TRUTH.

tieatment to which the mother-in-law is
subjected, Her velationship to others is
the butt of every witling ; her endeavors
t> do what gho considers to bo her duty are
resented and hindered, Sho is looked upon
aseninterloper and o trouble-maker, and
one whoso feelings may bo played upon
with impuaty. It is tho wife's mother
who s most amenablo to this unfair and
cruel treatment.  The woman who fillsa
similar relation ontho husband’ssido is com-
paratively exemnpt from it, for thero is hard-
ly aman so base as to axpose his own moth-
er toridicule or sutler her to be oxposed to
elight and contumely by others, But what
hewould not do orallow to bo said of or
Jdone to s own mother ho is often quite
willioy to say of or do to or allow othera to
say of or do to his wife's,

Tho burden of all these poor puny wit-
ticoms ut the expenso of the mother-in-law
is ker propensity to interfere in tho affairs
of the rising family.  In many cases she is
a vulow, loncly and without means,and has
thankfully accepted the shelter of her child-
ren's roof; or if in casior circumstances had,
toenjoy their society, consented at their de-
aure to mahe their house ber home. In doing
#0 the had no desiro to assumo the rcins of
demestie goverament;  nothing was farther
from her mind or wishes, for she well ro-
members her own carly  wifehood, and the
pride wath which she regarded her home
wiereignty.  She 1s not likely, recalling
tans, to willfully encreach on her daughter’s
domais, mauch Jess on that of her daughter's
hodami,  Here and there one may meet
with a mother-in-law whose instinct for con.
trol 1oy wthers and the aflairs of others may
vbhiterate these carly recollections, and be-
tray; her anto the folly of undue interfer.
ence, but such instances observation will
thow to In extremely rare,  We encounter
them ws we do exceptions in every class, and
these wie very exceptional indeed.  Experi-
cice 19, an this respeet, almost wholly in
fasor of the mother-inlaw, and for every
envin thus relation who canbe charged with
akreactung on the nghts of the young peo.
pl¢ thetd certainly eanbe found a dozen who
<an with rcason complain of encroachments
apon thurs,  Most married men, were the
quesiion plunly put to them, would be
furced 11 candour to acquit their own moth.
asan-lna of this hackneyed charge of need-
less it rierence,

What 1scalled interfercace is generally
aothing more than advice, which ought, in
thiscate to be respectfully and gratefully
recenad, snstead of being resented.  Who
bhas s Lutter right to advise a young married
eitph than the wife's mother.  She has a
il sight to tender her counsel. There
isthe sight which springs from natural af-
fection,  None but thoso who have them-
edies passed throngh the experience can
form .« stunate of what a mother gives up
when o daughter leaves her sido to become
A%, How largeagap inher daily round !
How sure a prop removed! How large an
axumulation of new nnxictics! How op-
pressive the feeling that her yearsof mother
I¥traning arc to boput to a severe test,
the result of which may redound to her hon.
azror bng her the greatest mortification !
And besides all this sho is parting with her
dearcst treasure, tho joy of her soul, her
%ol self,  Can one begrudge her the pri-
Vlege of advising ?

“he has aleo tho vight of matured experi.
e Mo aa famuline with most of the
dithiwitics whuch her child and her husvand
hatc o fuce, know how they ought to bo
cncoantered, and how they may bebest borne
“Tevercome,  \Would it not be unkind of her
to etand atoof from them, leaving them to
*ruggle «n through difficultics cnhanced by
ey inexperience

Wao might also mention tho right of scr-
vice; forif the wifo fulfil tho expectationsof
the husband—prove to bo the helpmeect ho
has hoped to find in her, to whoso credit
docs this chiefly redound? It is to that of
her mother, to whom she owes hor house-
wifely skill, her industrious habits, and in
most cases her patience, gentleness and
truthfulness of character. No lusband
can reflect on this and treat his wife's
mother with disrcspect, especially when
ho reflects on the keen suffering which he
must nceds inflict upon his wile by such
conduct. .

There is the further consideration that if
o man beo 8o weak as to bo domincored over
in his own houso by his mother-in-law or
anybody clso, sncering is very ineflective
cither in the way of defenco or revenge, and
ag pitiful as it is incffective.

