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Tt may be asked: Is there any particular form of
baptism? Iask, then, why have this in the Serip-
ture: that it is the form of tho burial of Christ? 1f
you destroy the form you destroy tho thiug itself.
The form s necossary to the existence of the ‘thing
iteolf.  Paul says we are buried with Him in bap-
tism, and Christ saya: ¢ Excopt a man be born of
tho wator and of the Spirit he cannot onter into the
kingdom of heaven.” And cortainly he cannot be
born of & cupful or half full, In Heb. x., 22, Paul
mays: ‘ Having our hearts aprinkled from an evil
consocienco and our bodies washed with pura water,’’
Theheart is to he upriukled from an ovil conecience.
In Ex., xxiv. 8, Moses took the blood and sprinkled
it on the people, 8o our hearts are to be sprinkled
with the blood of Christ.

1 In 11 Kings, v: 1-14, Naaman was told to wash

¢himeelf in Jordan, and he went and dipped himself

“ sovon times in the Jordan, and was cleansed of the
disease, Mon of more than ordinary learning will
toll you that ono of the meanings of baptism is
washing. - How do we determine the meaning of
aword? What is tho law of languags: We do-
termine it by the root mieaning. And there is not
a Greek scholat who does not know that the root
meaning of the word baptize is to dip, to bury, to
plunge. And one meaning is to wash. We have
it illustrated in the Scripture I have quoted. The
prophet commanded Naaman to go and wash him-
solf seven times in the Jordan. Aud as tho Scrip-
tures say: ‘* Having our bodies washed in pure
‘water.”

Thore are just six things necessary in Christian
baptism. The first is water (we cannot have Christian
baptism without water); the second is much *“water"
the third is into the water: the fourth is buried;
fifth, born; and sixth, up out of the water.

With reference to the firat, in Aots xiv. 47, Peter
says: ‘ Can any man forbid water, that theso
should not 'be baptized who have received the Holy

~ Ghost as well 08 wel” We must have water to
baptize.

With reference to the second, in John lii:23:
And John also was baptiziug 'in Znon, near to
Salim, because there was much wator there.”
There as much water there.

The ‘third, into the water: In Mark i, 9-10, we
have the statement that John baptized Jesus *‘into"’
the Jordan. The old translations has it: ¢ John

baptized Jesus in the Jordan *'; the translations of
1884 has it, ‘‘into the Jordan.” Butone asks:

“ Does into mean into or olose to7” We read in
the Bible that the swine ran down into tho sea and
were drowned. Wa do not undorstand by that
that they ran down close to tho sea and weore
drowned. Woe also read that Daniel was cast into

the lions’ dar, and that if we are faithful we shall’

be adinitted into heaven, We do not understand
by these that Daniel was cust close to the lions’
den, nor that we shall be admitted close to heaven.
Into means into and nothing olse. Hence, both
John aud Jesus went down ianto the water, and
Jesus was baptized by John into the Jordan.

The fourth is burial. In Rom. vi. 4, Paul says
wo are ‘ buried with Him by baptiam.” Woe all
know what death is and what burialis, God has
selected universal language, about which there shall
be no controversy.

The fifth is birth, In Johniii. 5, we road, ¢ Ex-
cept a man be born of water and of the spirit, he
shall not see the kingdom of heaven.”

The sixth is *‘ out of the water.” In Matt. iii.
16, we read that whon Christ was baptized he camo
¢ atraightway up out of the water;’ and also Mark
i, 10, *“Jesus went up out of tho water.” The
Son of God went down into tho water and he came
up out ‘of the watsr. * Have we not evidence here !

n, ngam, onr)e asks, ¢ How could Peter, on’

the.dafof Pentocoat, baphzo three thousand people
~sinodbdsy'?” We Haveit iu Mitt. . 10, that Jesus
uont‘for the seventy to preach, and in vi. 10, ha

sent the twelve, Sevonty and twelvo are oighty-
two—oighty-two porsons on the day of Pentocost
commissioned by the Saviour. Then we have
eighty-two into threo thousand.--thirty-six, Thus
wo have thirty-six porsons to bo baptized by each
man, Could not a man baptize thirty-six in one
day 7 I could baptize them in twenty minutes.

Then, agsin, says ono, *‘ Was thero much water
nbout Jerusalem 7" I answer that Jerusalom was
one of the best watered inland cities in the world,
Wo have tho statoment in the Bible that there wore
many pools thero, and that thero was much water
there,

Baptism is tho form of burial and resurrection of
Christ. It is the answor of a good conscience. No
word in the Bible that is ever translated bury or
sprinkie is transleted baptize. That ought to settle
tho quostion forever. And no word ever translated
baptizo is evor translated sprinkle.

Again, one asks, ¢ What of the hundred thou-
sands of people that have been sprinkled, are they
not saved 1" I answer yes, ¢ Thoy lived accord-
ing to the light they had, But we, with our light,
will be held to account.

