
MEDICAL SCIENCE

Savannah, a broad streamn opening into the ocean
by several inoudis or passages through the rice
lands and sait niarshes, which rua up the river for
fifteen miles, as fai as the city of Savannah itself.
WVith higlh tide we mianaged to cross the sandbar
at the moutii without any delay, and for two hours
followed the tortuous course of the streami, wliile
damp, malarial. odors coming Up fronm thc mnarshes
made it prudent to remiain within doors. Reclolent,
too, ivas tic air witli tic peculiar odors froni
barges and docks, laden witli guano, the make-
shift and temiporary fertilizer exteýnsively used by
the fariers on their cotton lands. Next rnorning
wve went ashore in the quaint old southern city,
whichi escaped bombardmient durincr the wvar, but
still shiowd many evidences that somnethingy t-ost
serionis lbas occurred to prevent its steady progress.
There are remains of its eirly beauties ; and it is
only niow that, witb sonie degrce of returning pros-
perity, the peop)le are taking courage, and, works of
im-l)r-ovcent are being undertakein. A day w'ab
spent here and 1)roved Lu be of more than ordinary
intercst, as a mnunicipal election wvas in progress.
It reminded nie of the goud old days in Canada
rhen the people used to assemt)le in a crowvd at

the halls. T1'le two parties both claimning to be
demi cratic, div'ided on the lines of the " American
par-t, ' ) the clubs, and the 1' citzens' party,"
called ' tic otlier, the " Germian party," since iLs
candidate ivas a ricli Germia, baker.

he youniger men of tue old soutlî, wlio gave
the comiplexioni to tie Anierican party, are l)roud,
slow to give up their supreniacy in public aflàairs, so,
long tlîeirs, and are imbued witli an undying
hatred of the uîgoand lus vole. With niucli
reason do tiese feelings arise, for about the
bootis iL wi's only too patent, tlîat it w'as tie negro,
vote tlîat ecd w'as bidding for. Street-figlîting
wlîich was feared, fortunately did riot aniunt to
iiiuclî, anid the services of thie medical contingent
froir, thec nortli wcre not called into requisition.
It wvas noticeable tlîat a physician ivas a candidate
on thie citizens' ticket and received general support.
Why s;ioald tlîcy not always do so ? A run
on tlîe beit-line around thie city, slîowed its coin-
nîencing cxp'.nsion, and the suburban colored
slîanties on every side. Thereaftcr we walked down
Bull Street, wi'iclî is a continuation of parks and
squares witli imnposr.g nmonumnîts in eaclî. Tlîe
Central Park is truly beautiful, even at this season

of the ycar, witli founitains pIav'ing and liere and
there a rose or canielia in bloom. The bouses
are built after the ordinary southern pattern,
usual!y square with two storeys, and built nîostly
of framie; althougli tlîe stores and otlier buildings
on Uic main business streets are brick. It was
natural tlîat notes slîould be nmade on the sanitary
conditions of the city. 'Ple soil is nîostly a white
sanci, covercd wvith a thiîî nould, anîd alnîost no,
attempts have vet been made at paving. Yet
there are in existence and in process of construc-
tion several pieces of asphait. Altlîouglî the
streets are not miore than a cliain Nvide, there is
runxîing east and w'cst in the rear of ecd lot a
good wide lane, îvbich is kept fairly dlean. Here
ard there are paed gutters, and but fewv attempts
at a furthier systeni of scwcers have been made.
Enîptying at tie foot of Main street, however, on
the quai, is a snall-sized sewer, thie sewvage froin
whiclî trickles away over the qu/ai to the red waters
of the Sa-annaiî. Were the town Iîot supplied
w'ith, a pure water froin artesian springs three or
four îîîiles to thie west of tue city, it wvould be in a
sorry plight indced ; but this, Nvith a soil which
seenîs to have an alnîost infinite capacity for absorb-
ing "'ater, seenîs to allo-w the town to ge t along
tolerablv safely with privy pits. Tue lands at.
Savannah, wvhile loW, are nevertheless in the main
portion of the city, probably flfty feet above tlîe
ordinary level of the river, so thiat constant filtra-
tion wvill prevent a permianenit soakage of th.-c soil.
From- this city our train took us for a hundred
miles iii a îîortlî westerly direction across a country,
which fromn its flat character and the presence
of the whiite sand every wvlere, covered with snîall
second-growth pine Îorests, nîay fairly be called a
" barrenî.» Almnost no cultivation existed for
seventy;five miles, tili MilIen Nvas reached. Then
the country becamne more rolling, with here and
tiiere a little dlay, the whole reddened by oxide of
iron, appearing quite like red'ochîre. Cotcon fields
were nowv and thien to be seen, but runs f )r miles
'vould show no cultivation, and not even a negro's
cabin. As Augusta Nvas approached, thie general
appearance soniewhat iiproved, as this city of
45,000 carne in sight. It is quite an eriterprisirig
place, lîavingr sone six large cotton mîills, supplied
by a canal mun frorn above the city along the side
of the Savannah. Last autunii, howev er, fioods
rising sorne thirty feet, devastatcd a large portion
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