Dancing-

It is not nccessary to define what most of
our readers know so well as dancing. Whe-
ther wo call it the “‘poetry of motion,” or
characterize it in any other way we please,
it is undoubtedly an amusement very gener-
ally resorted to and engaged in by many
with infinito reilah, But if wo donot need
to dcfino dancing, or to describe its varied
peculiaritics, it is very necessary to scitle
whether or not it be anamusement in which
wise men and decent women may with pro-
pricty tako a part. About some dances
thero can be no doubt at all, for they are as
indelicate and indecent as anything donc in
public possibly can Le. Xow hushands can
ever tolerate their wives, or brothers their
sisters, or fathera their daughters, in such
cxhibitions is a mystery, though they do it,
and scem pleased with tho performance
all the rame. Itis of no use to roply with
tho stale—¢¢ Evil be to hiinthatevil thinks,”
for the cvil is not a matter of thinking at
all, but of right.  Even amopng what arc
callea decent and proper people, it is
simply shocking to sco how delicate and
modest girls arc, as one has phrased it,
¢ pawed” by every Tom, Dick and Harry
with whom sho ¢¢ will be pleased, &¢.” The
shocking results of such dancing, all fashion-
able and cndorsed as it may be, are too dis
tressing to think about, and far more so to
specify.

But apart from these dances, which to be
sure arethe most popular in most dancing
partics,and would bave made our grand-
mothers, however little prudish they might
bo, hold up their hands in amazement  and
disgust, is there any thing cssentially wrong
in dancing itself, when rightly ordered and
taken in moderation? We cannot see that
there is. Itisno doubt exceediugly liable
to bo abuscd. It hasin all ages bicen gross
ly abused for tho very worst purposcs.
But so have many things, which in them
selves are praiseworthy enongh.  For child-
renin & family, or with a few young
fricnds, is thero anything moro objection
able ina dance, thanin thoso charndes—
dumb and otherwise—which with soma seri-
ous people arc so popular?! Xs there any
thing worae than those gameawhere forfcits,
genorally involving any amount of kissing
o in tho ascendant? s there anythingso
bad as in much of the tittle-tattle that
passes for conversation, and is notso carcful
asit ought to bo of cther people’s charac
ters? Wo think not. It may look absurd
cnough to sce people capering about like
lunatics, but, after all,as a mere amusement,
is there any thinginit morefoolish than fifty
things in the way of relaxation which paes
unchallenged as mero matters of cowrse?
Can o Christian with any degree of consis-
tency dance? Wo den't pretend to sy,
Only a Christian has liberty to do anything
that is not sinful, Can a clergyman with

propricty tako a turn ot the polka? If any
Christian can, so can he, for thero are not
two laws of conduct, ono for tho clergyman
and another for tho private Christian. If
it is right for tho ono, it is not wrong for
the other.  Can a clergyman danco and fid-
dlo and drink until three or four o'clock in
the morning? He may if ho likes, but how
cones it to pass that both saints and sinners
would unite in a suggestion toan_ clergy-
man of that type that ho had better “opart
out of their consts, unlessit was felt that
that sort of proceeding was scarcely in nc

cordance with being servants of Christ in
any capacity whatever? What lots of peo-
plein Toronto and all over Capada have
duncing partics, at which they would not
cate to see thele ““clergyman” leading off
ale the Governor-General, or calling the
company to prayers at three o'clock in the
morning ! And yet, why not? If Miss
Iicho wero bound to answer the question,
we rather gucss sho would say, **'Pon my
word, I don't know."”

Injurfous Talking.

A Frenchman speaking of a person known
to his comrades, said : ‘¢ His mouth costs
him nothing, for he always ofcens it at the
expenso of othors.,” Thero are multitudes
persons to whom that remark will apply.
Exaggeration and defamation are two fertilo
sourccs of social mischicf.

But perhaps the most injurious talk is
that which dcetracts from the character of
another—tkat which openly or in dirguise
strikes at the reputation of a brother pil.
grim—that which ¢ cuts men's throats with
whisperings "—that which is adopted by the
cnvious rival whe sceks to build *¢his name
on the ruins of another's fame.”

A lady visited Philip Neri on one occa.
sion, accusing herself of being a slanderer,

*“ Do you frequently fall into this fault ¥
he inquired.

*Yes, very often,” replicd the penitent.

“My dear child,” said Philip, ** your
fault 1s frcnt, but tho mercy of God is
greater ; I now bid thee do as follows: Go
to the market and purchase a chickea just
killed and still covered with feathers ; then
walk to a certain distance, plucking the
bird as you go. Your walk finished, return
to me.”

The woman did as directed and returned,
anxious to know the meaning of so singulor
an inimnction.

“You have been faithful to the first part
of mny orders,” smd Philip ; * now do the
second part and you will be cared ; Retrace
your steps, pass through all the places you
have traversed and gather up one by one all
tho feathers you havescattered.”

