
ORINÂL VONTxmrIBToNs

tions of the limbe. Out <)f 1,656 cases of amputation performed in the
hospitals of Paria and eolleeted by Messieurs Malgaigne and Tielat, 803
<lied, or nearly mie in every two. Dr. Fenwý%ich lias voUlected together
froin various sources 4,937 cases of amputations of the limbe. 0f these,
1,562 die4, or nearly one in every three or four. 'The. assertion, ob-
serves Dr. Fenicik, 'that one pereon out of every three who suifera
an amputation perishes would have been repudiated a. few years ago as
cà libel upon the profession, and yet sueb. ia the rate of niortality oh-
served ini nearly 5,000 -oases.' 4Are the results of amputation,' in
conclusion asked Sir James Simpson, 'in dispensary, private or country
practice as deplorable?' Adequate data have not been e-olleted.
Certainly the gentral belief of flic profession ie th-at iu country practice
amputations are not so frightfully fatal."

lu order te settie ýthis point, if posible, lie eollected extensive
statisties of the resuits of amputation in rural practiceP. These lie
obtaiued by addressing a circular letter, with an cecompanying sche-
dule to a great numnber of inedical nmen practiuing in the provincial
and rural parts o! Englaud aud Scotland, requeetiug them to furnish
Juin with the results of tlie limb amputations wliich had been per-
formed by them in tlieir private pracetiee. The. returus obitained from
these applications nnmbered altogether 2,098 cases of amputation. The.
total uuber of deathe was 226, i. e.' one in every 9.2 died or 10.8 in
every 100. Ile compared wvith this mortality that of a simuilar nuimber
of 11mb amputations perforined. in the Roytal Infirmaries of Edinburgh
and Glasgow, aud in nine o! the leading Liondon Iloslpitals. In these
2,089 11mb ýamputations performed in eleven great hospitals by sur-
geens of skili and experieuce lie feund that no fewver than 855 had
<lied, i. e., 1 iu 2.4. Iu other words, almost one hlai of 'the patienta
operated ou, <lied. Simpson 'concludes his pamphlet thua:-

"This excess in about 2,100 11mb amputations, of 629 deaths lu
hospital practice as eompared with 411? rural villages aud cottages; in
large wards as compared witli isolated roome, is certaiuly mueli greater
and more pronouuced tlian 1 myseif expeýcted wheu 1 began tfie preseut
inqoiry. But must the calling of tus dianual deah-ro<ll go on un-

chalenedan~d uuechecked? SIial this pitiless and deliberate sacrifice
of humuan 11fe te conditions which are more or less preveutable b. con-
tlnued or arrested 7 Do uot t.heýse terrible figures plead eloqueutly aud
lamqintly for a revision aud reforun of our existiug liospital systemi"

The. pamphlet from whie.h 1 have thus f reely quoted was publislied
aud scattered , i great profusion aud in ail directions iu the. Spriug of
1~869, and, if it did nuot supceed iu briugiug about the reform ef hospitals
which its author desired, it wes not bee-aise lie <lied ouly a year after its
publication. There were many ardent disciples who, would gladly have


