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‘The Oanada Temperanco Act, contmonly known as the Scott Act, has
been passed in sovoral counties and onv city in the Provinco of Ontavio, nnd
Your memurinlists boliove and know, that the votes of the electors have huon
givon without that intelligent kuowledye of tho probable oftects of the propossd
leginlation, which they can only obtain when full and reliablo information of an

official character is at their command.  Statemonts and argumonts directly con- -

tradictory and antagonistic were made and put forward, respectively by tho
supportors aud vpponsnts of the Act, aud thu clectors hsing without relinble
daza by which to judge, wore not in a position to bring to buar on.the subjoct
that intelligenco which the dasiding of & quastion of sush uoment requived.”

Thissame liquor party spent large sums of money in employing
men and circulating literature to inform (2) the électors as to what
the Scott Act is, and how it works, yet these electors are still
“ without reliable datn.” What sort of duta have the Anti-Scott
orators been furnishing to them ?  The clectors were well informed
by scores of earnest. truthful men on our side of the discussion;
but one cannot help being amused at the coolness with which these
men charge their own advocates with falsehood and at the some
time deny the fact that the facts were fairly laid before the publie
by their opponents,
| The second clause of this remarkable document reads as fol-

OWS :—

_**Tho terms of the Act provido that bofore it is voted upon a potition shall
be sigued by a certain percentage of the electors, the intent avidently being th it
the signing.of the petition shall bo purely voluntary, and that no coercinn,
intinidation, or other unduo mcans should be used to procuro signatures,
Novertheluss, it is notorious that thoe potitions have been hawked about by the
:.d\'ocatgs of tho Act, and olectora have been coerced and intimidated into aflix-
ing their names thereto,”

Well, let it be assumed for argument’s sake that in sonie cases
such a state of things did exist. There could be no such intimida-
tion at the ballot-box. There, at least, the electors would express
their opinions frecly, and our opponents can point to no case in
which our vote fell short of our petition. Stop! There was a peti-
tion gotten up by the liquor men in Halton praying to have the
Scott Act repealel.  They claimed to have more that two thousaud
names upon the -petition, but they only polled 1767 votes in its
favor. This does look as if some people had been induced to sign
the petition by some influence from which they escaped when they
got to the polls. An accusation is sometimes a confession: these
‘men have made a very suspicious-looking accusation.

Many other statements in this strange petition are equally in-
consistent and absurd. We have not space to deal with them in
full. They merely restate long since refuted fullacies about our
taxation, our barley mark:t, etc, ete. Ax a specimen of the con-
sistency that characterizes them, we subjoin some extracts from
different parts of it, and respectfully ask the petitioners which of
them we are to believe :—

1. From clause 4:

‘ Although tho contrary is asserted by tl ¢ advocstes of the Act, it is a fact
known to your inemorialists that whero the Act has been passed and an attempt
has been made to enforce it, the consumption of liquor,—that is ardent spirits—
has not diminished, but on the contrary has iucreased, and although the use of
beer and wines has been greatly reduced, indeed has almwost ceased, thoincreased
consumption of ardent spirits has more than counterbalanced it.”

2. From clause §:

*¢ Lurge atocks of liquors have been finported and manutactured on which
largo suins of money have beon paid to tho Government in the way of customs
and oxcise dutics, and tho passages of the Scott Act seriously dimihishes the value
of th-s¢ goods, and should the measuro Yo genorally adopted and enforced weuld
make thein unsalealle. * * % % % Brewcrics and distilleries have been
erccted at great expense with the sanction and encouragement of the Govern-
ment and the passage uf this Act, if it becomes general, would tofally destroy the
valite of this class of property.” ’

The petition closes with a series of requests. in reference to
which, and o the other documents presented and business trans-
acted at the meeting, we shall have something further to say at

another time.

.

Peterboro’ comes to the front. Rev. B. B. Keefer, General
Agent for the Alliance, has been laboriny in this connty for so-ne
time. The result of his efforts is that a general Convention for the
counsy has been.ealled to meet at Peterboro’ town, on March $th.
Temperance sentiment is unusually strong, and a grand victery for
the Scott Act is anticipated.

OUR APPEAL TO CAESAR.

———

EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL ADDRESS OF THE EXECUTIVE CUX-
MITIEE OF THE PROMIBITION PARTY. ,

Accopting as true tho verdict of scicnco aud of exporionce. that aleohol iz a
poison, to he nsed nd other poisons are used; Prokibitron demands that the
monetrous and destructive traflic in alcoholic drinks ba suppreased ; that the
importation, exportation, mauufacture, sals wud supply of these drinks, boing a
systom of wholesale poisoning and & gigwtic erime, shall be ontlawed, and the
powers of goverument oxerted to any necossary extont to dostroy the traflic.