** Bat,” said the woman, ** I scattered the
feathers carclessly away, and the wind _ar
ried them in all dircctions.”

*Well, my child,” replicd Philip, ‘g0 it
is with your words of slander; like the fea.
thers which tho wind has scattered, the
have been wafted in many directions.  Call
them back now if you can. Go and sin no
more.”
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These Died of Laughter,

Chaleas, the sooth-sayer, died of laughter
at the thought of his having outlived the
time predicted for his death. A fellow in
rags had told him that he would never drink
the wine of tho grapes growing in his vine.
yand ; and added - *if these words do not
come true, you may claim me for your

slave.,” When the wine was made, Chalcas
held a fcast, and sent for the fellow to sce
how his predictions had failed. When ho
appeared the sooth-saycr laughed so im.
moderately at the would-he prophet thut it
killed him. Crassus died of Iaughter on
sccing an ass cat thistles, Margutte, tho
i;iznt, m tho Morgante Magutto, dicd of
aughtcr on rceing & monkey pulling on his
boots. Zcuxie, the Grecian painter, died at
sight of aling he lad just depicted. A
peculiar death was that of Dlacut, who
droppet dead in the act of paying a bitl,
There te many men to-day, however, who
would probably dic of surprise if they found

themselves doing the sune thing,

Wife-Selling,

Tho custom of selling aud purchasing
wives in Englaud, certainly can c'aim a
veory respectablo antiquity, and probablyis
basced upon the ancient laws of the Anglo
Saxons. If a freeman took away the wilo
of a freceman, ho was to pay his full were
geld, to buy ansther wifo for the injured
husband, and delivor her at his home, In
the reign of Canute the law received somo
modification ; no guardian could compel his
ward to marry a man sho disliked, and tho
monoy paid for her wasto boa voluutary
gift, and not a compulsory pyyment. It is
not ununatural to supposc that the commo.
dity thus obtained by moncy was transfer-

able to another for a similar consideration
whenever it may have becomo usoless or
disagrecable to its ori?nul purchaser. It
scems, howover, not impossible that the
commencement of the custom would be
found even in timea antecedent, when
women guilty of unfaithfulness wero cither
put to death or sold as slaves.

The valuec of a wife scems to have been
mostly held in light esteem, for ono was
sold at Gloucester market by auction in
1841 for half a crown, and it is recorded
that the purchaser frequently congratulated
himself on his “bargain,” Even ina com-
mercial senso he could well afford to be
jubilant, for the *lot” was attired in a
new whito Lunut end a black gown, the
usual ornament in the way of a halter heing
included, which was not bad considera-
tion for his moncy, let alone the lady’s
charms. -

In the year 1839 anuth r {a.tance of this
moral degradation wis furaished bycthe
town of Dudley, where hund:zuds of peoplo
were assembled in Hall street ong ovening
to attend o wife salo. 7The first bid was
threo halfpen.e, and ultimately reached
sixpence. = Her husband, iu his ignorance,
thought that after the ceremony had Leen
repcated three times she actually had no
claim vpon him.

In 1881 a wife wass sol1 at Sheflield
for the paltry consileration of & quart of
beer, ond in 1862 o similar purchase was
made at Sclby market at the cost of only
one-half that amount, merely a pint of beer,
which was thought autlicient for a man's
helpmate.

The tavifl' would scein to be on a down-
ward-shding scale 83 we advance in the cen.
tury, for a casn occurs, recorded by tho
South Wales Daily News, May 2, 1552, at
Alfreton, where o swoman was sold by her
husband for a still lower valuation in a pub-.
he.house, The modus operandi had the
charm of simplicity ; i a room full of men
ho offered to sell her for o glass of ale, and
the offer being accepted by a young man,
she readily agreed, took off her wedding
ring, and from that timo considered herself
the property of the purchaser.
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Gorgeouns Treasures,

A Erench traveller has just returned from
Stamboul with a wonderful story of the
sights he saw. e is cloquent about two
throncs of cnamelled gold, withincrutstations
of pearlsand, rubict and cm-ralds, Inan.
other 170 he saw two cashcte, even mure
magnificent, atudded with rabics and
diamonds, in which the hairs from the pro.
phet’sbeard are religiously preserved. There
are also sci cral curious instruments made of
gold and thickly studded with gems on tho
back, which were used as portalile scratch-
ing posts. Auother room was hung with
anmour and aceptres ; caskets and escritaires
lay on the table. The o d cscritairces are all
shaped like o pistol ; the inkstand is placed
at the spot occupicd by the trigger, and the
reeds rud o penknife are in a barrel,  Thero
are also inkatands in the shape of trays,
cach containing five saucets, for ink dying
powder and other odds and cnds used by
the writers  In another roomare the cos
tumes of all the Sultaus down to Kahmoud
I1. Fach of the costumes has a silk scarf
attached, together with o« magnificuntly
chased dagger and a diamo: D aigrette.
Then heaped pell mell are the keys of tho
fortresses of the cmpire, and finally comeo
the sacred treasure, consisting of the redicsof
Islem . the mantle and staguard of (ho pro.
phet, his swerd and bow , the swonds of the
tirst Caliphus, and the oldeet manuseripts

of the Koran,



