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he says, has also been applied here in the form of
the spray. He remarks that it is a dangerous
drug to put in the hands of an inexperienced
person, and, as we have so many other useful re-
medies for this affection, he thinks it is wise to
avoid the use of corrosive sublimate. He has used
listerine extensively with good results in the treat.
ment of whooping cough. He employs it in the
strength of one drachm to two ounces of water,
with an ordinary hand-atomizer, directs the nurse
to apply it twelve or more times a day, and tinds
that little children, even babies, do not ohject to it.
He adds to it tincture of belladonna, potassium
carbonate, or wmmonia bromide, as the case may
demand. Chloride of ammonia he also finds of
great service in the form of a spray.— New York

Med. Journal.

Tue TREATMENT OF INTRA-UTERINE DISEASE.—
Three papers on this subject (Brit. iled. Jour.,
Nov. 29, 1855) were read before the Obstetric
Section of the British Medical Association, at the
fifty-second annual meeting.

Dr. Lombe Athill opened the discussion by a
paper in which, after referring to the prejudice
which formerly existed against treating the uter-
ine mucous membrane as similar surfaces in other
situations are treated, a prejudice which is fast
disappearing, the author takes up the considera-
tion of the best method of making such applica-
tions as may be necessary. He briefly sums up
the conditions which demand such treatment, thus:
‘“all atfections of local origin giving rise to profuse
menstruation, metrorrhagia, or uterine catarrh, or
in which hyper:wsthesia of the nerves distributed
over the inner surface of the uterus exist.” Polypi
and other tumors he would exclude, but certain
forms of recurrent growths, and of malignant dis-
eases, are to be included. He specifies *local
origin” in order to guard against conditions de-
pendent upon affections of the tubes and ovaries
being treated in this manner.

The agents he would employ are borax, iodine,
carbolic acid, iodized phenol, nitric acid, iodoform,
and solid nitrate of silver. Of these remedies, the
author finds he uses carbolic acid in nearly seventy
per cent. of cases requiring intra-uterine medica-
tion, iodized phenol in about fifteen per cent., and
nitric acid in three per cent. Borax in the form
of a saturated solution in glycerine he uses very
occasionally in exceedingly mild forms of catarrh,
which have nearly yielded to harsher remedies.
lodine, either in form of tincture or liniment, he
considers very inert, as probably very little is ab-
sorbed, and its action is mainly caustic. Carbolic
acid is the most useful agent, both for curing
catarrhs and relieving pain. It should be applied
every threemor four days, and its use continued
some weeks. Iodized phenol, which is iodine dis-
solved in carbolic acid, one part to three or four,

is of great value in certain cases, especially of
hamorrhage, Nitric acid is the most active of the
agents. It does not cause much pain, but the cer-
vical canal should always be protected by a tube
of vuleanite or platinum. Todoform is used in the
form of slender crayons in some cases of dysmen-
orrhea, and of fotid discharge from the uterus.
The solid nitrate of silver as recommended by Sir
James Simpson for menorrhagia, depending on
subinvolution of the uterus, does not act very sat-
isfactorily, and the author rarely uses it.

All of the agents except iodoform and solid ni-
trate of silver are used by winding a bit of cotton
on a flexible probe, and passing it into the cavity
of the uterus. By using dry cotton first, and so
removing the mucus, the application will reach the
uterine mucous membrane more thoroughly.

There are four conditions where it is necessary
to adopt other means: (1) When the mucous mem-
brane is so vascular that the introduction of the
probes is followed by hemorrhage. (2) When the
cavity is of large size. (3) When hamorrhage
oceurs as the result of vascular growths, (4) When
epithelioma affects the cavity of the uterus. For
all these conditions the author has heen in the
habit of dilating, curetting, and applying nitric
acid with very good results except in cases of epi-
thelioma. In four cases, the details of which he
gives in full, where there was a vascular growth
inside the uterus, and where nitric acid failed to
control the hmmorrhage, he was induced to try
injections of iodized phenol, diluted with an equal
part of alcohol, a method which was successful in
restraining the hemorrhage, and prolonging the
patients’ lives,

Dr. Thomas More Madden, in his paper on the
same subject, after a short historical introduction,
speaks of the methods of dilating the uterine canal,
as by graduated series of dilators, where the tis-
sues are lax, or by tents, especially laminaria, when
there is more rigidity. Oftentimes to get the best
effect of the agent applied, even when there is no
abnormal growth, a moderate curetting beforehand
is of advantage. The majority of cases calling for
intra-uterine medication, are, according to Dr.
Madden, those of what we should call areolar hy-
perplasia and subinvolution of the uterus. For
this treatment he recommends fuming nitric acid
applied with the necessary precautions, after tho-
rough dilatatlon of the canal. Milder applications
of carbolic acid, iodoform, and tincture of iodine
are recommended later.

For the treatment of tumors within the cavity
of the uterus, if submucous or pedunculated, he
advises enucleation or écrasement. Within the
past few years he has removed forty-two such tu-
mors with thirty-nine recoveries and three deaths.
He ends with urging the importance of general as
well as local treatment in these cases.

Dr. John W. Byers emphasizes the importance




