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kiad habituslly, or been intorested In tholr
salo.

It has beoun 1ald down asa principlo that
*Freedom consists in doing anything we
pleaso that does not injure another,” “That
the exerciso of our natural rigits has no
other limit than their interference with the
tights of others,”

i am not awsre that these premises have
over boen disputed, and if admitted it must
follow that evory individual has & right to
scll his labor, or the produce of his labor, or
tho produce of another man's Iabor that he
wmay have reccived in oxchange for hisown ;
always provided that in so doing he is not
interfering with tho rights of others. On
the same principlo ko has a right to empldy
his own labor in growing grain, or fruit, and
in converting those grains and fruits into
auy other forms he may desiro as foods, des-
serte, or beverages ; that bo has the rightto
make beer, wine, or liquors, and to uso
them himself or sell to othors for thair use.
If thezo propositions are correct then the
wholefabricof prohibition falls to the ground,
and tho injustice of such lcgislation at once
hecomes apparent,

I presume it will be admitted that Govern.
h ents were established for the purpose of
sceering to individuals the undisturbed pos-
scsion of their natural rights, and, howover
& cat tho power thoy possess or may have
assumed, it is not without limit. Thoy
must bo guided by certain principles; they
must not trampls on tho rights they were
formed to protect. It will not suffice there-
foro to say, in discussing prohibition, such is
the law, and thelaw must be right ; it will
L3 necessary to show that its enactments aro
not epposed to those simple principles which
are the foundation of all rights.

1f theso premiscs aro correct, and the do.
ductiors drawn from them a logical conso.
quence, it will be of no use for prohibitionists
in defenco to point out the maguitude of the
evils that the abuse of liquor produces, the
poverty and destitution that may follow
such abuse, or the crimes that may affirm
it has causo to becommitted, Allthese will
be resolved into the answer toone question |
‘*Is prohibition just?” Ifthe answer bo in
the negative, they may rest assured that
whatever bs tho magaitude of tho evils that
are 2aid to follow, and to bo caused by the
consumption of spirits ; they havenot found
the right way of treating them ; and if they
cmploy or rely upon sny method thatattacks
cur freodom and interferes with our natara)
rightr, they aro acting upjustly towards
cvory individual, ond will never accomplish
the objects they heve in view.

Although I do not anticipato that thess
viows can be shown to be unsound, I should
indeed bs sanguine if I cxpected everyone
to be at onco convinced that prohibition is
wrong : it will therefore be necessary to
strengthen my own view of tho cate by
weakening that of my opponcents. X expect,
therefore, to be able to show :

1st. That tho ovils referred to are not by
any means such as arc usoally represcated.

2ad. That tho statements made by tem-
peranco advocates arc exsggerated and over-

strained.

Jrd. That the atatistics mado uso of to
show the cvils of intemperance uaderlicenso
law, and tho abatement of those cvils under
prohibition, are incorrect apd unreliable,

4tb. That the effect of liquor as a chemi
ralagent actipg on tho human syatem, is
nnt auch as to causo men to commit crimee.

dth. That the asscriion that from three-

ourths to nino.tenths of all crimes com-

mitted aro caused by liquor, is not founded
on {act,

6th That tho sum total of human misery
would bo very littlo lcss than now if liquor
did not exiat,

7th. That tho ovils creatod by theenforce*
mont of prohibition will Lo aa great as those
it will remove,

8. Aud that, therefore, if tho principle was
just, it is not worth what it costs; which
is the same as saying that if just, its en-
forcement would not bo advisable,
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THE BEGINNINGS OF ONTARIO.

