alled an attair. of gallantry ; murder by

. Vealul, how would it be seen that many

‘*eem unnecessarv.

THE GOOD NEWS.

E’“’e no connexion with any church, and !
"¢k none.  Thousnnds besides are to be
Fund within the Church who are dead—
“ad a4 the bo ligs that rot and moulder

Otside jtg walis! They have the form of
§liness, but are strangers to its power.—
q;t‘ feqnires neither an intimate nor an exten-
Ve acquaintance with society, to discover
"t thousands are living in open profliga-
¥+ The vices of town and country indecd
truse themselves on our notice. Though
Not cxzetly defende], they are allowed and
¥inked at—now excused on the plea that
21 young niust sow thedr wild oate, as if
b wag no solemn truth that *what a man
Soweth that he shall also reap”—and now
Yarnished over by giving respectable names
bad things. For example, seduction is

Quel, an affair of honour; drunkenness, in-
emperance, the debauchee who ruins his
ealth, is a fast Fver; and he who cheats
Mother, is a sharp man of busings.—
lentiousness, with  brazen frant and
Dainte] face, openly waiks our streets—
Pushing virtue aside, and putting modesty
1 the Blush; while inunoral and impure
1bits, though diserectly veiled, like an in-
lernu] cancer, are destroyingthe health, the
turtnucs., the Lappiness, the bodies and
s of thousands. With idiot look,,
drunkenness reels abroad in the face of day
“ud events ever and anon are coming to
ieht that show how many of both sexes,
“d of all ranks, are the secret slaves of
this debasing vice. What faisehoods are
1okl and frauds largely practised in com-
Merce; and in almost every kind of busi-
Mess! und are not the peor often defrauded
of their wiges, helpless widows and or-
Phaus of their substance, to ma‘ntain a
*plendid gxtravagance—na falke position in
Sueiety, to blow and keep up a bubble that
foner or Jater bursts? By how many i
Cod's holy name profaned ; and how many
More—lile the drunken king, who, in
carousal with his wives and concubines,
Made wine-cups of vessls of thesanctnary
~profane the Sablath by idle recreation,
or ft'a.\_‘l,ing. or business, wasting its sacred
tours on the most common purp'}*e?!
U9 warn peaple against siich vices may
1 know that they will
hot promise, Fall? alas! how have the
Mirhiy fullen ? and wers all our recrets re-
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who never fell. hal been on the point of
falling—tottering, when God’s arm pulled
them back, on the very-edgs of the preci-
pice. What sore batiles have been fought
of which the world knyws nothing!—
Examples of this, that « the righteous are
searcely saved,” wounded, and bleeding,
and all but overcome, their shield and
helmet battered, their crown in danger anil
all but taken, they have come oif con-
querors only by help of Him who finds his
opportunity in man's extrewity, and saves
at the very uttermost,

It is not the practice of fathers to pub-
lish faults of their children; they are slow
to believe them ; they are much more
roaly to conceal than ta reveal their fail-
ings. And for what end wera the sins of
Noah, and Jacob, and Peter, and David,
written in the Bible, and proclaimed in tho
ears of the world but to warn us? Theix
moral is this, Let bhim that thinketh he
standeth, take heed lest he fall, Do any,
astonished and indignant at the insinuation,
resent it, saying, There is no fear of me?
Ah! the day was wheny these good men
would bave sald the same, asking, with
horror as great as vours, Is thy servant a
dog, that he should da such athing? Yet
they did it and, thaugh with Noal's sons
we would throw a mantle over thei:
shamo, the sound of their fall will have its
echo in our Saviours words, Watch!
watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation,

We are tqabstain from all worldly pur-
suits and pleasures thut are of a dowbtyul
character.

"The atmosphere is sometimes in ruch a
paculiar state that the spectator, on ¢oast
or shore, looking abroad over the sea, can-
not teil where the water ends and the sky
hegina; and as if some magician had raise:d
them out: of their proper element, and
turned their sails into wings, the ships seein
floating in mid-air, But occasionally n.
line of separation s more difficult to draw
than that which lies between what is 1ight
and what is wrong, Whether such anl
such a business, or amusement, puratit or
pleasure, is wrong, and one, therefore, in
which no Christian should engage, is a
question that, so far as the thing itself is
coneernad, may be diffenlt to answer.—
But it is not difficult to answer, so far as
you ave concerued, if you doubt wlxcg!ler‘