Prohibitionista contend that the dotormination of this quostion is the
supreme issne in politics.  Ju accordance with this view they ontered tho prosi-
dontial cinvass of 1834,  Thoy deforred thow nomumtions until after all other
pwtivs had aent forth theie platiorms to the cowttry, aud made their nomins.
tions, when, finding that Prohibition was condomned by the dewocratic patty
and ignored by the republican, they nominated Hon. John P, St. John for
president and Hon. William Dauiel for vice-president upon a platform whoss
central plunk was Prohibition. Their aim was to force this issuo upon the
attontion of the pevple, and securo as many votos as poasible for tho candidates.
They sought to mnaka a beginning in the suprouro work of detormining how
many avo for Prohibition, and how many are oppossd to it.  They pushed their
canvass with what means they could command. Tieir candidates and many
others took the field and advocated their cause bofore the poople. It was found
that on the fourth of November nearly 151,000 votes hiad beon cast and counted
for tho Prohibition candidates.

By a peculiar enbination of circumstances theso fow voles becamo a mattor
of great importance, especially in the States of Now Jeraey, Connecticut and
New York. Theso states, notably the latter, decided the election as betweon
the two old parties. Messrs. Blaine and Logan, the republican candidates.
were defeated by a plurality of 1,047 votes in New York, and tho presidency
passed, as the house of ruprosentatives had dune two years bLefore, to the
democratic party, leaving only the sonato in control of the republicans, and that
by « bare majority.

When this fact becamo known, a most unexpected aud surprising rosult
followed. The Prohibition party were denounced without measure by tho
republicans.  The angey clamor continued long and loud, St John being
burned in cfigy in many places. At last the defeated party svught, by a wost
persistent and malicious libel upon Mr. St John, to make the people buliove
that the Prohibition candidate had been willing to accept of bribes which repub-
lican leaders confess they sought to offer him.  The most rativaal explanation
of the treatment meted out to the Prohibition party siuce tho clection is that a
hopo was cherished that the party might bs made odivus and stamped out of
existence. These cfforts, in some form, may be expected to continue. Thoone
thing which the advociites of the liquor traflic dread above everything olso istho
division of the voters into two partics—Prohibition and anti-Prohibition, and
whatever can do done will be, to crush such a movement i its incipiency.

Wo aro not inscnsible to the attacks upon us and oar pirty.  Wo resprct
the sober and intelligent judgment of cur fellow men.  While we have no
apolugies to offer for the exercise of our rights as American citizens, we wish to
explain that it wasin no spirit of recklessness or potulancy that the Prohibition
party acted in the late campaiga.  We had good and suflizient reasiny.  We do
not admit th it damage has been done to any riglteous causo. It is truo that if
the Prohibitionists of New York, or a part of them, had ignored their

rinciples and voted for Me. Blaine, he would have been elected, but no one

new this on the day of clection, and if it had been known, no valid
reason could be asigned why a Peohibitionist should vete for Mr. Blainerather
than Mr. St. Joha, ~ To the charges so passionately mado wo onter a geuneral
demurrer.  In dofense of our position, and as reéasons for our action, wd submit
the foltowing facts to a candid world : —

1st. Tho United States Gevernment issued during the year onding Oc-
tober, 1834, 183,283 **spocial pursnits™ to retail aleoholic drinks.  They were
jssued in all the States; thoss in which it is a penal offense, by State law, to
scll theso drinks, as well us in others. .

2nd. These tepresent nearly as many places whero olle or niore porsons
mako it thor business to sell poisoned drunks, at large prolit, to all whom they
can induce to buy. As might bo anticipated, overy mcaus is employed to
sccure customers. Not only moen, but women and children aro drinking in
theso **saloons.” .

3cd. The drinks vended are in demand for the alenhol they contain. Take
away this drag from the by, wine or whiskey sold, and 1o one would taste the
liquid a sccoad time. Of all tho poisens known, nene are ao seductive as
alcohol.  Its first effect is to promate recklessiuss, its later efiects are tempor-
ary madncss and destrustive disexse, both physical and mental,

4th. The salvons and their owners are maintaimng a constant war upon
socicty.  Maddeued wretches reel from the saloons to the streat, or to
thair howes to vent their insane caprices npon helple s women and children.
Although society, at the expense of tens of willions, mamntaing a standing
army of policemen, but little relief is afforded, Tho policeman is en the
street 5 the madmau is in his homo where he i3 king, and can inflict namcless
cruslties without molestation.  Every thonghtful inan s horeificd almost daily
by some frightful tragedy cansed by ateohol, but only a sunil fraction of the
cruaitics aud destraction it works comes to thoe light of day,

Sth, The drameshop is a school of crime.  All its nssociations and teachings
aro low, debading, brutal, tending to tein up men in whom recklessness
dominates the character, and ambition is to excelin brute force orin some form
of crime.  So nuinerous is this class that they constitute the problem of our
civilization,
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