No. 3.—The War of Independence and the
U. E. Loyalists,

1Y’ G MERCER ADAM,

Events were now about to bring into
greater prominenco not only the historic
*“Paas by Toronto,” but the region through
which the Indian trail led northwards to tho
waters of Lake Huron, the virgin sito of
Toronto itself, and the beautiful harbor
that lay near to the southorn outlet of ‘‘the
Pass”—the reed-covered delta of the Hum.
ber. From the fall of Quebec and the pe.
tiod of tho dismantling of Fort Ronille, a
genoration in the haunts of men was to
pass away ere wo again hear of Toronto,
or sco sign of rcucwed life and activity in
ita neighbornood, Nature was fast resum-
ing its sway ovor the place, and the little
clearing round the trading-post was again
being given up to solitudo, Meanwhile,
the drama of life was proceeding clsewhero,
and through the scattered colonies of the
continent thero ran tho pulsations of a
quickencd cxistence. Our last article end-
ed with the closs of French rulo in Canada :
this opens with a new cra of colonial his.
tory in America. Europesn settlements in
tke New World had hitherto mainly been
for trado ; now they partook of the charac.
ter of, and felt the desiro to be, a nation.
The days of great privileged companies,
with their hugoe land-grants and restrictive
monopolies, had passed, and tho tics,
cemmercial and political, between the
Mother Country and the co'onics, were al-
ready being sundered.  Britain's dream of
emprisc over the New World had been fully
realized, and the trading classes of the
“tight little sea.girt isle” threw up their
caps when she became mistress of the West.
crn Continens, Bat whils sho had bravely
conquered she could not wisely hold, Mer
warsin tho Old World had financially crip.
pled her, and she looked to the New to
have her coffers refilled.  Nor was tho de-
siro altogether unnatural. The public
debt of Eongland had been piled up largely
on account of her colonics; and it secined
rcasonable that with their growth and pros.
perity roturn should in aome mesauro ke
made to the Motler Country for what thoy
bad cost her, But how and in what zhape
was this to bo returned to her?! To lay
heavier dutics on her own imports would be
to tax herself, not tho colonics. To lay
them on tho colonies English statesmen
never drcamed would lead to revolt, To
tax tho carrying-trade was firat attempted,
and when this was kicked at, what was car-
ricd was then taxed, But as little was this
rclished as was the proposed but cancelled
Stamp Act, What took placo at tho port
of Boston, and wkhat came of it, aro too
well known now to take up apaco to enquire
into. \Vith their Dbirthright Dritish colo
nists had inherited British liberties, and
British libertics took ill with taxed teas.

But beforo wo tura this picture to tho
wall, let us look a littlo.closer at tho col
Japso of tho colonisl syatem in Amncrics,
and sco what ita cffects wero upon Cavada,
and how Toronto camo thereby to bo the
gainer. A month after tho capitalation of
Montreal, Georgo tho Sccond was gathered
to his fathors, as the historians minutely

chropiclo, in tho acveaty-scvonth year of

his lifo and tho thirty-fourth of his reigu,
His pago wont one morning, as Thackeray
tolls us, to take him his royal chocolate,
and bohold ! tho most religious and gra-
cious sovoreign lay dead upon the floor. The
intractablo monarch who succecded him
took the administration of affairs into his
own hands, and though he madoa mess of
things on this continent, ho was not lacking
in courago, and, when his mind was clear,
would brook littlo interferenco from
his  counsollors, But Georgo IIL
was unskilled in diplomaoy; and having
his own headscrong way, ho brought humili-
ation on B.itain; and after the lapso of
some years a pitiful malady fell npon him-
solf. Tho period of what is known as tho
“ King’s Ministry,"” extending from 1768 to
1982, covers the cventfuol era of the War
of Independence, in which the colonists of
the New World, resenting iaterference in
matters of trade from administrations in
London, and feeling that liberty was im-
porilled by the aggressions of tho Crown,
throw off alleglance to Britain and foanded
the government of the United States.

Burke'’s magnificent plea for conciliation
bore no fruit, aud the eloqueat warnings of
Fox and Chatham were wasted on the in-
solent Lord North. For atime British arms
met with their wonted successes, and the
hopes of tho young nation were far from
being clated. Montgomery had fallen at
Quebec, and Burgoyne had penetrated from
the St. Lawrence to the Hudson, capturing
tho stronghold of Ticonderaga by the way.
Brant and his Indians were carrying terror
through the valley of the Mohawk, while
Now York and the lower Hudaon were in-
veated by the flcet of Lord Howe. But
while the weary years of the unnatural con-
flict pasced, fickle fortano began to change,
and tho fates to amile on the arms of the
Young Republic. Tho Royalists met with
reverse after reverse, until the end came
with the surrender at Saratogn of General
Burgoyne, and at Yorktown of Lord Corn-
wallis. Victory finally rescdng upon tho
Continental arms, Amcrica achieved her
indcpendence and was formally admiited
into the category of nations. In this sho
was 1o littlo assisted by Britain’s hereditary
enemy, France, which nation, on the sur-
render of Burgoyne, not only hastened to
acknowledge the revelted colonies, but sent
an army to aid them in their struggle with
tho common foe. But the capitulation of
tho British generals was not merely the
capitulation of anarmy; it war the sur.
render of half of Britain's hold upen the
New World and withdrawal from the best
part of a continent. To the Loyalist “*the
lost cause ” was freighted with cvil, for to
him acd his it brought woe and desolation.
With tho succcss of the colonics came per-
sccution and tho loss of property. Then
was accopted voluntary ecxpatriation, with
its trials and privations, and thc aad cx.
pericnces of ~xilo in the wilderncssts of
Canada.

