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TRUTH desires 40 give, each week, information from
cvery part of the Temperanos wotk, Any fnfor
meation gladly received. Address T. W.Cassr,
Q. 'W. 8., Editor, Napanes, Ont.

prom—

A Plea for Prohibition.

What the result of a single day’s pro-
hibitionwill do in a city like Toroato may
be inferred from tho following paragraph,
Qijped from the Globe of Tuesday, Gth
inst:—

“s¢Yeaterday bLeing elcction day tho sa.
loons and taverns in the city wore all kopt
rigldly closcd, and tho result was y
perdeptible at the various stations, not &
ainglo prisoner being in custody for drunken-
T a8

Tl;e civic elections in this city were more
than usually exciting this ycar, and there is
good reason to beliove that, had all tho
liguor shops been open a5 on other dny’s in-
stead of tho ordinary dozen or scoro of
* drunks” boing arrested, there would havo
been double that number, On Christmas
day the astreots of the city contained a large
number of reeling drunkards, and thepolice-
men had a busy time ruoning them in; on
New. Year's day it waseven worse, but on
both those days tho saloons were open and
busy and tho imbibers enjo o full
liberty of tho subject” of which so much
boast is made, and many of them enjoyed the
full result of that ¢ liberty,” by beiug lock-
ed dp in the ce}h&}xoll;::te ni% t,;i;h o ttl;:
taxpayera enjoy the liberty of paying ex
m‘g’f'or csringyfot all these men, aa the
Polico constables and the Polico Court cares
for them.

. Surely the time will come when the peo-
ple will becomo fairly aroused to the fact
that the open saloonscause most of the open
drunkenncas, and that 20 long as the ono is
allowed by 1aw the otherwill go on, notwith-
standing the law &robibiultunder the pains
and penalties of fie and imprisonment.
1s'there any honestreason for supposing
that prohibition on other days would not be
as productive of good results as is prohibi-
tion on election days? Surely the argu.
mentainfavor of onetimeapply withasmuch
force to all'times,. We would do well to
give the experiment a fair trial at any rate.

" The Alliance Meeting.

The annual meeting of the Ontario Pro-
hibitory Alliance will be held in Temperance
Hall, Toronto, commeacing on Tuesday,
20th inst,, and it will continue three dayt.
Tho Executive are making arrangements for
& large and successful moeting, and agen
eral representation is requested. Public
mectings of some kind are expected each of
the three evenings, and questions of im-
portance will bo discussed by some of the
ablest men in the temperance work. Ar-
rapgements bave been made for roduced
railway fare to all wishing to attend. Full
particalars may be obtained on application
wtt}:: Secretary, Mr. F. S. Spence, To-
ronto.

Another Vote,

It is now officially announced that voting
or the adoption of the Scott Act will take
place in the United Countiesof Northumber
1and and Durham on Tuesdsy, February,
28th, Itisalso expectod that voting wall
tako place in  Lambton County some timo
* month. Several other counties Lave
meu: in their petitions and are waiting the
action of the Government to fix the time of
votirg.

G00D TEMPLARS.
Axorner Apprriox,—~Lowell Lodge, King
P. 0., York Countz. was organized on the
17th ult. by Bro. Wm. Boeasley, with fair
W of success. W.C.T., J. S. Green;
V.V., Mary Fanning ; W.S,, Wm, Blan.
chard; F.S., Alf dett; W.C, E. J.
Davis; W.T., Susax Hollingshsad; W. M.,
John Fraser; LG.., ie Green; 0.G.,
"Geo. Brett. Night of mecting, Saturday.
INCREASING,—~The Order apgux’a to boon
the inctesse n in Groat Britain, alter
aoms yoears of e

— ——— N Sormmtee

Lodge of the Beitish Inles ahows s nett In.
creave of 823 members over last years re-

