

C lewilt! "ot be wondered’ aty- |f afrer Bel-
ville and Ifabella had bees a few days. to-
gether, their _matual accomphmments,
and their mutal ‘defire to pleale, fhould
“have madc them much charmed with one
another. Belville fcl: himfclf. enamoured
of his{air compnmon, :and had the fatis- -
" fa&tion to pcrccwc that his attcnuon to.,

* her -was. not. thrown away. .
.togk lezve, after, a ﬂmr} time, . to go.to
Londan, yey: he found “an excufc for. re.

.. turning .very: (och; and’ luvmg reafon 1o :

think he had niadea favourable’ |mpre(ﬁon

' pofed they hould refide. f

‘hxﬂoncal tranfa&:ons

was carried, with feveral ‘others, wounded :

_dent,together with the. many brui

,approachmgsdemh. D

I‘hough hc e
*ﬂattenng himfelf - with-
'of h1ppm¢:fs :that virtue; fortune;: ‘and.

‘could.- prefent to” his: :msg\nauon
“now. pi€ure him: fRrétéhied on a.podor pa e

on !fabella, Jdid’ not long huftau: to, pro...
: 5 'furrounded by a parcel of, mendlcantfnar
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‘engaging a woman, Hxs offer wal not lefs
pleafing to Ifibella, than it was to_her.
uncle and- Frances ; the ”lancr of whom

.agreed to give up to her fifter, her nght in:

the Caftle of St. Clair, where it was pro-

Every thmg was  preparing for thexr .
nuptials’j- and nothmg could wear a fairer-
face of profperity, than di ‘this purpofed'
union of true and difintertfied aﬁ‘c&:on.
But the fuccefsful progrefy that the arms

of Henry of Richmond,-now made in'the
kmgdom, had obliged Richard to oppofe
them with . his utmoft force,. and to fum-
mon all'his fervants toattend his camp’; a-
mong whom, as 1 before mentioned,was the
intended bridegroom j 'who, -at this tnmg,

“would moft willingly have waved the fer-
_ vice, had not hisown mc; fenfe of hononr,

and his zeal for bis royal mafter, overcome.
every private motive, - |, . i

Were 1 to follow c!ofcly the manufcnp:
from whence the fubﬂance of this ftory is
drawn, it would- lc:ld me inté ‘fome of ‘the
of ..thofe tlmcs.
which are already’ fufﬁcncndy known 3
‘only itis worthy of- being remembered,
that there are encomiums beftowed on thc
"chara&er and perfon of Richard ; upon
both of which,. hiftorians have thrown fo
much deformnty. 1. fhall lhe:efore pafs ;
over. thofe clrcumﬁances, which'are, fo-
reign to my fubjeft;: and only obfcrve, :
that the unfortinate, Bellvnlle was: among’
thofe'of the king’s' foﬂowers, who‘(hare' '
the fate of their royal mafter in’ Bofworth -
© Figld; He was near Rlchard in great par:‘
of the battle, and was alfo a witnéfs of his"
death, and his own -horfe. bcmg killed -
under him, either by the fall, or by bcmg.
trampled on in the ponfuﬁon, his thxghi
was brolken ; ;-‘and, after Rlchmond‘s party-
had obtained the vn&ory, this gallantyout

into Lexceﬁer, where, his- rank:. .b ir
known, he was lodged ina monaﬂcry
Black Friars; in that ..lty. S

‘His page Bertram, - ‘who had fe:ved h
from his infancy, took care that every

. fiftan'ce fhould be procured him; “buc.- thc v

fever, whick was occaﬁoned by the acc;-'
he*

had r:ccwc'd neither gave himfelf, ‘or.thofe l
about him, .any other profpc&, bu! that'of.-

Thofe whd contcmplatc i
wccks befare, in the full v;bour of . youth,
vcry expc&at

.union.with' one of the lovheﬂ of wom

hls countenancc (hrunL and wan,




