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man, has now been wearing ihc brace for some time. IIe pxefcxa 1t
infiniiely 1o the plaster cast \\luch he at Inat wore. . As fo rcaults -under
its use the knee has improved greatly '.md looks mormal; there have been
no {resh a,ttacks since the brace Was uccd but there is htﬂe doubt- that
the cartllacre would break- loo:«. again il all support Wwere, now runo\'ed
In the autumn he wdl bc«rm to 'do" wﬁhout it gradually and we nnpr-'
there w il be 110 retnrn of the t1ouble.” » RERE S

J. M. LLDLR M. D I have had’ ~ome e\perlcnce w1th ﬂlla condmou
of dlsp]aecment of sumhunu Cdl'tlld“(‘. The question’of opemnv a knec,
joint is a scrions onc, inasmuch as the " resistance ' power here s
very . low. The question .is ‘hot .a. new one, and i thcne
is any mechanical device that would obyiate thc open incision for. t]ns
displacemnent, it is deserving of the utmost cons 1deratlon In the histor y:
of the literature of ihis eubJect some ten years ago, Launateln, of TTam-"
burg, published a great number of cases in which he had opened’ the -
joint and sutured the ~e1mlunar carlilage down to the top of thutxbm..“
Now it would seem that you could not get anything by means: of
mechanical support, which would improve upon this, pm\lduw “of.
course, one got healing by primary union. 1is results, howe\'cr sho\vcd
that ihese cases almost invariably relapsed after three or, four years;
and the patient would again have a displaced semilunar. C‘"l'l'tll"l"e.u
Either the adhesions would stretch or something would go wrong. ]llbx
contention was that il was not so much the scnnlunar cartilage as thc
kind of joint that wus at fault. Surgeons have therefore, pretty
generally given this up, and instead of. trving to’ Qutme the mternal
mn.lmm to its place, they found Detier 1-c~ults followed complctu
excision of this cartilage, and this has become: pmcucallv the opcmiu)n ;
of to-day. That it is an operation without l‘lal\ no one,will .1v,"1nd ‘T‘.-"
should be very much interested to sce what the, result: would be in cases”
under the proposed treatment, not in'six monﬂh or. one yéar. '1Hcr but,
in three years ‘after the p‘ltlent ]ms <r1ven up wmrmw thxs mcchanmal
support. ‘ AR

M. LavTERMAN, M. D —~I1 thml\ that ﬂne brace lm {i. distinet sphere
of usefulness. One comes across quite a' nmumber of eases who decline
operation and for these patients who have ahead) gone thmucrh the
" discomfort incidental to wearing plaster bandages, ete, I think the
" brace offers considerable inducements. While every one of us will
agree with Dr. Elder’s vemarks with reference o the seriousness’of
opr.nmrr an important joint like the knee, his own statement with refer-
ence to the results is practieally all the gnarantee that one could ask
for its continuing in favour. As T said hefore there are.a number of
cases who decline operation and the patient in question-was one of these