Cot, HickiAN.—Arraugements have beea
made b{\ﬁm Executive of the Grand Lodge
of this Provinoe, with Col. J. J. Hickmau,
of Kontucky, to address thirty ¢r niore
meetings in various sections of the countyy,
in the intercet of Temperanéeand Templary.
Col. Hickman is one of the most eloquent
and prominent temperanco workers in $he
Unltod States, and bls nameo is well aud
{avorably known in Caasda in_conncction
with his former labora here. Much good
is ex})éctod from thoso moetinge. Tho ob.
joct in

work, organizing pew lodges and
strengthening those alveady at work, The
G, W, C. T, has authorizod Bro. Thomaa
Lawless, G. \V. C., of Napanee, to mako all
the avrangements for Col.” Hickman's mect
ings, and ies deairing his servicea wi

da well to write to that gentleman at once.
The meetings will probably commence in the
weatern section of the Provinco aho it the
1ast woek in this month. No time shonld
be lost in making application,

THE BABY IN THE BROWN COTTAGE,
T, 8. ARTHUR,
(Concluded.)

. ‘I’ve thought it all over, Mvs. Wilder—
over and over sgﬁn—md Mar, and I can
do it all,” said Hetty.

“Mary and vou! Why Mury is only
seven years old,” answered $honeighbor.
“She’s & handy littlo thing for all that.
g‘h!; Wwe can gol along, if thoy vion't take

.
‘“What does your father say-about it?
Has Mrs. Florence spoken to him
“Yes; 1 heard them talking it over,
MMrs, Florenco wanted to take baby right off,
but father said, wait until to-morrow.”
ba: It would, perhaps, he better for the

Y

It wouldn't be btteer for anybody,”
spoko out Hetty, in a strong and doci(fcd
manner. ‘‘And in particular, it wouldn’t
be for father,”
‘ Why not for your father 2” asked Mra,
Wilder.
Hetty's face grew hot, and then pale ; and
her voice choked a littlo at first, as she
anawered, *
“You know about father, how dreadful it
is. It will get worse if baby goes. I'm
sure of that. He loves baby., And now
mother's gone, I've thought his loving baby
80 might help him to—to—"'
Hetty paused; she could not speak the
word that was on her tongue, but tne neigh-
bor undurstood her.

girl,” said Mrs.

‘“You are a wiso littlo
VWilder, Iaying her hand on the child's head,
tendorly, ‘*and in the right I'm thinking,
Now tell me freply all that is in your mind.”

<¢It’s just this, Mrs, Wilder,” said Hetty,
her manner taking on the thoughtful
seriousnessof a woman. *¢Father lovca%mby,
and now that mother's gone he will feel
softer towards us all.  Mary aud I will do
everythiug to make it comfortable for him;
and we'll always keép baby looking so sweet
and clean that he'll love to come home just
to see him, instead of going to the tavern
when he shuts down the mill. If Mrs,
Florenco would give baby anice white frock,
and one with a white or blue spot in it, and
# pair of new shoes, I could keep him look-
ing oh, 8o lovely! Fat: couldn’t help
eoxmng right home from* « mill toscohim;;
and who knows, Mrs, ‘Vilder, leh,
tinucd, growing wann and hopful, “‘but
{ather might stop drinking altogzther, Oh,
if Mrs. ¥lorence would de this, and not
think of taking baby away 1"

“I'l see Mrs, Florence and talk with
ber,” said Mra, Wilder, as Hetty stopped

“Wil% ou? Oh, do, pleass, right away !
Tell her that it won’t bo good for us to let

lnbi go.”
Mrs. Florence, when all this was related
to her, was deeply moved., Sho had losta
dear baby two yoars boforg, and the clothes
it used to wear had been folded away in a
bureau drawer since then.
¢ Tho dear child shall havo her way,” she
answered. Then going to the drawer, into
which she had not looked for many months,
she took out threo aimost now frocks, one of
whitc muslin, and two of delicately figured
chintz; also thres pairs of stockin
of morocco shoes, and some underclothing,
and sent them to the motherless baby, ~