Much has been written about tho United
Empire Loyalists, on the ono band in dis-
paragement of their hostile attitado towards
tho new.born Republic, and on the other,
in well-deserved praiso ¢f their loyslty to
the British Crown, Qur own viow is, that
they made great and unduubted sacrifices in
abandoning their homes and posseisions for
o domicilo nnder the Old Flag, Somo of their
detractors have gono tho length of saying
the. their devotion to tho House ¢f Brune-
wick had pot tho merit of being ever a
acptimental ono—that they wero actuated
by wercenary motives; by party alliaces
with tho administration that had provoked
the war ; and by a epirit of Tory hoatility
to tho Whigs, who wore opposed to coorcivo
measures towards tho colonica, But this

[s surcly an extreme and an unfair view of
the matter, and a libel on the memory of
theso patriots, TParty feoling, then as now,
no doubt, ran high; and faction was almost
certain, ina great issuo then ponding, to
havo itsfollowers. But rebellion wasa sorious
altornative ; and with men who loved tho
Old Landandreveronced thoFlag, torenounce
the one and bo untruo to the other was a
step they might woll be oxcused from taking,
howover impolitic may have been the course
of Britlsh administration, and unjust tho
measures forced upon tho colony.

Oa tho othor hand, it may bo asked, wero
there not exccases indulged in by the parti.
sans of tho Republic ; covetous eyes laid on
the posseesions of truo men and loyal citi-
zens ; and taunts and gibes thrown at thoso
who wero known to look coldly upon tho
successos of tho Colonists in'revolt, and'who
lovea the land of their birthand honored the
home of their kindred? It would not bo
difficult to provo that this was but too
cruelly tho caso  Haliburton, in hiz ¢Rule
and Misrulo of the Eng'i h in America,”
affirms that ¢‘terring and feathering, and
other acts of personal outrage, became so
common in Massachusetts, that all suspocted
partisans of the Mother Country were ob-
liged to seck refuge with tho troops.” An-
other anthority 2aya: I could addace in.
stances of conduct in Loyalists that would do
tonor to human - ature; but there is ono
which I cannot pass over, becauseo it shows
with what firmness men will act when they
arc conscious that they havo taken tho right
sido of a question. A fort was rcduced by
the Americans on the river Savannah, and
such of the loyal militia as were in gar-
rison thero had the alternative offered them
of enlirting with tho Americau+, or being put
to death. Among tho Loyaliats wasa yourg
man who desired a few minutes to consider
the proposal, and after a short pausc he re-
solutely answered that he preferrcd death to
disgrace, on which account he was iminedi-
ately cat down.”

But whatever tho sctual fac's, and how-
over varied the motives that kept tho Loyal*
{sts from ylelding up thelr fidelity to their
king, there can be little question as to tho
hardships thoy cndured in abandoning thudr
estates in what was comparative civitization
for ® home in tho inhospitablo wilds of tho
trackless foreat. Few of their number, it
may bo, who, for theaake of a prizciple, had
the courage to prefer instant death rather
than bo untruoe to thoir convictions; though
many are known to have taken theirchacecs
of lifo or death with the British troops in
tho varswg fortures of the war. How
many after the close of tho couflict preferred
oxpatriation to living in a conntry that bad
won independenco through rebellicn, histmy
in hero to attest ; and theso were the men
who wero to form the brawa and muscle,
the mind and heart, of the new scttlemen’s
of Acadin and Canadv. True, the Loyalists
received largo gifts of the s0il in the new
land to wlich they had come, as some com.
pensation for their losses; but thess grants
wero such as any class of seltlers would be
likely to receive, under ary politic systan
of immigration, And as to tho inonoy ap.
propriation by tho Crown on their b hall,
in viow of what work lay tefiro ticm, as
pioncers of a new ard unopened country,
and deprived as they were of almoat cvery
thing their provious toil kad sccured to
them, no gencrous wind will eavil at, or g2y
that, contideris g thaic need, it was not
richly their due,

With tho peace of 1753, which the Ticaty
of Vernailles sccured, Lands of Loyalints
entered Canada fvom variowus gpointe, and
tettled in tho ncighborhoed <f Niagara,
round tho shores of Lako Ontario, up the
Bay of Quinte, down tho St. Lawrence, and