We road in tho early history of the Church that
immersion was the practico of the primitive church
but when it becameo inconvenient it was changed by
the privats. The primitive churck kuew nothing
olse, It was changed for human ressons and not
Bible reasons, Dean Stanley says that no church
historian or great scholar would call {his in ques-
tion, but that immersion was the practice of the
primitive church, Martin Luther, the great re-
former, says that we know that our Saviour inati
stutod the form of immersing tho whole bedy in
tke water as the form of baptism. The great pur-
pose is to get back to the primitive practices which
our Saviour taught —* One Lord, one faith, one
baptism.” Ono says, *‘ How shall we know?"
Oue says this, and another says that is right. We
want to do just what our Saviour wishes us to do,
And the Bible, the word of God, says there is one
Lord, one faith and one baptism. Will you accept
his word ?

Tho question is, Had the Church of Rome the
right to change the original practice? We believe
in no ‘creed but Christ, and no rule of faith and
practice but the word of God. Follow this and
you will live right and die right.-~Christian Oracle.

THE DEAD DISCIPLE,

I was speaking of such a one, when my friend
exalaimed, *‘ But I saw him pass here not an hour
ago, apparently as well as any man.” I cannot
help that, The disciple I saw was dead, snd 1

‘have so mauy proofs that ho was dead that I can-

not be mistaken aboutit. I will hand the facts
over to you, and you may judge for yoursolf.

1, He was motionless, Something of a sign of
death that, I think. The book that treats of auch
things, which I am fn the habit of consultiug, says
that living disciples ‘‘run the race that is set be-
fore them,’ and * walk and are not faint;” and
that they *‘labor™ and ¢ strive,” and fight the
the good fight of faith,” and all that. But not
one of these things did I see tho disciple in question
doing.

2, And he was cold too, which is death-like
certainly., And cold he was, at the place where, if
theore bo coldness, there certainly must be death,
4., e. at the heart. A man's heart cold, and yet he
lives! Who ever heard of such a thing? The
heart keeps warm till the last, as I have always
underatood the matter, and when the warmth there

‘is all gone, then itis all over with a man, aud he is

dead,
3. And when I add that he was spoechless, you
will certainly begin to think I am not mistaken

.about his being dead. Living disciples know how

to talk, for I haveit from the eminent medical

saved ;

work above reforred to, that thoy that ¢ of old
foarod tho Lord, spnke often ono to another.”
And much is said sbout ‘¢ exhorting one another.”
And disciples that have life are known to pray,
and to beseech and to entreat, and counsel, and
adviso, and 8o on; all of which implies speech.
But ho was speechless of whom I now write, And
I could not but put this in as one of tho proofs that
he was dead.

4, 1pholl add but ono proof more. All the
offorts made to bring him to life utterly failed.
Thoro wero some very stringeut applications ueed.
1 saw some of the physicians in the country take
him in kand., And verily they used such agencios,
that if there had been any life in him, they must
have brought it to light. They locked up tho old
medical books, and in tho bost one of them all, they
found an account of a vory extraordinary remedy,
which was to be used in such cases. It was
‘¢ sharper than any two-odged sword, pioroing to
the dividing asunder of tho joints and the marrow,
and a discerner of tho thoughts aund intonts of the
heart.,” ‘Tho medical men united in affirmicy that
thore was nothing in their whole stock that was to
be comparod with this. And they said if this did
not restore animation, thore was au end to all thair
resources, and they must give up that the disciple
was really dead. And they tried it, anud Iam a
witness that they did it faithfolly, but not a apark
of life could they find, He was u dead disciple.
That is the whole of it.

That disciple being dead as the abovo facts amply
tostify, I shall take the libsrty to deliver a short
sermon over him.

1. He died as a fool dioth, He had no business
to die. It was his business to live. Thore was nota
human being more unworthily ocoupied than that
disciplo when ho lot the spiritual pulse stcp beat-
ing. The highest authority that is known in the
univerge had enjoined that he should bo ‘‘alive
to God ;" and he was as much bound to _obey that
injunction as any other. And not. to keep it, was
as great an act of folly as any human being could
possibly commit. )

2. He was a suicide. Poople heve to die, when
certain circumstances ocour. Thoy cannot. help it.
But it was not 8o with the disciple.- Thero was no
mote need of his parting with spiritual life than of
his committing theft or murder. And he knew it.
He was bidden to live, by voices sweet as the
angols, and louder than the waves of the sea. Aud
he ought to have obeyed them, And a shame it
was, and a great sin, that he did not obey them.
The Bible told him he must not die, and conscionce
told him to live godly in Christ Josus. And faith-
ful Christian friends lifted up their voices. But it
was all in vain. He would die.

A dead disciplo! There is something sad in the
thought. If it was only natural death we might be
comforted. But it was worso than that. It is
spiritual dealh. There is occasion for great lamen-
tation over him. He will take part in that lamen-
tation himsolf by and by. 1 wish to.see him weop
now, that he may not loment forever while suffer-
ing tho death that never diea ! Saon,

HOW CAN I INJURE 4 CHURCH ?

1. By being always late.
2. By missing one service out of three.
3. By criticizing my minister and fellowmembers
4. By oroaking.
6. By leading an inconsistent life.
6. By indulging in small and petty prejudices.
¢. By making no effort vo induce othors to attend
the church.
8. By being a looker-on instead of a workor-on.
—Exchange.
b . ]
Abolish free will and there is nothing to bo

abolish free graco and there is nothing

#herewithal to save.—3t, charql.