'e2 him ht.a h “he kissod and
glren fm:h“h%‘n.br:&“ H

specially to aid the Good Templar | the b
o
Y

con. | when he lifted his face from the bed-clothes

g2, 8 pair{}

tavern, snd tried to settle in his mimi what
was best to be done, He had promised the
baby to Mrs, Floreuce, but 'baby had

f fast timo, that he
e}t his dear little arms clinging around his
neck ull the mo as_he went about the
mill. How oould he lot him go? And
Hotty wae good snd thoughtinl, and o fond
?g baby. 1t would Lreak her heart ‘o give
iint up,
" \Phut a handy gitl Hetty is!” tho
miller daid to himself, as he remembered how
nice & Lreakfast she had got for him, and
bow clean and orderly everything was shout

e hoase,
As {t drow towards noon the miller bogan
to feel a little anxious about his yromise to
Mrs Flovenoe. 8hé was to have baby that
day. Whatit she had come for him alveady,
and then when he went homo at dinpertime
thero should be no baby to spring iute his
arme and hug him around tho neck.
In the meantime Hetty had reccived the
bundle of clothes, and with the bundlo had
come & m e from Mrs, Florence saying
&:’t sho had changed her mind about taking
Y.
*Oh, datling, Darling ! oxclaimed Hetty,
almost wild with joy, hugging and kissing
the baby, who crowed and laughed and hug-
ged and kissod her in return, as if he under-
atood and shared in her delight.
¢ Oh, but won't he look swoet!” she ex-
claiinod, as ho opened aud admired the
beauntifn] baby clothes, finer than anything
ho had ever worn.
¢ Father will be home soon,” sho said

to Mary. ‘“You set the table, and-I'll
wash petty and dress bim in this pink
slip with the white ruffled apron, and tie u

=

the sleeves with bows of blue ribbon. Ho'
Lo.ok 2 swoet that father will hardly know
m‘ 1]

So baby was washed and dressed in the
new clotbes, and I can tell you he did look
lovely. There was not a bandsomer baby ir.
all that neighborhood.

“Ho's g to sleep,” said Mary, who
saw his eyes Leginuing to droop. *¢Oh, X
wish he'd stay awake until father comes,”
But even as she spoke, the long dark lashes
{cll lowe: and lower until they rested on his

checks.

‘* You hold him until I put on a clean
gllow-we," and Hetty placed the sleeper

Ler sister's arms. A soiled pillow-case
was chmied for one of enowy whiteness,
and baby Iaid upon the bed where only »
fow days before his mother had slept the
slcep from which none ever awaken in this

world.

How lovelyhewas ! No wonder tho Little
sisters hung around the bed, so entranced
by his bosuty that it seemed impossible to
tear themselves away.

‘¢ Fathcr is coming,” said Mary, who had
turned her oyes to the window,

Hetty looked ont and saw him crossin
the road. His steps were quicker an
firmer than usual.

“X want him to see b&lx all alone by
himself,” And Hetty asahe spoke, drew
Mary from the room.

They heard a low sxclamation of surprise
from their father as ho cutered, and then all
was atill—still for so long a time that Hetty
began to wonder, and then to feel uneasy.
At laat, pushiuyg oie.n the door -ofﬁ{, she
Jooked in and saw her father on his knees
Ly the bedsidc, hisface buried in tis> clothes.
A littlo while she stood, almost La'dln  “er
breath. Sho was sbout closing ta~ door,

and fixed his cyes on the baby., Tears wet
his chceks. How fondly, tenderly, almost
reverently did he look at the slecping child
—pure as an angel.

A light movemint drew his atiention to
Hetty. Ho looked at her for amoment and
then said,

¢ Call Mary.”

The two children went u
took them in his arms, still kneeling, and
tried to speak to them. But sobs choked
back the words ho would have uttered. At
last, in the anil:l:h of repentance, and in
half despair of his own strength, Le cried
out.

0, Lord and Saviour, help me to bes
father indeed to these motherleaslittio ones 1”

Then a dcep quiet fell upon them. A
atillnese, as if oach listened for an audible
answer to the almost wild{lfr spoken prayer.
Hetty was first to break silence.

. father,” she said lduing him, anc
ton&erly stroking b4 cheek, ‘Wo’ﬁ de

Mary o I, to make it nloe for

to him, He

ud olean as the richest

sloe baby, ani though deatl, had
i iy, o, Jnl,

} baby in tho Jand |
“Oh, fan't he & darling! 3 *
Then they all arose and bent over th ;

ir dearcet one ‘aw‘a{, it was a long,
long time since thie waves of happiness had
floodod their hearts so doeplgr a8 now. ;
“he shadows that lifted that duy did not
fall agnin. The miller had dragged himaelf, |
by a strong effort, through stiength givea:
from heaven, out of a worso slough thaa-
Christian got mired in ere he mcgod the |
Wicket into. Onco moro on firm ground,
love for his baby, that grew more Winuing
overy day, and lovo for his good childres,
Hotty and Mary, who nover tired of doing-
for their father, God uscd an & means of
keeping Lis feot in the eafe wayaof sobriety,
Ho never went again satray.

@n_ﬁic—nud the Dramuy, :

Diar TrutH.~—Last week your resdes
very roluctantly bade farowell to their okl
and tried friend, *‘Sempronious.” Maay
have been the exprossions of regret at his
departure from among us, and if our genld
critic could have heard the flattering tributi
paid to his good qualities of head and heatt,
o would cortainly have fel¢ that this woeld
was somothing more than ¢‘a howling wild:
orness.”
In assuming the duties so ably, imparti.
ally and conscientiously discharged by
¢ Sempronious,” I am improssed withs
deep sense of my inability to fill. the plaa
in tho hearts of the readers of TRUTH whid
he has 80 long occupled. But I am surel|
will at least have their forbearance, and'w
#o become acquainted with each other,]
bope to enlist a share of their good
and affection, . :

In theatrieal circles, last wcek was per:
haps the dullest which managers will am
during the entire season. The attractionat
the Grand was tho ever popular succesm,
“The Black Flag.” Iam certainly safein
saying that scarcely any other piece woull
have drawn such largo and enthusiastic
audiences 80 soon after holiday week. The
company on this occarion was an unusually
strong one, and where each performa
merited unqualified and unstinted praise, i
would be invidious formo to culat
Huffice it to eay that Mr. Thorne, as-
hero of the play, fully suatained his well|
earned reputation a8 a clever and brilliak
actor. *

This week the powerful melodran
¢« Her Last Hope,” holds the boards atl
Grand. TLis play is by the well-known ¥,
C. Cowper, who appears in one of the le
ing roles. The piece, which is describeda
being one of the most fascinating and ints
esting which has visited Toronto for so
time, is playing to good business. ;

1 did not attend any of the ““Jesso Jam
performancesat Montford’slast week. I
thoroughly in accord with the sentimes
expressed by * Sempronious” last week
regard to the injurious tendency of .sod
lays az those of the ¢‘Jesse James” stam
{ courso tho theatre was crowded nigh
The audiences were composed mainly

oung men, whose purposcs und aims in B
Kn'c not heen made loftier or better
attending this questionable and demorals
in Emduction. .

%.’ is week the Tervenmier Dramatic O
arc at this thestre.

Alfter a brief interval of holidaying, #
Philharmonic Society bave resumed thef
practices. The rociety at its mext con
will prodoce “Gade's Crusaders” and %
magnificent cantata, “Fair Ellen.” . J,
the rest of the 'public. eagerly awair, i
announcemert of tho dates for the Philk
monic's noxt performance. !
The Toronto string quarteits- club
their sccond concert in the Convocation H
of the University, on Saturday alter
last. A large number of ladies aud ges
men were prescnt and -the performance ¥
greatly appreciatod. Ram‘l%in Toront
an opportunity given of bearing the m
of the great masters 80 brilliantly rende
O1.'this occasion the audiencs had the o
tional pleasure of listening to Miss Q
Cluxton, of Peterboro, a young vocsl
groat promise, .

-~

On the next % the miller, sobered by
thé Joss of his wife, kept away from the

o ents. The recent
Topori of the Secrotaty of the Worthy Grand

g

everything, Mary
youat home. And we'll keep baby asawest
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